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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 Rejoice St. Mary’s! Rejoice Bluffton and the 

surrounding communities! Today is the Fourth Sunday 

of Lent and this Sunday is traditionally known as 

“Laetare Sunday.” Today we temporarily take a break 

from the somberness of our Lenten season in order to 

joyfully celebrate our redemption in which our penitence 

ultimately rests. Today we are invited to reflect upon 

God’s unconditional and everlasting love for us. God 

reminds us that we should rejoice because He is truly 

present in our midst. God also challenges us to joyfully 

respond “yes” to His love and respond whole-heartedly.  

 Our Scripture readings for today emphasize the 

fact that we can rejoice because our God is always with 

us; in the good times as well as in the difficult moments 

of our lives. Our readings make clear that our God is a 

God of mercy who through His Son Jesus has delivered 

humanity from darkness and has provided “eternal life” 

for all. Our God is a God of life and restoration since 

God does not seek our humiliation or our punishment 

but rather He desires our healing and reconciliation with 

Him and with others. Our God is not the God of 

condemnation and destruction but rather a God of 

compassion and forgiveness. Our God is neither 

detached from us or from the universe He set into 

motion. Our God is the author of life and He continues 

recreating and nurturing our lives. Our God seeks out the 

lost and heals the broken-hearted. Our God is always 

lifting up those who have fallen and those who have 

been pushed aside. 

 Our first reading from Second Chronicles 

continues the history of King David’s royal lineage. The 

Hebrew nation had been divided into two kingdoms: the 

northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of 

Judah. Because of their spiritual failures both kingdoms 

would collapse and their people would be placed into 

exile. The Book of Chronicles is filled with stories of 

God sending messengers of hope to speak to the Jewish 

rulers and people, reminding them if they put God first 

in their lives things would get better. In today’s passage 

God sends the prophet Jeremiah to tell the kingdom of 

Judah to submit to the foreign nation of Babylon. God 

then promises that eventually He would bring His 

people back to their homeland and that He will make a 

new covenant with them. Therefore, the people of Judah 

should have hope and rejoice because God will not 

abandon or forget them. God fulfills His promise to 

Judah when King Cyrus and the Persian Empire conquer 

the Babylonians and the Jewish people are set free, 

returning home and rebuilding their Temple in 

Jerusalem. 

 Continued… 

  
 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Mar 13          4:00 p.m   Mick Werling, Jim Alt, 

            Kathy Sehlhorst 

Sun Mar 14       8:00 a.m.    For our Parish 
        

Sun Mar 14     10:00 a.m     Chuck Vogel 

 

Sat Mar 20          4:00 p.m   Lillian, Richard, + Ellen 

     VonLehmden 
 

Sun Mar 21       8:00 a.m.    Urban Selhorst 
        

Sun Mar 21     10:00 a.m     Bill Koch 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $3,269.00         Loose $136.00 

                         Total          $3,405.00 
52 envelopes returned = 26% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 
 

Assignments for March 20 & 21, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Angie Wenger, Tonya Meyer 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor:  Courtney McLaughlin 

Ushers:  John Parinello and Bob Minto 

Lector:  Amy Tabler 

E.M.:  Jennifer Tschuor 

Servers: Shylee and Ronald Kaufman 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Steve McCullough 

Ushers: Volunteer 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Volunteer 

Server:  Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Steve McCullough 

Ushers:  Greg and Gabe Denecker 

Lectors: Chris Denecker 

E.M.:  Betty Gerten 

Servers:  Conner Gerten 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Readings for March 21, 2021 

5
th

 Sunday of Lent 

1
st
 Reading: Ezekiel 37:12–14                      

2
nd

 Reading: Romans 8:8 – 11             

Gospel Reading: John 11:1 – 45   

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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…Today’s second reading from the Letter to the Ephesians 

reminds us that we should rejoice because our God is a 

God who is rich in mercy and God has great love for each 

one of us. Even though we have sinned, our God, through 

the death and resurrection of His Son Jesus will bring us to 

new life, raise us up and will seat us with Jesus in glory.    

Today’s Gospel is set within a discussion 

involving the Pharisees, Nicodemus and Jesus. Jesus had 

stated that no one can see the kingdom of God without 

being born from above. Nicodemus cannot understand how 

a grown person can be born again (John 3:4). Nicodemus 

had taken Jesus’ words literally when he should have taken 

them symbolically. Nicodemus’ misunderstanding of Jesus’ 

words leads directly into today’s passage about “eternal 

life.” Jesus declares that just as healing came to those who 

looked upon the bronze serpent that Moses lifted up 

(Numbers 21:8-9), so “eternal life” comes to those who 

believe in the Son of Man, who was raised up in both 

ignominy and exaltation. For Jesus, the humiliation of the 

cross is actually His exaltation. And so believing in Jesus 

leads to “eternal life” which means life lived in the 

unending presence of God. 

We all should rejoice because Jesus’ suffering and 

death is God’s gift to the world. God gave His only Son to 

us so that we can have “eternal life.” God has no intention 

of condemning us but rather God wanted us to be saved so 

that we can live with Him forever. And so let us rejoice 

because God has given us the greatest gift of all-the gift of 

Jesus who is our Savior!  Have a blessed and joyful week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parish Penance Service  Besides the usual time for 
confession before each weekend Mass, we will also be 
having a penance service on Monday, March 22nd 
beginning at 6:30 p.m.  
 

We extend our sympathy to Ken Niese and all his family at 
the death of Nancy. May she rest in peace.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shop at Community Markets and support Catholic Youth 

Summer Campers. Bring your receipt to church and place 

in the envelope of your favorite camper throughout the 

month. There will be a small prize awarded to the winning 

team.  

 

VBS Meeting There will be an informational meeting for 

those interested in helping with Rocky Railway VBS this 

year. The meeting will be at St. Mary’s on Monday, March 

29
th
 at 6:30 p.m. For more information, contact Kelly 

Honse.  

 
ACA Progress Countless lives are touched by 

every contribution to our 2021 Diocesan Annual 

Appeal.    Thank you for pledging to help meet 

our parish goal of $14,364, as of March 5, 34 

of our families has raised $4,767.50.  Thank you!!  
 

P.R.E.P  
 

K-5: Class will meet Wednesday, March 17 from 6:30 – 

7:30. Mass is for grades 1, 2, and 5.  
 

6
th

 Grade: Class will meet March 21 from 11 – 12:45 
 

Jr High: Class will meet March 21 from 11 – 12:45  
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet March 21 from 11 – 
12:45  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 

O God, we thank You for implanting the gift of faith in 

human hearts. Today, we ask you to bless in a special 

way all inquirers, catechumens, and candidates who 

have generously responded to the invitation of Jesus: 

“Come follow Me.” Help them to persevere in their 

faith journey despite any difficulties. Bless all those 

who minister to them through the RCIA program, 

under the guidance of Your Holy Spirit, that they may 

lead others to a life of faith in Jesus Christ. Inspire us 

all to be Your light in the world. Amen.  

 

We pray for our St. Mary RCIA Candidates –  

Jordan Core, Elizabeth and Joe Smith 

Prayer to St. Joseph 
Dear St. Joseph, loving husband of Mary and foster-
father of Jesus the Son of God, watch over and protect 
our families. Help us to raise our sons and daughters 
of God with patience, love, and care. 
 

St. Joseph, Carpenter of Nazareth, Patron of workers. 
Bless all of us who are workers. Give us consistent 
work, fair wages, and safe working conditions.  
 

St. Joseph, Patron of the dying. Be with all those we 
love who are dying. With Jesus and Mary, lead them 
into the loving arms of God and eternal rest in 
heaven.  
 

St. Joseph, Patron of the Universal Church. Help us, 
the church of St. Mary’s, and the church throughout 
the world to hold fast to our Catholic faith. Help us to 
witness to the world by our words and actions that 
Jesus is our Savior and the hope of all nations. Amen.  
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Area Fish Fries  

 

 Ottawa K of C will be hosting 

their annual fish fries 4:30 p.m. –

7:00 p.m. every Friday starting February 19th 

through Good Friday. Drive-thru carry-out only. 

The cost per meal is $10.00 and includes five 

pieces of fish, two pieces of garlic bread, French 

fries, and applesauce.  

 The Columbus Grove American Legion will be 

hosting their annual fish fires 5 – 7 p.m. every 

Friday now through Good Friday. Drive thru carry 

out only. The cost per meal is $8.00 and include 

fish, French fries or baked potato, and a dinner 

roll.  

 For Fish Fries around the Diocese of Toledo, 

please follow this link: 2021 Fish Fry Guide! 

 

This Friday, March 19th, is the Solemnity of 

Saint Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Because the solemnity falls on a Friday 

of Lent, the law of abstinence does not apply 

this year. The Code of Canon Law says, 

“Abstinence from eating meat or some other 

food according to the prescripts of the 

conference of bishops is to be observed on every 

Friday of the year unless a Friday occurs on a 

day listed as a solemnity. Abstinence and 

fasting, however, are to be observed on Ash 

Wednesday and Good Friday” (Can. 1252 

 
 

Annual Catholic Appeal  Countless lives are 

touched by every contribution to our 2021 

Diocesan Annual Appeal. Children, seminarians, 

the sick and the aged, the needy – they all 

depend on our generosity. Faith, hope, and love come 

alive through the ACA, which in turn fosters the Holy 

Disciples, Holy Families, and Holy Vocations. Thank 

you for pledging to help meet our parish goal of 

$14,364 and assure the continuation of these programs 

and services. As of March 5, we have raised $4,767.50.  

For more information on ministries funded by the 

appeal, visit: https://www.acatoledo.org/ Thank you for 

your continued generosity!  
 

 
Forgiven: The Transforming Power of Confession is 
a three-week study that explores the grace and 
healing offered in Confession and shows how this 
sacrament of mercy reveals the depth and bounty of 
God’s love. By looking at God’s revelation of his 
mercy in Scripture and making a step-by-step 
examination of the Rite itself, Forgiven communicates 
God’s invitation to each one of us to come experience 
his indescribable love in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. https://watch.formed.org/forgiven 
 
Session 1: Where are You? - February 20-21 
Session 2: An Encounter with Mercy – March 6 – 7 
Session 3: Embraced in Mercy: The Rite Explained – 
March 20 – 21 
 

MARK’S GOSPEL LIVE! Experience the entire Gospel 
of St. Mark in two amazing hours of awesome 
storytelling by priest and actor, Reverend Joseph Morris. 
Not a reading or a talk, but a dynamic proclamation of an 
ancient story about God’s healing love! Pastors from the 
UK, Canada, and the USA have called this performance 
“mesmerizing”, “powerful”, and “a profound experience.” 
See how Rev. Morris memorized and staged the Gospel 
of Mark in about 4 months! Join us Sunday, March 14, at 
1:00 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church in 
Ottoville and experience together the love of Jesus as 
we journey through Lent. A free-will offering will be 
accepted. 

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014o1dmpnfU85OavNB571bpMXwsvKWtfBBe0OyvbzFLu8rt5vwYaoF0ZnGhfnVzvz-_ZjOQ3HQFPz5V9qLZMnvUAx0T5pFup3ArFJ_9_V09lf7X7HQzEiIsVIcE8hGPuIhwmZ7F3IZQ_15zRVm3WOY_5fgdHRH6hKTB96jIYJCGS1AeAKMqusjx1cEb1Th7u60baV8QBTI_q5TaqmnvVKDAcp7SfQ9UbyDsBWTZOCbplE=&c=349iE5foo-IwkwuUp3xXhJycfkDqPghivdPHoz13zxYb2ur19jbn5g==&ch=Pwu7d9Hk13RSzVM_y_XRDTuuTstwOpbg5aeqxU2IwZIJ7cx2DT45Lw==
https://www.acatoledo.org/
https://watch.formed.org/forgiven

