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Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

 I am sure that all of us have become angry and 

perhaps even experienced a rage episode within our 

lifetime. We have had moments when we wanted to 

strike back, shut down, retaliate, and take apart. We have 

become angry because of constant disappointments, 

continual incompetence, unrelenting criticism, and 

uncontrollable circumstances. Anger is a very powerful 

emotion that can get the better of us or it can bring out 

the best in us. Depending on the type of anger (“bad” or 

“justified/good”) we can be taken into two different 

directions. “Bad” anger can lead us into ourselves as we 

shut ourselves off from whatever or whoever makes us 

angry. With our “bad” anger, we set up walls and 

barriers and we destroy the roads and bridges that 

connect us with God and others. Reconciliation and 

forgiveness is definitely out of the question. But 

“Justified or good” anger takes us outside of ourselves. 

“Justified” anger emboldens us to face injustices, 

impels us to confront wrong and evil and confront those 

who cause wrong and evil, and it empowers us to take on 

and diminish what wounds and hurts us or others. 

“Justified” anger can take the form of resolve, change, 

and transformation, and knows the consequences but 

always keeps open a path for reconciliation and 

forgiveness. “Bad” anger is an out of control 

conflagration of emotions while “justified” anger is 

controlled, focused, and reasonable. “Bad” anger can 

force us to do great harm and make us commit an evil or 

sinful act that is far greater than the cause of our anger. 

It seeks retribution, spite, wants to “even the score” and 

desires punishment for those who hurt us. But 

“justified” anger cries out for healing, resolution, and 

forgiveness; trying to resolve difficult and challenging 

situations and making them just.   

 In today’s passage from St. John’s Gospel we 

encounter a furious Jesus who is extremely upset and 

disturbed with those persons who were conducting 

business in the Temple during Passover. We see an 

uncharacteristically angry Jesus whose anger and 

outburst compels Him to act in restoring His Father’s 

House to what it was intended to be - a house of prayer 

for all. Jesus’ zeal for His Father’s House and what is 

owed to God reflects a prophetic statement found in 

Psalm 69:9 “…for zeal for your house consumes me, and 

the insults of those who insult you fall on me.” Jesus’ 

anger is “justified” and “good” as it calls for necessary 

change and transformation. Commerce and profit had 

turned the Temple into a marketplace. Outraged at the 

desecration of His Father’s House and the cheating and 

extortion of the poor by unscrupulous merchants, Jesus 

acts deliberately and in control. Jesus’ anger restores the 

Temple to its sacred religious purpose.       Continued… 
 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Mar 6             4:00 p.m   Bill Koch 
     

Sun Mar 7        8:00 a.m.    For our Parish 
        

Sun Mar 7        10:00 a.m     Valita Lammers 

 

Sat Mar 13          4:00 p.m   Mick Werling, Jim Alt, 

            Kathy Sehlhorst 

Sun Mar 14       8:00 a.m.    For our Parish 
        

Sun Mar 14     10:00 a.m     Chuck Vogel 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,268.00         Loose $175.79 

                         Total          $2,443.79 
39 envelopes returned = 20% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 
 

Assignments for March 13 & 14, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Deb Goldenetz, Deb Buck 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor:  Jenny Roby 

Ushers:  Dave and Shirley Siefker 

Lector:  Jason Swartzlander 

E.M.:  Jeanne Parinello 

Servers: Evan Grothause 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Karen Phillips 

Ushers: Volunteer 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Volunteer 

Server:  Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Karen Phillips 

Ushers:  Mike and Rhonda Maag 

Lectors: Volunteer 

E.M.:  Jim Tabler 

Servers:  Ethan Hoffman 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Readings for March 14, 2021 

4
th

 Sunday of Lent 

1
st
 Reading: 2 Chronicles 34:14–16, 19-23                      

2
nd

 Reading: Ephesians 2:4 – 10             

Gospel Reading: John 3:14 – 21   

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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… Jesus also brings justice to the poor who were 

victimized by the vendors and money changers since 

many of the poor did not have enough resources to pay 

the steep prices demanded for their required sacrificial 

offerings. 

 As we begin this Third Week of Lent, Jesus 

wants to enter the temple of our hearts. As Jesus sizes up 

our life situations, He might be saying that: “There is not 

enough God in our hearts. There is not enough love, joy, 

peace, humility, compassion, and forgiveness within the 

temple of our hearts where God should be present. 

Instead there is too much clutter - sins, faults, bad habits, 

too much ‘bad anger,’ pride, lust, and bitterness within 

the temple of our hearts.” Jesus’ love for us and His zeal 

for the salvation of our souls make Him desirous to clean 

up the temple of our hearts just as He cleansed the 

Temple during the Passover. Jesus does this by inviting 

us to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation with 

Him. In celebrating this Sacrament we can pitch out the 

selfish clutter of those sins and bad habits which clog 

our hearts and renew our selves by making more room 

for God within our hearts. Have a blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John    

                  

Annual Catholic Appeal  Countless lives are 

touched by every contribution to our 2021 

Diocesan Annual Appeal. Children, 

seminarians, the sick and the aged, the needy – they all 

depend on our generosity. Faith, hope, and love come 

alive through the ACA, which in turn fosters the Holy 

Disciples, Holy Families, and Holy Vocations. Thank 

you for pledging to help meet our parish goal of 

$14,364 and assure the continuation of these programs 

and services. As of February 26, we have raised 

$2,920.00.  For more information on ministries funded 

by the appeal, visit: https://www.acatoledo.org/ Thank 

you for your continued generosity!  

 

 

Prayer for Lent 
Loving God, 

As the season of Lent unfolds, you call us to return again 

and again. 

As you invite us to reflect on your love made visible in the 

person of Jesus, align our lives more closely with you 

through prayer, fasting, and generous giving. 

Bless our desire to accompany Jesus’ suffering here and 

now in the crucified people of our world. 
With your grace, may we live Lent fully and move with 

transformed hearts into the abundant life of Easter morning. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Penance Service  Besides the usual time for 
confession before each weekend Mass, we will also 
be having a penance service on Monday, March 
22nd beginning at 6:30 p.m.  

 
Visit from the Easter Bunny   CYSC is 
putting on a fundraiser for families in 
Bluffton and the surrounding 10 mile 
radius. The Easter Bunny will deliver a 
goody bag and take a picture with your 

family for $25 from now until April 3rd. All proceeds will 
support our youth attending summer camp this year. To 
sign up for a time for the Easter Bunny to come visit, 
scan the QR code or follow this link.  For more 
information, please contact Katie Hohenbrink or 
Amanda Stechschulte. Thank you for your support! 

 

We congratulate John Schlumbohm 

and Debbie Bullman as they begin their 

new journey of life together as husband 

and wife. May God bless you all the 

days of your life and may our Blessed 

Mother Mary and St. Joseph watch over and protect 

you always. Blessings and love, Fr. John and our St. 

Mary's Community. 
 

P.R.E.P  
 

K-5: Class will meet Wednesday, March 10 from 6:30 – 

7:30.  
 

6
th

 Grade: Class will meet today from 11 – 12:45 
 

Jr High: Class will meet today from 11 – 12:45  
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet today from 11 – 12:45  
 

Lenten Daily Mass Schedule 
 Tuesdays – 9 a.m.  

Wednesdays – 7 p.m. 
Fridays – 9 a.m. 

 
Holy Hour 

Wednesdays – 5 - 6 p.m. 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Wednesdays – 6:30 p.m. 

https://www.acatoledo.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a044baeac2fa3f58-easter
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Area Fish Fries  

 

 Ottawa K of C will be hosting 

their annual fish fries 4:30 p.m. –

7:00 p.m. every Friday starting February 19th 

through Good Friday. Drive-thru carry-out only. 

The cost per meal is $10.00 and includes five 

pieces of fish, two pieces of garlic bread, French 

fries, and applesauce.  

 The Columbus Grove American Legion will be 

hosting their annual fish fires 5 – 7 p.m. every 

Friday now through Good Friday. Drive thru carry 

out only. The cost per meal is $8.00 and include 

fish, French fries or baked potato, and a dinner 

roll.  

 The Emmanuel United Church of Christ will 

host a Fish Fry on Friday, March 12 from 4 – 7 

p.m. Dinners will include 4 pieces of fish, cheesy 

potatoes, green beans, applesauce, and a 

dessert for $9. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, 

there is no dining in.  

 For Fish Fries around the Diocese of Toledo, 

please follow this link: 2021 Fish Fry Guide! 

 
 
Virtual Catholic Conference     There is a Women’s Virtual 
Catholic Conference from March 12th – 14th. For more information, 
or to register for free, please visit 
go.virtualcatholicconference.com/mcwc2021 
 
 
 

Forgiven: The Transforming Power of Confession is 
a three-week study that explores the grace and 
healing offered in Confession and shows how this 
sacrament of mercy reveals the depth and bounty of 
God’s love. By looking at God’s revelation of his 
mercy in Scripture and making a step-by-step 
examination of the Rite itself, Forgiven communicates 
God’s invitation to each one of us to come experience 
his indescribable love in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. https://watch.formed.org/forgiven 
 
Session 1: Where are You? - February 20-21 
Session 2: An Encounter with Mercy – March 6 – 7 
Session 3: Embraced in Mercy: The Rite Explained – 
March 20 – 21 

 

MARK’S GOSPEL LIVE! Experience the entire Gospel 
of St. Mark in two amazing hours of awesome 
storytelling by priest and actor, Reverend Joseph Morris. 
Not a reading or a talk, but a dynamic proclamation of an 
ancient story about God’s healing love! Pastors from the 
UK, Canada, and the USA have called this performance 
“mesmerizing”, “powerful”, and “a profound experience.” 
See how Rev. Morris memorized and staged the Gospel 
of Mark in about 4 months! Join us Sunday, March 14, at 
1:00 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church in 
Ottoville and experience together the love of Jesus as 
we journey through Lent. A free-will offering will be 
accepted. 

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014o1dmpnfU85OavNB571bpMXwsvKWtfBBe0OyvbzFLu8rt5vwYaoF0ZnGhfnVzvz-_ZjOQ3HQFPz5V9qLZMnvUAx0T5pFup3ArFJ_9_V09lf7X7HQzEiIsVIcE8hGPuIhwmZ7F3IZQ_15zRVm3WOY_5fgdHRH6hKTB96jIYJCGS1AeAKMqusjx1cEb1Th7u60baV8QBTI_q5TaqmnvVKDAcp7SfQ9UbyDsBWTZOCbplE=&c=349iE5foo-IwkwuUp3xXhJycfkDqPghivdPHoz13zxYb2ur19jbn5g==&ch=Pwu7d9Hk13RSzVM_y_XRDTuuTstwOpbg5aeqxU2IwZIJ7cx2DT45Lw==
https://go.virtualcatholicconference.com/UniversalLogin
https://watch.formed.org/forgiven

