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Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

 This Third Sunday of Advent in 

the Church’s liturgical year is traditionally 

known as “Gaudete Sunday” or 

“Rejoice Sunday.” For the past two weeks the themes 

of preparing, watching, and waiting were emphasized in 

our Scripture readings. Today’s readings emphasize that 

we should rejoice for our time of preparation, watching, 

and waiting will soon be ending. We can and should 

rejoice because Jesus the Light, who came to dispel the 

deeds of darkness, is near. Now is the time for us to 

experience great joy and peace for Jesus is coming soon. 

 Light is a key image in today’s Scripture 

readings. In our first reading the prophet Isaiah connects 

the image of light with the impact of God’s spirit. In 

today’s passage Isaiah breaks out into song as he 

experiences God as the Light. In his earlier oracles, 

Isaiah addressed the darkness of human pride that 

blocked the light of God’s plan for humanity. But now 

things have changed for the better.    Proclaiming God's 

word to the Israelites who were returning from their 

exile, Isaiah tells them that they should rejoice because 

it is a new day. Isaiah has experienced the power of 

God’s spirit and now is aware of his mission to preach 

glad tidings to his fellow Israelites. Isaiah reminds them 

that God grant them justice and freedom as He delivers 

them from captivity. God will also help them to rebuild 

their lives and their homeland. Then using marital 

imagery, Isaiah reassures his people that God will 

restore His special covenantal relationship with them. 

 In today’s second reading St. Paul reminds 

disgruntled Christians that they should be joyful because 

they already live in the Christ’s Light. They should 

celebrate because they are children of the Light.  Paul 

knew that the Lord was near. He believed that Jesus 

would return soon and so it was imperative for 

Christians to rejoice. He reminded those early Christians 

that God, the Light, would soon again be manifest.  

 Today’s Gospel passage combines two verses 

from the Prologue (1:6-8) with the introduction proper to 

St. John’s Gospel (1:19-28). The opening verses of the 

Prologue clarify the identity of John the Baptist in 

relation to the Light that is to come into the world. John 

the Baptist is merely a witness to speak for the Light 

and he clearly knows and acknowledges that he is not 

the Light. The second section of today’s Gospel 

contains John the Baptists’ own testimony regarding his 

relationship with Jesus, the One who is to come after 

him. John rejects the titles of Messiah, Elijah, and 

Prophet and states that he is simply someone preparing 

the way for the Lord. John must make way for Jesus and 

he creates a space for the Light to shine through 

Continued… 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Dec 12            4:00 p.m    Jim Alt 
      

Sun Dec 13        8:00 a.m.      Urban Selhorst 
        

Sun Dec 13        10:00 a.m.     Teresa Rieman 
          

Sat Dec 19            4:00 p.m    For our Parish 
      

Sun Dec 20        8:00 a.m.      Wanda Kiene 
        

Sun Dec 20        10:00 a.m.    In thanksgiving 

 
SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $3,235.00         Loose $236.50 

                         Total          $3,471.50 

57 envelopes returned = 27% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
 

 

Assignments for December 19 & 20, 2020 
 

Money Counters: Angie Wenger, Nick Recker  

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor: Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers:  John Parinello and Bob Minto 

Lector:  Jim Kinn 

E.M.:  Jennifer Tschuor 

Servers: Elizabeth Honse 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantors: Karen Phillips 

Ushers: Volunteer 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Volunteer 

Server:  Volunteer 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Karen Phillips 

Ushers:  Greg and Gabe Denecker 

Lectors: Chris Denecker 

E.M.:  Cathy Hermiller 

Servers:  Conner Gerten 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Readings for December 20, 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

1
st
 Reading:  2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8 – 12, 14, 16                   

2
nd

 Reading: Romans 16:25 – 27         

Gospel Reading: Luke 1:26 – 38   

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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… John’s role is preparatory and he is content to be 

merely a witness and a herald and nothing more. His 

task is finished when people see and recognize the true 

Light-Jesus Christ. 

     Advent is a time when we take our journey 

from the darkness that is the absence of God to the birth 

of the Light. Whatever envelops us in darkness, whether 

it is loneliness, sickness, death, loss of employment, a 

broken relationship, or doubts with our faith, it can be 

dispelled by the coming of the Light, our Lord Jesus 

Christ. As we continue our Advent journey, let us cast 

off darkness and seek the Light. Now is the time to 

rejoice since our Lord is near! Have a blessed and joyful 

week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John 

    

CHRISTMAS MASSES & COVID-19: Because of the 

rapid rise in positive COVID 19 cases in our Diocese, 

Bishop Thomas has directed that we have no more than 

50% of Church capacity at our Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day Masses. This means that there cannot be 

more than 150 people gathered in Church for a particular 

Mass in order to promote the safety and health of all and 

to allow for social distancing. Fr. John and Pastoral 

Council have developed a plan which will create a 

setting for our Christmas Masses which follows our 

Bishop’s directive, ensuring the safety of all, and 

allowing for as many people as possible to celebrate Our 

Lord’s Birthday. Our Christmas Eve Masses will be 

celebrated at 4PM (the Children’s choir will not sing or 

act out the Christmas story this year since it would 

require close contact with one another.), 6PM and 9PM. 

Additional seating for the 4PM Mass will be available in 

the Parish Social Hall. Christmas Day Mass will be 

celebrated at 10AM.  Thank you for your patience and 

understanding.  Fr. John        

 

Please Note: We will be decorating the 

church for Christmas on Tuesday, 

December 22, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  All 

are welcome!  Many hands will make 

light work.  When there are a lot of us, we can 

finish in an hour or so. 

 

Help needed!  If you are a liturgical minister, 

please sign up on the shelf in the main entrance to 

help with the Christmas Masses.  Important Note: 

we will celebrate Mass at 4, 6, and 9 p.m. on 

Christmas Eve, and 10 a.m. on Christmas Day. 

There will be no Children’s Choir or Program at 

the 4p.m. Mass this year.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to Chiles-Laman Funeral and Cremation 
Services for sponsoring our calendars. They are available 
for pick up on the shelf in the main entrance. Be sure to get 
yours this weekend!  
 
The Bluffton Senior Center is selling fudge + fruitcake 
from the Abbey of Gethsemani as a fundraiser this 
Christmas. The fruitcake was made by our own Br. 
Matthias. ½ cakes are $21.00 and a pound of fudge is 
$20.50. The Senior Center is open Mon – Fri 9 AM to 4 PM 
and Sat 9 AM to Noon or call Tonya Meyer for a special 
pick up. To read an article about Br. Matthias and his life at 
the Abbey, visit this link: 
http://www.blufftonicon.com/news/2020/12/07/15-minutes-
brother-matthias 
 

“Every dollar makes a difference in covering our 

expenses,” says a Trappist abbot. Hundreds of US 

religious communities struggle to provide for aging 

members because most senior Catholic sisters, brothers, 

and religious order priests served for little pay. Your gift 

to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps these 

communities bridge the gap, offering support for 

medications, nursing care, and other necessities. Please 

be generous.  

 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be during the 

10 a.m. Mass 
 

K-5: Class is Wednesday, December 16
th

, from 

6:30 – 7:30 p.m. for 2, 3, and 4. Grades K, 1, 5 will 

be at home.  
 

6
th

 Grade: Class will meet December 19
th 

at the 

Bluffton Shannon Movie Theater to watch the Christmas 

movie, Star. Please arrive at 9:45 a.m., the movie will 

start at 10 a.m. There will be no class on December 20
th
.  

 

Jr High: Class will meet December 20
th

 from 11 – 

12:45 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet December 20th from 
11-12:45 

New Parish Office Hours: Starting on January 4
th
 the 

office hours will be: 
Tuesday – Friday   9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
The office will be closed on Mondays 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sUG_JMV5mhKoAEtska17JhV0pybNe4hR/edit
http://www.blufftonicon.com/news/2020/12/07/15-minutes-brother-matthias
http://www.blufftonicon.com/news/2020/12/07/15-minutes-brother-matthias

