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Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

 Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. I suppose for most of 

us, the concept of royalty and majesty speaks of the 

great distance between a king and his people. The kings 

that we read about in history books often stood aloof 

from their people, allowing them to speak if only spoken 

to. But for Jesus, the title “King” means just the 

opposite. Jesus is King of the Universe because His life 

is so intimately bound up with ours. Jesus is a king who 

rules within our hearts. As powerful as He is, Jesus does 

not win our hearts by force or conquest but rather He 

invites us into a loving relationship with Him. Jesus 

invites us to join Him in His eternal kingdom of truth, 

justice and peace. Jesus does not merely govern our 

lives; He is our life!  

Jesus is the King and Lord of human history. As 

St. Paul states in his Letter to the Corinthians: Jesus 

draws together all the separate, diverse forces and 

energies in history, giving them a single unified purpose 

and direction. Jesus exercises His leadership as a 

servant, as among the lowest of those who serve-a 

Shepherd. Today’s Scripture readings describe our God 

as a shepherd/ king and we know that Jesus is the Good 

Shepherd/King. 

 In today’s first reading the prophet Ezekiel 

proclaims God’s word to Israel almost six centuries 

before the time of Jesus. Ezekiel’s message is directed to 

those Israelites suffering in Babylonian captivity. They 

were like scattered lost sheep without a caring shepherd. 

Their shepherds (kings and religious leaders) led them 

away from God into disaster and exile. Their evil and 

wicked shepherds took advantage of them as they were 

more concerned about advancing their own agendas than 

serving God’s purpose. They prospered at the expense of 

their people who suffered greatly ending up in exile. 

 But God does not leave His Chosen people 

hopeless. Ezekiel prophesizes that God the Divine 

Shepherd will tend to the needs of His scattered flock by 

seeking them out, rescuing them, bringing them back 

and binding their wounds. God will give His flock the 

care and attention that they never had under their former 

kings and religious leaders. God will definitely find His 

flock and lead them back to the pasture in their 

homeland. We see that Ezekiel’s prophecy is fulfilled in 

Jesus as He welcomes those who are poor and in need of 

healing and forgiveness. 

 In today’s Gospel passage, St. Matthew presents 

a vision of the Final Judgment of all nations. Matthew’s 

apocalyptic story portrays Jesus as the Son of Man as 

well as a king, making this passage suitable for today’s 

Solemnity.      Continued… 
 

Weekend Masses 

 
Sat Nov 21          4:00 p.m     Ellen, Lillian, + Richard 

     VonLehmden 

Sun Nov 22        8:00 a.m.      For our parish 
        

Sun Nov 22        10:00 a.m.    Special Intention 
          

Sat Nov 28          4:00 p.m     Rosemary Meyer 
      

Sun Nov 29        8:00 a.m.      For our parish 
        

Sun Nov 29        10:00 a.m.    Dennis Warren 

 
SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $1,653.00         Loose $903.00 

                         Total          $2,556.00 

43 envelopes returned = 20% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
 

 

Assignments for November 28 & 29, 2020 
 

Money Counters: Tonya Meyer, Nick Recker  

4:00 p.m.  

Cantor: Courtney McLaughlin 

Ushers:  Jeanne and Jerry Wehri 

Lector: Jenny Roby 

E.M.:  Edna Conkling 

Servers: Adelyn Althaus 
 

8:00 a.m.  

Cantors: Courtney McLaughlin 

Ushers: Volunteer 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Volunteer 

Server:  Volunteer 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:  Courtney McLaughlin  

Ushers:  Greg and Gabe Denecker 

Lectors: Chris Denecker 

E.M.:  Rachel Rader 

Servers:  Shylee and Ronald Kaufman 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Readings for November 29, 2020 

First Sunday of Advent 

1
st
 Reading:  Isaiah 63:16–17, 19; 64:2 – 7                   

2
nd

 Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3 – 9         

Gospel Reading: Mark 13:33 – 37  

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3


St. Mary’s Catholic Church                                              
Feast of Christ the King                                                                                                             November 22, 2020 
 …However, rather than stressing royal and majestic power 

of the king, Matthew’s story stresses the corporal works of 

mercy and love and kindness towards others as qualities the 

king requires for anyone who wants to inherit the kingdom 

of God.    

 The Final Judgment brings all people before the 

Son of Man’s throne. His judgment separates people into 

two categories; the sheep (blessed) and the goats 

(condemned). The sheep are judged favorably by the king 

and are declared fit to enter his kingdom. The goats are 

judged unfavorably by the king and are declared unfit to 

enter his kingdom. The corporal works of mercy form the 

criteria for his judgment. Those declared blessed have no 

recollection of helping the king. They are shocked to hear 

that, whenever they performed a work of mercy for 

someone in need, they in fact, did it for the king. Likewise 

those declared condemned have no recollection of refusing 

to help the king. They failed to realize that when they 

refused to help someone in need they actually were 

refusing to help the king. They were not able to see the 

king’s presence in those who were in need. 

 Jesus the King clearly and unequivocally identifies 

Himself with the poor, the vulnerable, the wounded, and 

needy. The challenge for us as His disciples is to see Jesus 

in the faces of the poor and needy. Responding to their 

needs means we are responding to and serving Jesus. 

Whatever kindness we show to the least person is done for 

Christ our King. Our reward for responding to and serving 

Jesus will be entrance into His kingdom of eternal life. 

Have a blessed week.   

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John        

 
To continue the Christmas tradition of 
delivering poinsettias to our home bound 

parishioners, please contact the parish office by 
November 30th with information on any home bound 
parishioners who may want a poinsettia that has not 
received one in the past. Thank you!  
 
The Bluffton Senior Center is selling fudge and fruitcake 
from the Abbey of Gethsemani as a fundraiser this 
Christmas. The fruitcake was made by our own Br. 
Matthias. ½ cakes are $21.00 and a pound of fudge is 
$20.50. Flavors of fudge include: chocolate walnut, 
Kentucky Bourbon butter walnut, Kentucky bourbon 
chocolate pecan and mint julep chocolate bourbon. The 
Senior Center is open Mon – Fri 9 AM to 4 PM and Sat 9 
AM to Noon or call Tonya Meyer for a special pick up. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
We will celebrate Mass at 9 a.m. on Thanksgiving – Thursday, 
November 26. There is a sign-up sheet on the shelf in the main 
entrance for liturgical ministers that are willing and able to help at 
Mass that day. There will be no daily Mass on Friday, November 
27th  

 

I want to express my appreciation and 

gratitude to an anonymous parishioner 

who recently gave a very generous 

donation towards the payment of our forthcoming 

live stream system. God bless you and your family! 

Fr. John 
 

Community Supper It is our turn to help at the 

Community Supper on December 3
rd

. Due to Covid-19 

restrictions; it will be a drive thru. There is a sign-up 

sheet on the shelf in the main entrance for those who are 

able to volunteer and for donations of dinner rolls. 

Thank you for your support!  
 

Please be generous in this week’s special collection for 

the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. In the 

United States, one in six people live in poverty. With this 

collection, you support programs that address the causes of 

poverty and provide a sustainable future for those 

struggling across the country. In addition, 25% of the funds 

we collect will remain in our diocese to fund local 

antipoverty projects. More information about the Catholic 

Campaign for Human development can be found at 

www.usccb.org/cchd/collection.  

 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be during the 

10 a.m. Mass 
 

K-5: There will be no class November 25. Happy 

Thanksgiving! 
 

6
th

 Grade: Class will meet December 6 from 11 – 

12:45 
 

Jr High: Class will meet December 6 from 11 – 

12:45 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet December 6 from 
11-12:45 
 

The Parish Office will be closed on Thursday, 

November 26
th

 and Friday, November 27
th

 for 

Thanksgiving.  

http://www.usccb.org/cchd/collection


St. Mary’s Catholic Church                                              
Feast of Christ the King                                                                                                             November 22, 2020 


 
Do you need your leaves raked? Want to 

support a great cause? Let the youth at St. 

Mary’s Catholic Church lend a hand! 

Teams of youth are available to help! The 

suggested cost is $10.00 per student per hour. To reserve 

your yard clean-up spot, contact Kristy Schweingruber – 

419-303-7abcd or Kelly Yarnell – 419- 348 -7abcd to 

schedule a time. Clean up runs thru the end of 

November, weather permitting. Leaves will be raked to 

the curb. If bagging is preferred, homeowner will 

provide the bags. 100% of the proceeds go directly to 

supporting sending our youth to Catholic Youth Summer 

Camp (CYSC) 
 




A very generous donor has donated the 

Formed.org subscriptions to all the parishes in the 

Toledo Diocese. This is a great opportunity to 

watch video programs that explain the Catholic 

faith, explore the deepest meaning of marriage, 

receive Bible studies on a variety of topics and 

includes inspiring audio talks. To register, go to: 

https://signup.formed.org/ and type in St. Mary or 

use our zip code, 45817, and click on our parish. 

Enter your name and email, and then check your 

email for a link to begin using FORMED. It’s that 

easy! 
 




 

 

 

 

 

https://signup.formed.org/

