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Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

 If a poll were taken asking 

people’s opinion of who they would 

consider to be the greatest athlete or 

president or musician or movie star of all 

time I am sure that there would be many 

diverse answers. Likewise if a poll were taken in 

Jesus’ time asking the various religious leaders: 

“Which commandment in the Mosaic Law would they 

consider to be the greatest?” there would be numerous 

diverse answers too. Why? Because in the Mosaic 

Law (Torah) there were 613 different oral commands: 

248 positive, “you shall commands;” and 365 

negative, “you shall not” commands. The Ten 

Commandments were merely a small part of these 613 

precepts. For a population that was largely illiterate, 

the 613 precepts were more than most people could 

learn or understand, let alone put into practice. Yet it 

was common belief that one’s salvation depended on 

the fulfillment of the Mosaic Law. I am sure that we 

can now see the bind that the ordinary Jewish person 

was in: How could one fulfill the Mosaic Law if one 

could not learn, remember or understand all of the 

Law’s many precepts?        

 In today’s Gospel text from St. Matthew “a 

scholar of the law” (scribe) tests Jesus by asking Him 

to name the greatest commandment: “Which 

commandment in the Law is the greatest?” This 

scholar along with the Pharisees and Sadducees 

thought that they had Jesus in a trap. If Jesus picked 

one commandment from the rest as being the greatest 

the Pharisees would accuse Him of downgrading the 

entire Torah. If Jesus replied that all were of equal 

importance, the Sadducees would argue He lacked 

common sense and He was placing the ordinary 

person in an impossible bind. Jesus escapes their trap 

by simply stating that Love is the greatest 

commandment: “You shall love the Lord God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, and all your mind” 

(Deuteronomy 6:5) and You should love your 

neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus 19:18). Jesus 

combines the teaching of Deuteronomy 6:5 with 

Leviticus 19:18 seeing them as one-the greatest 

commandment of all: love God, neighbor, and self. 

 Jesus made it clear that He came not to do 

away with the law and prophets, but rather to fulfill 

them. Jesus also pointed out that love is the summary 

of all of the teachings of the law and the prophets. He 

also stated that love of God, neighbor and self is the 

very core of Divine revelation.  

Continued… 

 

Weekend Masses 
Sat Oct 24          4:00 p.m      In thanksgiving 
 

Sun Oct 25        8:00 a.m.     For our parish 
        

Sun Oct 25        10:00 a.m.    Urban Selhorst         

          
Sat Oct 31          4:00 p.m      Special Intention 
 

Sun Nov 1        8:00 a.m.     For our parish 
        

Sun Nov 1        10:00 a.m.     Nancy Brodman, Kathy 

Sehlhorst, Larry Mathewson, Betty Yant         

 
SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,045.00         Loose $782.00 

                         Total          $2,827.00 

50 envelopes returned = 24% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
 

 

Assignments for October 31 & November 1, 2020 
 

Money Counters: Chad Wolford, Nick Recker 

4:00 p.m.  

Cantor: Steve McCullough   

Ushers:  John Parinello and Bob Minto 

Lector: Amy Tabler 

E.M.:  Jen Swartzlander 

Servers: Elizabeth Honse 

 

8:00 a.m.  

Cantors: Steve McCullough 

Ushers: Volunteer 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Volunteer 

Server:  Volunteer 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Cantor:  Steve McCullough 

Ushers:  John Schlumbohm and Debbie Bullman 

Lectors: Jenia Freewalt 

E.M.:  Wes Lovett 

Servers:  Lovett Boys 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for November 1, 2020 

All Saints  

1
st
 Reading:  Revelation 7:2 – 4, 9 – 14                  

2
nd

 Reading: 1 John 3:1 – 3         

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:1 – 12  

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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…The Pharisees and Sadducees made Judaism a 

multitude of commands and requirements for 

salvation, making life difficult for the ordinary Jew.  

Jesus simplified the commands of Judaism and put it 

within everyone’s grasp. Jesus did the exact same 

thing for us as He reminds us that our Catholic 

religion cannot be merely an observance of a dry, 

disjointed list of do’s and don’ts. Rather, our faith 

commitment calls and challenges us to love God, 

neighbor, and self. Love of God, neighbor, and self 

are the legs of a healthy, powerful, vigorous Catholic 

faith and life. Love of God gives us grace and love of 

neighbor and self gives us mission.          

 Jesus reminds us that we cannot love the Lord 

our God with half of our heart, part of our mind, or 

with a smidge of our spirit. Jesus also reminds us to 

truly love our neighbor and ourselves demands that 

we take risks. Our vocations, our belonging to a 

family and a faith community, the jobs we choose all 

require us to risk all that we are in order to love others 

as fully and completely as God loves us. Loving God 

genuinely requires loving others and ourselves. The 

bond between love of God and neighbor tells us that 

God is love itself. The temptation for all of us is to 

separate our love for God from our love for neighbor 

and ourselves. To be like Jesus we must love others 

and ourselves as He loves us. Jesus’ love embraces us 

and connects us to Him and the Father. Likewise, 

Jesus’ love sends us forth to restore what is broken, 

find those who are lost, and bring light to those in 

darkness. Have a blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John 

 

CHURCH SEATING:  On the first and third 

Sundays during the months of October until 

May, our Confirmation candidates and their 

sponsors will be attending the 10 AM Mass. To 

accommodate the “overflow” of people, it will be 

necessary to place some extra chairs in the Church, to 

help with the seating situation so that we can continue 

following our diocesan and local government 

mandates of “social distancing” for the safety of all at 

worship services. I am asking for volunteers to help 

our ushers with the bringing in and the removing of 

those chairs. I am also asking other parishioners to 

consider the possibility of attending/worshipping at 

the 4PM Mass on Saturday evening or the 8AM on 

Sunday morning those particular Sundays until the 
“social distancing” restrictions are lifted and we get 

back to some sort of normalcy. Thanks, Fr. John   

BIBLE STUDY  If you are wanting to get out 

and get together with others to grow in your faith, 

we are thinking about starting a Bible study group. 

Everyone is invited – college and high school 

students, too! If you’ve never been to a Bible study 

before, or don’t even own a Bible – don’t fret. As of 

right now, we just want to see how many people are 

interested. Please contact Deb Hohenbrink at (567) 

204 – 6opk if you are interested!  
 
Do you need your leaves raked? Want to 

support a great cause? Let the youth at St. 

Mary’s Catholic Church lend a hand! 

Teams of youth are available to help! The 

suggested cost is $10.00 per student per hour. To reserve 

your yard clean-up spot, contact Kristy Schweingruber – 

419-303-7hujp or Kelly Yarnell – 419- 348 -7jail to 

schedule a time. Clean up runs thru the end of 

November, weather permitting. Leaves will be raked to 

the curb. If bagging is preferred, homeowner will 

provide the bags. 100% of the proceeds go directly to 

supporting sending our youth to Catholic Youth Summer 

Camp (CYSC) 

 

There will be a bake sale after all 

Masses the weekend of 10/31-11/1. Camp families 

are asked to donate plates of goodies for the bake 

sale. For more information, please contact Danielle 

Althaus at (419) 306 – 5aull 

 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be during the 

10 a.m. Mass 
 

K-5: Class will meet this Wednesday, October 28, 

from 6:30 – 7:30  
 

6
th

 Grade: Class will meet November 1 from 11 – 

12:45 
 

Jr High: Class will meet November 1 from 11 – 

12:45. The retreat is Saturday, November 7 at Maria 

Stein 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet November 1 from 
11-12:45 
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A very generous donor has donated the 

Formed.org subscriptions to all the parishes in the 

Toledo Diocese. This is a great opportunity to 

watch video programs that explain the Catholic 

faith, explore the deepest meaning of marriage, 

receive Bible studies on a variety of topics and 

includes inspiring audio talks. To register, go to: 

https://signup.formed.org/ and type in St. Mary or 

use our zip code, 45817, and click on our parish. 

Enter your name and email, and then check your 

email for a link to begin using FORMED. It’s that 

easy! 

 
Thank you for your generous response to the collection 
for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith last 
weekend on World Mission Sunday. Pope Francis 
encourages us to reflect on how we can be “ready to be 
completely at the service of God’s will” all year round 
(MISSIO.org)  

 

Landeck St. John the Baptist Church will have 

their annual “Sausage & Sauerkraut” dinner on 

Sunday, November 8, 2020.  This year, due to  

COVID 19, we will have drive-thru carry outs only.  

Cars will line up, heading north on Kill Rd, from 3-

7pm.   Volunteers will direct traffic, keeping the 

flow moving. Dinner includes Homemade 

Sauerkraut & Sausage, Mashed Potatoes, Pancakes, 

Applesauce and Pie.   Adult tickets are $10.00 and 

Children (8 and under) are $5.00.  Tickets can be 

purchased either pre-sale at the parish office or on 

the day. 

 

Sts. Peter and Paul Parish in Ottawa is having its 

annual Fall Festival on Sunday, November 1. BBQ 

Chicken or Pork Chop dinners will be served from 

11 – 1:30 p.m. as a drive thru at the Ottawa Fire 

Station, 805 N. Agner Street. Dinners are $10.  

 
St. Mary's Catholic School Harvest 

Celebration – Leipsic  The harvest celebration 

will now be virtual and will be open until 

November 8th. To get tickets, please go to this 

site:  https://stmarys.ourraffle.org/  

1.) Visit the raffle website 

2.) Click Enter Raffle 

3.) Add the desired number of tickets to the cart 

(25/$12) 

Example: If you would like $24.00 in tickets, 

then click "Add to Cart" twice.  

Note: If you add too many tickets you will need 

to go to your Cart and revise, then return to the 

Raffle.  

4.) Browse Items and add the desired number of 

tickets by clicking the + or -.  

If you have questions, please contact 

mknippen@sms.ls.noacsc.org 

Winners will be announced by Wednesday, 

November 11th. All prizes can be picked up at 

the School or in the Parish Office after that date. 

 

 

https://signup.formed.org/
https://www.missio.org/explore.aspx?localization=EN&project_group=WMS
https://stmarys.ourraffle.org/?fbclid=IwAR35kokReXG08YERcCJ9LGqtdFAhfUBb8mbZ17d4h_j_hC3nlM5kzNiZdD4

