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Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

 In Sacred Scripture, 

mountains are considered holy 

places since God traditionally 

appeared on mountains, making His very self known to 

certain individuals. Both in the Old and New Testament 

we have stories about people who experienced God’s 

presence and love while they were situated upon a 

mountain. God revealed His very being to these people, 

speaking to them and inviting them to listen and actively 

respond to His words. For many of these individuals 

their mountain experience was the beginning of their 

personal spiritual journey, mission, and ministry. Moses 

encountered “the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” on 

Mt. Sinai. The prophet Elijah had an awesome 

experience of God on Mt. Horeb. In today’s first reading 

Abraham ascended Mt. Moriah and has a life-changing 

encounter with God in which his faith is tested. In our 

Gospel passage the apostles Peter, James, and John were 

on Mt. Tabor and witnessed Jesus’ Transfiguration and 

heard God’s voice telling them that Jesus is God’s 

beloved Son and that they should listen to Him.     

 I believe that the image of a mountain can 

symbolize the “ups and downs” of our own personal 

spiritual journeys. At times we experience the upward 

side of our spiritual life. This occurs when we 

experience great exhilarating joyful moments when it 

seems that God is ever so close and near to us. We sense 

and experience God’s magnificent presence and we feel 

God’s everlasting, unconditional love for us. This “high” 

fills us with wonder and awe. We feel ever so blessed. 

We are “on top of the mountain” with our God and we 

want to remain there forever. However, there are other 

times when we experience the downward side of our 

spiritual life. We feel discouraged, helpless, alone, 

forgotten, and lost. We believe that our God has 

abandoned us, or God has distanced Himself from us, or 

simply God has just forgotten us. Often these feelings or 

thoughts come about when our faith is tested or when we 

experience great pain and suffering in our lives or in the 

lives of those we love and cherish. These feelings and 

thoughts may also surface when we believe that God is 

demanding too much of us or when we feel God is 

taking away our blessings and now is cursing or 

punishing us. 

 Often we have no control over where our life is 

going and this affects our spiritual life and our 

relationship with our God. Since we have no control 

over our lives we discover that at moments our prayer 

life becomes “dry” and tedious. Often we feel that there 

is a great disconnect between our daily living and our 

spiritual selves.     Continued… 

 
 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Feb 27            4:00 p.m   Jerry Musser 
     

Sun Feb 28        8:00 a.m.    For our Parish 
        

Sun Feb 28        10:00 a.m    Cassie Kiene 

 

Sat Mar 6             4:00 p.m   Bill Koch 
     

Sun Mar 7        8:00 a.m.    For our Parish 
        

Sun Mar 7        10:00 a.m     Valita Lammers 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,490.00         Loose $320.00 

                         Total          $2,810.00 
45 envelopes returned = 23% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 
 

Assignments for March 6 & 7, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Barb Galvan, Courtney Gerten 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor:  Kevin Vance 

Ushers:  Dave and Mary Hoffer 

Lector:  VOLUNTEER 

E.M.:  Basil Meyer 

Servers: Josh and Nathan Meyer 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers: Volunteer 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Volunteer 

Server:  Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers:  John Schlumbohm and Debbie Bullman 

Lectors: Jenia Freewalt 

E.M.:  Wes Lovett 

Servers:  Lovett Boys 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Readings for March 7, 2021 

3
rd

 Sunday of Lent 

1
st
 Reading: Exodus 17:3 – 7                      

2
nd

 Reading: Romans 5:1 – 2, 5 – 8             

Gospel Reading: John 4:5 – 42   

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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… There are times when we can identify with Abraham on 

Mt. Moriah facing great trials and personal challenges. We 

feel as though our faith and trust in God is being questioned 

or tested. Perhaps we may even end up questioning whether 

or not God truly does exist and or whether or not God 

really does love us unconditionally.  At other times we can 

identify with the apostles Peter, James and John being on 

top of Mt. Tabor. There we discover and experience perfect 

joy, peace, tranquility and a great sense of holiness in our 

lives. We want to stay up there experiencing perpetual 

happiness forever. We refuse to come back down from the 

mountain because it is there that we found ourselves in a 

state of spiritual ecstasy. We experienced a great 

connection between our ordinary lives and our spiritual 

selves. The reality, however, is that most of the time we are 

located somewhere in between those two mountains 

plugging along in our daily routines. We all are aware that 

it seems as though difficult and challenging times last 

forever but the reality is that they seldom do. And we are 

fully aware that the joyful exhilarating moments in our 

lives can end ever so quickly and abruptly. I believe that for 

most of us the essence of our spiritual lives lies somewhere 

in between our personal Mt. Moriah and Mt. Tabor 

experiences with our God. What do you think? Have a 

blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John                    

      

Annual Catholic Appeal  Countless lives are 

touched by every contribution to our 2021 

Diocesan Annual Appeal. Children, 

seminarians, the sick and the aged, the needy – they all 

depend on our generosity. Faith, hope, and love come 

alive through the ACA, which in turn fosters the Holy 

Disciples, Holy Families, and Holy Vocations. Thank 

you for pledging to help meet our parish goal of 

$14,364 and assure the continuation of these programs 

and services. As of February 19, we have raised 

$1,950.00.  For more information on ministries funded 

by the appeal, visit: https://www.acatoledo.org/ Thank 

you for your continued generosity!  

 

Prayer for Lent 
Loving God, 

As the season of Lent unfolds, you call us to return again 

and again. 

As you invite us to reflect on your love made visible in the 

person of Jesus, align our lives more closely with you 

through prayer, fasting, and generous giving. 

Bless our desire to accompany Jesus’ suffering here and 

now in the crucified people of our world. 

With your grace, may we live Lent fully and move with 

transformed hearts into the abundant life of Easter morning. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serendipity By Sarah will be having a trunk 
show with handmade 1st Communion dresses, 
ties, rosaries, and can do custom and 
restoration work. The trunk show will be on 
Sunday, March 7th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
First Grade Room (across from the kitchen). Please be 
sure to check it out to see what they have to offer!  

 
Visit from the Easter Bunny   CYSC is putting on a 

fundraiser for families in Bluffton and the 
surrounding 10 mile radius. The Easter 
Bunny will deliver a goody bag and take a 
picture with your family for $25 from now 
until April 3rd. All proceeds will support our 
youth attending summer camp this year. To 

sign up for a time for the Easter Bunny to come visit, 
scan the QR code or follow this link.  For more 
information, please contact Katie Hohenbrink or 
Amanda Stechschulte. Thank you for your support! 

 
Columbus Grove St. Anthony’s   Invites you to join 
them during Lent with Stations of the Cross presented 
by Alton Kiene on Wednesdays at 2 p.m. and Fridays 
at 6 p.m.  
 

P.R.E.P  
 

K-5: Class will meet Wednesday, March 3 from 6:30 – 

7:30.  
 

6
th

 Grade: Class will meet March 7 from 11 – 12:45 
 

Jr High: Class will meet March 7 from 11 – 12:45  
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet March 7 from 11 – 
12:45  
 
  

Lenten Daily Mass Schedule 
 Tuesdays – 9 a.m.  

Wednesdays – 7 p.m. 
Fridays – 9 a.m. 

 
Holy Hour 

Wednesdays – 5 - 6 p.m. 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Wednesdays – 6:30 p.m. 

https://www.acatoledo.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a044baeac2fa3f58-easter
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Area Fish Fries  

 

 Ottawa K of C will be hosting 

their annual fish fries 4:30 p.m. –

7:00 p.m. every Friday starting February 19th 

through Good Friday. Drive-thru carry-out only. 

The cost per meal is $10.00 and includes five 

pieces of fish, two pieces of garlic bread, French 

fries, and applesauce.  

 The Columbus Grove American Legion will be 

hosting their annual fish fires 5 – 7 p.m. every 

Friday now through Good Friday. Drive thru carry 

out only. The cost per meal is $8.00 and include 

fish, French fries or baked potato, and a dinner 

roll.  

 The Emmanuel United Church of Christ will 

host a Fish Fry on Friday, March 12 from 4 – 7 

p.m. Dinners will include 4 pieces of fish, cheesy 

potatoes, green beans, applesauce, and a 

dessert for $9. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, 

there is no dining in.  

 For Fish Fries around the Diocese of Toledo, 

please follow this link: 2021 Fish Fry Guide! 

 
 
Virtual Catholic Conference     There is a Women’s Virtual 
Catholic Conference from March 12th – 14th. For more information, 
or to register for free, please visit 
go.virtualcatholicconference.com/mcwc2021 
 
 
 
Forgiven: The Transforming Power of Confession is 
a three-week study that explores the grace and 
healing offered in Confession and shows how this 
sacrament of mercy reveals the depth and bounty of 
God’s love. By looking at God’s revelation of his 
mercy in Scripture and making a step-by-step 
examination of the Rite itself, Forgiven communicates 
God’s invitation to each one of us to come experience 
his indescribable love in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. https://watch.formed.org/forgiven 
 
Session 1: Where are You? - February 20-21 
Session 2: An Encounter with Mercy – March 6 – 7 
Session 3: Embraced in Mercy: The Rite Explained – 
March 20 – 21 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014o1dmpnfU85OavNB571bpMXwsvKWtfBBe0OyvbzFLu8rt5vwYaoF0ZnGhfnVzvz-_ZjOQ3HQFPz5V9qLZMnvUAx0T5pFup3ArFJ_9_V09lf7X7HQzEiIsVIcE8hGPuIhwmZ7F3IZQ_15zRVm3WOY_5fgdHRH6hKTB96jIYJCGS1AeAKMqusjx1cEb1Th7u60baV8QBTI_q5TaqmnvVKDAcp7SfQ9UbyDsBWTZOCbplE=&c=349iE5foo-IwkwuUp3xXhJycfkDqPghivdPHoz13zxYb2ur19jbn5g==&ch=Pwu7d9Hk13RSzVM_y_XRDTuuTstwOpbg5aeqxU2IwZIJ7cx2DT45Lw==
https://go.virtualcatholicconference.com/UniversalLogin
https://watch.formed.org/forgiven

