
St. Mary’s Catholic Church                                              
Third Sunday of Easter                                                                                                                    April 26, 2020 
Dear Parishioners: 

 Sue and Bill have been 

happily married for thirty years. One 

evening Bill is having a beer with 

George who was the Best Man at Bill and Sue’s 

wedding. As they share stories about their married lives, 

Bill tells George how he fell in love with Sue the very 

first moment he saw her and that he knew she was the 

one he would marry someday. But George contradicts 

Bill’s statement by saying: “Bill you have forgotten that 

I introduced you to Sue at a party at my home. 

Remember? And as I recall you were not interested in 

her at all since you said that she was not your type!” 

  Who is right? George remembers the occasion 

as it was then but Bill remembers it as something more; 

a special moment that led to where he is now. Since Bill 

is so much in love with Sue presently, he takes that 

reality back in time to the moment when he first met her. 

He invests the past with a new significance. His 

wonderful loving relationship with Sue these past thirty 

years has affected the way he perceives and remembers 

their first encounter. Bill gives his first encounter with 

Sue a significance that it never had at the time because 

he sees it now in the light of their present love for each 

other. Bill and Sue’s everlasting love for one another 

actually changed Bill’s perception of their first encounter 

with each other. 

 Because of significant changes in our lives we 

often review our past with a different or new perception. 

We re-interpret the past in light of what is presently 

going on now in our lives. What appeared to be a 

mountain is now merely a mole-hill. What appeared to 

be a chance encounter or experience becomes a very 

significant life-changing moment in our life. Often we 

have to ponder and reflect upon the meaning of the 

experience before it can truly make sense to us. This is 

what happened to Peter, Cleopas and his companion in 

today’s Scripture readings.  

 In the passage from our first reading from the 

Acts of the Apostles, we hear how Peter spoke to his 

fellow Israelites with upmost conviction about his 

belief in Jesus’ Resurrection. This is the same Peter who 

previously had denied knowing Jesus three times. This 

profound change in Peter came about because of his 

personal encounter with the Risen Jesus and by the fact 

that Jesus was willing to forgive Peter for his denials. 

Peter can now revisit his past digression with new light 

and love since he has experienced a loving encounter 

with the Risen Jesus. 

Today’s Gospel passage from Luke is the most 

elaborate of all the Synoptic post-resurrection accounts 

of personal encounters with the Risen Jesus. This 

account features the Risen Jesus as a stranger, as an 

interpreter of the Scriptures and the recognition of the 

Risen Lord in the “breaking of the bread”. The Emmaus 

story of Jesus appearing to Cleopas and his companion 

dramatically moves from sorrowful imperceptions, 

through joyful recognition, to an eager and urgent 

proclamation that the Risen Jesus is truly alive! In their 

experience of the Risen Jesus, Cleopas and his 

companion’s past has now changed. They can take the 

light and love of Easter back to the darkness and hate of 

Good Friday. In the Risen Jesus’ Word and in the 

“breaking of the bread” the past is changed, renewed and 

brought up to date. The past is now interpreted in the 

light of the great truth that Jesus is the Risen Lord. 

All of us have Emmaus-like experiences of fear, 

confusion, failure, discouragement, dread, 

disappointment and worry. However, Jesus always 

makes His presence known to us in His Word and in the 

Eucharist. Jesus also makes His presence known to us 

through the love and support of family, friends, 

community and parish. Easter faith is the recognition 

that the Risen Jesus is in our midst, in our wanting to 

understand, in our brokenness, and in our struggles to 

make things right. As we continue to celebrate the great 

Easter Event, may our hearts and spirits always 

recognize the Risen Jesus among us in every moment of 

our lives; in both the dark tarrying nights and the bright 

promise mornings. Have a blessed and joyful week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John 

 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Apr  25         5:00 p.m     Special Intention  
           

Sun Apr 26      8:30 a.m.       For our parishioners  
          

Sat May 2         5:00 p.m      Ann Wiechart, Murphy & Immele 

Families 
           

Sun May 3      8:30 a.m.       Mary Zaleskie  

          
SUNDAY COLLECTION 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

          
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for May 3, 2020 

Forth Sunday of Easter 

1
st
 Reading:   Acts 2:14, 36 – 41            

2
nd

 Reading:  1 Peter 2:20 – 25       

Gospel Reading: John 10:1 – 10 
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To participate in Mass via TV, Live Stream, or 

Radio Broadcast, please follow this link to see the 

various options around the Diocese: 

https://toledodiocese.org/Live-Stream-Masses-

Diocese-of-Toledo.pdf 

 

St. Gerard’s in Lima live streams Mass throughout 

the week at 8:30 a.m., on Saturday at 5 p.m., and on 

Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. To view this live 

stream, go to their website: 

http://www.stgerardchurch.org/ and click on the 

icon on the right side of the page that says “Live 

Webcast Watch Here”  

 

Since we have to refrain temporarily from 

attending Holy Mass and the reception of the Most 

Holy Eucharist, I would like to share a simple 

prayer with you that you can pray on a daily basis. 

The prayer is from St. Alphonsus Liguori’s (founder 

of the Redemptorists) book entitled Visits To The 

Most Blessed Sacrament And The Blessed Virgin 

Mary:  

Spiritual Communion 

 My Jesus, I believe you are really present in the 

Blessed Sacrament. I love you more than anything 

in the world, and I desire to receive You into my 

soul. But since I cannot receive Holy Communion at 

this moment, feed my soul at least spiritually. I unite 

myself to you now as I do when I actually receive 

you. Never let me drift away from you. Amen.  
 

New Parish Hours:  

In response to the Coronavirus/COVID-19, the church 

will be open for a limited amount of hours for individual 

private prayer on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 

9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Fr. John will celebrate the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation on Saturday from 3 – 4 p.m. or by 

appointment during the week. Please use your best 

judgment and refrain from coming if you, or anyone you 

have been in contact with, have symptoms.   
 
We know that this time may be a time of financial 

uncertainty for many, but if you are able, please continue to 

remember our parish. You can send your envelopes in the 

mail, or give online by following this link: 
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-

bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKl

g0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nF

x2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7s

m9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasY

eBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3  Thank you for your 

continued support and generosity!  
 

Countless lives are touched by every contribution to the 

2020 Annual Catholic Appeal. Children, seminarians, the 

sick and aged—they all depend on our generosity. Our 

parish goal is $11,500, and we are currently 53% of the 

way there, which helps continue these programs and 

services! For more information or to donate online, visit 

toldedodiocese.org/ACA  

 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is suspended 

 

K-6: Class is cancelled for the time being  

 

Jr High: Class schedule to be determined.  

 


God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth schedule TBD. Stay healthy! 
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