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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 On this First Sunday of Lent all of us 

are invited to reflect upon what it means to 

“go into the desert.” We are reminded that our 

upcoming “Desert Experience” for the next five weeks 

is a time for us to strike a balance between humbly 

admitting our brokenness and sinfulness before our God 

and realizing and recognizing our identity as God’s 

beloved children. The season of Lent calls us into the 

deserts of our hearts; turning away from the attitudes and 

behaviors that mire our lives in selfishness, unhappiness, 

and disappointment, and turning towards the values of 

God that we seek to embrace and live. As Jesus was led 

into the desert to confront the mission before Him, so 

too we are called into the desert of our own hearts and 

spirits. We are challenged to ask ourselves: what are we 

making of this special time that we have been given, 

what do we want our lives to stand for, and what are we 

willing to give to those we love? The season of Lent 

challenges us to ask ourselves what do we really believe 

in, and what are we willing to sacrifice for, fight for, and 

die for. Our individual Lenten Desert Experiences 

enable us to realize and admit that when we are 

consumed by the notion that we are in total control of 

our lives, when we arrogantly become self-absorbed 

with our material possessions and achievements, we 

should remember that we are merely dust and ashes. But 

we should also remember that when we feel abandoned, 

when hope seems to be beyond our reach, and whenever 

we feel lost in the desert, we should realize that we are 

God’s beloved child and God will always be with us no 

matter what. The season of Lent tells the story of Jesus’ 

journey into the desert. We are called and invited to 

follow Jesus into our desert as we prepare to celebrate 

His triumph over sin and death on Easter Sunday.     

 In all three liturgical cycles, the Gospel passage 

for the First Sunday in Lent is the Temptation of Jesus 

in the Desert.  The evangelists, Matthew and Luke, 

describe Jesus’ struggle with Satan in rich and vivid 

details. They present Jesus’ temptations focusing on 

three events all centered on the Evil One trying to 

persuade Jesus to perform some fantastic, miraculous 

action to prove that He truly is the Messiah and Son of 

God. Jesus, however, passes the test as He is able to 

reject Satan’s temptations to live only for comfort, 

security, recognition, and control. The evangelist Mark 

treats Jesus’ epic encounter with the Evil One only in 

passing, by offering a very brief and generic account of 

the event.  Mark chooses to merely rely on a few key 

images while devoting a scant two lines to the entire 

episode. Mark simply tells us that “the Spirit drove Jesus 

out into the desert and He remained in the desert for 

forty days, tempted by Satan.”   Continued… 
 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Feb 20            4:00 p.m   Gene Badertscher 
     

Sun Feb 21        8:00 a.m.    For our Parish 
        

Sun Feb 21        10:00 a.m    Sue Schlumbohm 
 

Sat Feb 27            4:00 p.m   Jerry Musser 
     

Sun Feb 28        8:00 a.m.    For our Parish 
        

Sun Feb 28        10:00 a.m    Cassie Kiene 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,222.00         Loose $1,076.00 

                         Total          $3,298.00 
44 envelopes returned = 22% 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 
 

Assignments for February 27 & 28, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Janet Begg, Nick Recker 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor: Dave Roby 

Ushers:  Jeanne and Jerry Wehri 

Lector:  Jenny Roby 

E.M.:  Edna Conkling 

Servers: Elizabeth Honse 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor: Courtney McLaughlin 

Ushers: Volunteer 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Volunteer 

Server:  Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:  Courtney McLaughlin 

Ushers:  Roger Brodman 

Lectors: Lisa Welch 

E.M.:  Kevin Vance 

Servers:  Carson and Ty Meyer 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Readings for February 28, 2021 

2
nd

 Sunday of Lent 

1
st
 Reading: Genesis 21:1-2, 9, 10-13, 15-18                     

2
nd

 Reading: Romans 8:31 – 34            

Gospel Reading: Mark 9:2 – 10   

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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…The same Spirit that was manifested at Jesus’ baptism 

(where the voice from heaven declared Jesus to be God’s 

Beloved Son) now drives Him into the desert for 40 days 

where he will be tempted by Satan. The geographical 

location (desert) and the duration of time (40 days) 

would invariably call to mind earlier individuals and 

events critical to salvation history (Moses and Elijah 

fasted for 40 days and Israel spent 40 years wandering in 

the desert.) 

 My brothers and sisters, as we begin our Lenten 

Desert Experience may we experience a balance in our 

lives that leads to selflessness and great joy in the ever 

present love of God in our midst. As we go into the 

desert let us be reformed by God. Let us separate 

ourselves from our secular materialistic culture so that 

Jesus can shape us into a people who are different. Let 

us reexamine and call into question the very attitudes 

and values on which we base our everyday lives and 

behavior. Let us ask Jesus to teach us to live life to the 

fullest by living a life based on His love. And finally let 

us vow to do good this Lent by taking time to pray and 

share our time, talent and treasure in helping others. 

Have a blessed and holy Lenten Desert Experience. 

Love & prayers,  

Fr. John    

        
Area Fish Fries  

 

 Ottawa K of C will be hosting 

their annual fish fries 4:30 p.m. –

7:00 p.m. every Friday starting February 19th 

through Good Friday. Drive-thru carry-out only. 

The cost per meal is $10.00 and includes five 

pieces of fish, two pieces of garlic bread, French 

fries, and applesauce. Enter the parking lot from 

the west side of the building and everything will 

be handed directly to your vehicle.  

 The Emmanuel United Church of Christ will 

host a Fish Fry on Friday, March 12 from 4 – 7 

p.m. Dinners will include 4 pieces of fish, cheesy 

potatoes, green beans, applesauce, and a 

dessert for $9. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, 

there is no dining in.  

 For Fish Fries around the Diocese of Toledo, 

please follow this link: 2021 Fish Fry Guide! 

Virtual Catholic Conference     There is a Women’s Virtual 
Catholic Conference from March 12th – 14th. For more 
information, or to register for free, please visit 
go.virtualcatholicconference.com/mcwc2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Forgiven: The 
Transforming Power of 
Confession is a three-week 

study that explores the grace and healing offered in 
Confession and shows how this sacrament of mercy 
reveals the depth and bounty of God’s love. By 
looking at God’s revelation of his mercy in Scripture 
and making a step-by-step examination of the Rite 
itself, Forgiven communicates God’s invitation to 
each one of us to come experience his indescribable 
love in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
https://watch.formed.org/forgiven 
 
Session 1: Where are You? - February 20-21 
Session 2: An Encounter with Mercy – March 6 – 7 
Session 3: Embraced in Mercy: The Rite Explained – 
March 20 – 21 
 

Also, check out “Forgiven – For Children: How to 
Make a Great Confession”  

 

P.R.E.P  
 

K-5: Class will meet Wednesday, February 24 from 6:30 – 

7:30.  
 

6
th

 Grade: Class will meet March 7 from 11 – 12:45 
 

Jr High: Class will meet March 7 from 11 – 12:45  
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet March 7 from 11 – 
12:45  
 
  

Lenten Daily Mass Schedule 
 Tuesdays – 9 a.m.  

Wednesdays – 7 p.m. 
Fridays – 9 a.m. 

 
Holy Hour 

Wednesdays – 5 - 6 p.m. 
 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Wednesdays – 6:30 p.m. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014o1dmpnfU85OavNB571bpMXwsvKWtfBBe0OyvbzFLu8rt5vwYaoF0ZnGhfnVzvz-_ZjOQ3HQFPz5V9qLZMnvUAx0T5pFup3ArFJ_9_V09lf7X7HQzEiIsVIcE8hGPuIhwmZ7F3IZQ_15zRVm3WOY_5fgdHRH6hKTB96jIYJCGS1AeAKMqusjx1cEb1Th7u60baV8QBTI_q5TaqmnvVKDAcp7SfQ9UbyDsBWTZOCbplE=&c=349iE5foo-IwkwuUp3xXhJycfkDqPghivdPHoz13zxYb2ur19jbn5g==&ch=Pwu7d9Hk13RSzVM_y_XRDTuuTstwOpbg5aeqxU2IwZIJ7cx2DT45Lw==
https://go.virtualcatholicconference.com/UniversalLogin
https://watch.formed.org/forgiven
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