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Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

 Have you ever notice how much 

waiting we do as we journey through life? 

Expectant parents anxiously wait for the 

birth of their child. Elderly folks residing 

in a nursing home wait for a visit from a 

family member or friend. Children wait in hope for a 

visit from Santa Claus on Christmas Eve. All of us wait 

in lines at the post office, bank, toll booth, supermarket 

and gas station. At times, we anxiously wait for news 

about our test results from our doctor or professor. We 

wait in anticipation of the arrival of a loved one at the 

airport or at the bus/train station. Yes, much of our time 

is spent in waiting and often, our waiting tests our 

patience and the quality of our hope. We are powerless 

to bring about what we hope for, so all we can do is 

wait.   

Waiting is part of life and there is no life 

without waiting. All of us waited to be born, waited to 

be nourished, and waited to be loved. We learned soon 

enough that the fullness of life is not available to us like 

instant coffee. There is always more to life and to people 

than we can ever manage to absorb, comprehend, and 

understand at any one time. Therefore, we have to wait.   

 The liturgical season of Advent that begins 

today is a time of patient, hopeful, reflective waiting for 

the Coming of the Lord. Advent is the time when we are 

reminded that we have to wait for our God. We cannot 

grasp God, we cannot possess God, we cannot see God; 

we can only wait for God to reveal His very being and 

allow Himself to be known to us. When we wait for God 

we confess our own incompleteness. We acknowledge 

that there is always more to God than what we know. 

We proclaim our hope in a God that we can never have. 

When we wait for God, our waiting is our prayer; we 

testify to God’s greatness and our own poverty. 

 In today’s first reading from Isaiah we get a 

glimpse of the difficulty people face when their waiting 

for God seems to be in vain. In today’s reading the 

Israelites are lamenting and crying out to God because 

they are in Babylonian Exile, their temple has been 

destroyed and their homeland is in ruins and it is now 

occupied by foreign powers. The Israelites have become 

exhausted with their waiting for God to help them. They 

are in despair, feeling abandoned by God, having grown 

tired of hearing nothing from Him. However they do 

hold onto a sliver of hope that God would once again act 

in some miraculous way as He did when He freed their 

ancestors from  slavery in Egypt: “You, Lord, yourself 

are our Father, Our Redeemer is your ancient name… 

Oh that you tear the heavens open and come down.”  

Continued… 

 

Weekend Masses 

 
Sat Nov 28          4:00 p.m     Rosemary Meyer 
      

Sun Nov 29        8:00 a.m.      For our parish 
        

Sun Nov 29        10:00 a.m.    Dennis Warren 
          

Sat Dec 5            4:00 p.m      Special Intention 
      

Sun Dec 6        8:00 a.m.      For our parish 
        

Sun Dec 6        10:00 a.m.     Dolores Hermiller + James 

      Trenkamp 

 
SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,360.00         Loose $298.00 

                         Total          $2,658.00 

37 envelopes returned = 18% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
 

 

Assignments for December 5 & 6, 2020 
 

Money Counters: Deb Goldenetz, Barb Galvan  

4:00 p.m.  

Cantor: Dave Roby 

Ushers:  Dave and Mary Hoffer 

Lector:  Volunteer 

E.M.:  Basil Meyer 

Servers: Grace and Greta Myers 
 

8:00 a.m.  

Cantors:Kevin Vance 

Ushers: Volunteer 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Volunteer 

Server:  Volunteer 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:  Kevin Vance 

Ushers:  John Schlumbohm and Debbie Bullman 

Lectors: Jenia Freewalt 

E.M.:  Wes Lovett 

Servers:  Lovett Boys 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Readings for December 6, 2020 

Second Sunday of Advent 

1
st
 Reading:  Isaiah 40:1–5, 9 – 11                   

2
nd

 Reading: 2 Peter 3:8 – 14         

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:1 – 8  

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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…When the Israelites remember God as their Father and 

Redeemer they bring their past into the present and that 

sacred memory acts like a light in the midst of darkness.  

The memory of God’s love is life; it gives them a reason 

for their waiting, building up their hope.  

     Today’s Gospel passage from St. Mark links 

the expectation of Jesus’ Second Coming with His First 

Coming at His birth. A key theme in both of Jesus’ 

Comings is the need for watchfulness. This is idea is 

portrayed in today’s parable of the man who travels 

abroad leaving his home in care of his servants. Each 

servant has a task to do and the gatekeeper is ordered to 

keep watch. No one knows when the man will return so 

the servants must fulfill their responsibilities. They also 

must be alert and watchful for his return. They must not 

become negligent and complacent. 

 As we begin to celebrate this new Advent season 

we find ourselves living between two timely events: 

Jesus’ First Coming (His Incarnation) and His Second 

Coming (Final Judgment.) We joyfully remember Jesus’ 

birth and we hopefully anticipate His return waiting in 

watchfulness. Let us hope and pray that when Jesus 

does return He will find us well prepared and ready to 

come home with Him to His Kingdom of Heaven. Have 

a blessed week and HAPPY ADVENT. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John        

 
To continue the Christmas tradition of 
delivering poinsettias to our home bound 

parishioners, please contact the parish office by 
tomorrow, November 30th with information on any 
home bound parishioners who may want a poinsettia 
that has not received one in the past. Thank you!  
 
You will find the Giving Tree set up in 
the main entrance. We are collecting 
donations this year for Appalachia, 
Heartbeat, and local families. Please be 
very attentive to the due date listed on 
the tag. If you can't make it to the church 
and still want to donate, you can call or text Krystal at 
(419) 308-3abcd and she can let you know what items 
need donated! Thank you for your generosity! 

 
The Bluffton Senior Center is selling fudge + fruitcake 
from the Abbey of Gethsemani as a fundraiser this 
Christmas. The fruitcake was made by our own Br. 
Matthias. ½ cakes are $21.00 and a pound of fudge is 
$20.50. Flavors of fudge include: chocolate walnut, 
Kentucky Bourbon butter walnut, Kentucky bourbon 
chocolate pecan and mint julep chocolate bourbon. The 
Senior Center is open Mon – Fri 9 AM to 4 PM and Sat 9 
AM to Noon or call Tonya Meyer for a special pick up. 
 

 

Community Supper It is our turn to help at the 

Community Supper on December 3
rd

. Due to Covid-19 

restrictions; it will be a drive thru. There is a sign-up 

sheet on the shelf in the main entrance for those who are 

able to volunteer and for donations of dinner rolls. 

Thank you for your support!  

 

I want to express my appreciation and 

gratitude to an anonymous parishioner 

who recently gave a very generous 

donation towards the payment of our forthcoming 

live stream system. God bless you and your family! 

Fr. John 
 

The Mass books are open for 2021 Mass intentions. If 

you would like to request an intention, please contact 

Rachel in the Parish Office. Please consider that Mass 

intentions can also be made for our daily Masses on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.  
 

Thank you for your generous support last week for the 

collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development! As a parish, we raised $453 to support those 

on the margins who are living in poverty in the United 

States. If you missed the collection, it’s not too late to give! 

Visit www.usccb.org/cchd/collection  

 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be during the 

10 a.m. Mass 
 

K-5: Class is Wednesday, December 2 from 6:30 – 

7:45 p.m.  
 

6
th

 Grade: Class will meet December 6 from 11 – 

12:45 
 

Jr High: Class will meet December 6 from 11 – 

12:45 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet December 6 from 
11-12:45 
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