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Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

 When we think about personal loss 

we usually have in mind the loss of a loved 

one thru death. However, what should be 

noted is that our experiences of personal loss 

are not merely limited to death. The experience of 

personal loss plays a much larger part in our lives; more 

than we may think. We experience loss by leaving and 

being left, by letting go and moving on, and by 

relinquishing our dreams. Throughout our life’s journey 

we face a whole series of necessary losses: people, 

relationships, things, and attachments that we have to 

give up if we want to mature. Our gradual physical, 

emotional, and spiritual development is marked by 

renunciation. It is only through losses that we learn to 

adapt, change, and make new gains. In a few short 

words: “No pain, no gain!” 

 As we grow older we have to let go and lose our 

youthful good health and looks, our perfect vision, our 

slender waistlines, our earnestness to save the world, our 

unrealistic expectations of ourselves and others, and our 

naïve belief in humanity’s progress. Eventually, the time 

will come when we have to let go of our life. That final 

act of loss can become painful, frightful, and disturbing 

for us. But in this midst of this litany of losses there can 

be new growth, hope, and life. As Jesus states in today’s 

Gospel passage: “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a 

grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains 

just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much 

fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it and whoever hates 

his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life.” 

 Today’s first reading is from the Book of the 

prophet Jeremiah. Most of Jeremiah’s writings are filled 

with his reflections on the personal sufferings, hardships 

and losses he experienced and endured as being a 

spokesperson for God’s truth. However, today’s passage 

with its message of hope and restoration stands in stark 

contrast to his previous writings and oracles. In today’s 

passage Jeremiah speaks about a brighter future for the 

Israelites since God will establish a new covenant with 

them. This new covenant will be different from the 

covenant that God made with Moses on Mt. Sinai. That 

covenant included laws that were inscribed on stone 

tablets. However, the law of the new covenant will be 

written on the Israelite’s hearts. They will know God 

intimately as God will affirm His unconditional 

commitment with and for them. God promises to forgive 

and forget as He will “remember their sin no more.” 

 In today’s Gospel the evangelist John reflects 

upon the meaning of Jesus’ death. At the center of his 

reflection is the image of Jesus’ “hour.” This image of 

the “hour” has appeared throughout John’s Gospel 

signifying the moment of Jesus’ death.         Continued… 
 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Mar 20          4:00 p.m   Lillian, Richard, + Ellen 

     VonLehmden 
 

Sun Mar 21       8:00 a.m.    Urban Selhorst 
        

Sun Mar 21     10:00 a.m     Bill Koch 

 

Sat Mar 27          4:00 p.m   Alfred Hohenbrink 
 

Sun Mar 28       8:00 a.m.    For our Parish 
        

Sun Mar 28     10:00 a.m     Charley and Mim Shepler 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $3,625.00         Loose $3,005.00 

                         Total          $6,630.00 
52 envelopes returned = 26% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 
 

Assignments for March 27 & 28, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Chad Wolford, Nick Recker 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor:  Dave Roby 

Ushers:  Jeanne and Jerry Wehri 

Lector:  Jenny Roby 

E.M.:  Edna Conkling 

Servers: Elizabeth Honse 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Kevin Vance 

Ushers: Volunteer 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Volunteer 

Server:  Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Kevin Vance 

Ushers:  Roger Brodman 

Lectors: Lisa Welch 

E.M.:  Michelle Risner 

Servers:  Carson and Ty Meyer 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Readings for March 28, 2021 

Palm Sunday 

1
st
 Reading: Isaiah 50:4–7                      

2
nd

 Reading: Philippians 2:6 – 11             

Gospel Reading: Mark 14:1 – 15:47   

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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…The “hour” will also be Jesus’ moment of exaltation. 

Jesus’ “hour” will become both the moment He dreads 

and the moment of His glorification.  

 In today’s passage Jesus claims authority over 

death as He predicts the coming of His own death. Jesus 

promises that His loss of life will produce a harvest of 

life for all who trust and believe in Him. Jesus uses the 

analogy of the need for a grain of wheat to fall to the 

ground and die in order for fruit to be produced to 

describe the necessity of His death so that humanity may 

gain eternal life. Jesus then moves from the analogy of 

the grain of wheat to reflect on the fate of his disciples. 

Those who follow Jesus must be willing to do what He 

will do: lose their life in order to gain eternal life.       

 We may ask: “Why must I hate my life in this 

world in order to live in the next and why must I become 

a servant in order to follow Jesus?” The answers to these 

questions are quite simple. If and when we are willing to 

let go of our mortal lives, laying them down to bear fruit 

and serving without counting the cost, we will please our 

God and on the final day God will lift us up and we will 

share in Jesus’ glory. For us believers, death cannot and 

will not have the final word. Rather resurrection and 

eternal life is the final word as we will participate in 

Jesus’ victory and live with our God forever! Have a 

blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John 

 

Holy Week  The sign-up sheet is out for liturgical 

ministers to sign up to help with the Holy  

Week liturgies.  Please offer yourselves for this service 

to God and the parish. 

 

The schedule for Holy Week is as follows: 

On Wednesday, March 31, there will be Holy Hour from 

5 – 6, Stations of the Cross at 6:30 and Mass at 7:00 in 

the evening. 

The schedule for the Triduum is:  

Holy Thursday, April 1, 7:00 o’clock – Mass followed 

by Adoration until 10:00 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 2, the community cross walk will 

take place at 11:30 starting at St. John’s United Church 

of Christ.  Our Good Friday service will be at 7:00 in the 

evening. 

Holy Saturday, April 3, 8:30 p.m. – Easter Vigil service 

with Baptism, profession of faith and Confirmation 

Easter Sunday, April 4, Masses at 8:00 and 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Please be generous with your time. Thank you 

to our wonderful and dedicated volunteers! 
     

We extend our deepest sympathy to the entire 
Hohenbrink family as they mourn the loss of 
Alfred Hohenbrink. May he rest in peace.  
 
Parish Penance Service   Besides the usual time for 
confession before each weekend Mass, we will also be 
having a penance service tomorrow, Monday, March 
22nd beginning at 6:30 p.m.  
 

To report any suspected or actual sexual abuse of a 

minor by Diocesan personnel, immediate contact should 

be made with local civil authorities, and with the Toledo 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator. The 

coordinator can be reached at 419-214-4880 (private 

line) or 419-244-6711, ext. 4880 in the Toledo calling 

area, or 1-800-926-8277, ext. 4880 (Outside Toledo, 

Within Ohio). For more information and resources 

please visit the Diocesan 

website:  https://toledodiocese.org/page/protecting-

youth-victim-assistance#_reporting_abuse 

 
Shop at Community Markets and support Catholic Youth 

Summer Campers. Bring your receipts to church and place 

them in the envelope of your favorite camper throughout the 

month. There will be a small prize awarded to the winning 

team.  

 
VBS Meeting There will be an informational meeting for 

those interested in helping with Rocky Railway VBS this year. 

The meeting will be at St. Mary’s on Monday, March 29
th

 at 

6:30 p.m. For more information, contact Kelly Honse.  

 
ACA Progress Countless lives are touched 

by every contribution to our 2021 Diocesan 

Annual Appeal.    Thank you for pledging to 

help meet our parish goal of $14,364, as of 

March 12, 46 of our families has raised $6,725.83.  

Thank you!!  
 
 

P.R.E.P  
 

K-5: Class will meet Wednesday, March 24 from 6:30 – 

7:30.  
 

6
th

 Grade: Class will meet today from 11 – 12:45 
 

Jr High: Class will meet today from 11 – 12:45  
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet today from 11 – 12:45  
 

https://toledodiocese.org/page/protecting-youth-victim-assistance#_reporting_abuse
https://toledodiocese.org/page/protecting-youth-victim-assistance#_reporting_abuse
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Area Fish Fries  

 

 Ottawa K of C will be hosting 

their annual fish fries 4:30 p.m. –

7:00 p.m. every Friday now through Good Friday. 

Drive-thru carry-out only. The cost per meal is 

$10.00 and includes five pieces of fish, two pieces 

of garlic bread, French fries, and applesauce.  

 The Columbus Grove American Legion will be 

hosting their annual fish fires 5 – 7 p.m. every 

Friday now through Good Friday. Drive thru carry 

out only. The cost per meal is $8.00 and include 

fish, French fries or baked potato, and a dinner 

roll.  

 For Fish Fries around the Diocese of Toledo, 

please follow this link: 2021 Fish Fry Guide! 

 
 

Annual Catholic Appeal  Countless lives are 

touched by every contribution to our 2021 

Diocesan Annual Appeal. Children, seminarians, 

the sick and the aged, the needy – they all 

depend on our generosity. Faith, hope, and love come 

alive through the ACA, which in turn fosters the Holy 

Disciples, Holy Families, and Holy Vocations. Thank 

you for pledging to help meet our parish goal of 

$14,364 and assure the continuation of these programs 

and services. As of March 12, 46 of our families has 

raised $6,725.83.  For more information on ministries 

funded by the appeal, visit: https://www.acatoledo.org/ 

Thank you for your continued generosity!  
 
 
 
Forgiven: The Transforming Power of Confession is 
a three-week study that explores the grace and 
healing offered in Confession and shows how this 
sacrament of mercy reveals the depth and bounty of 
God’s love. By looking at God’s revelation of his 
mercy in Scripture and making a step-by-step 
examination of the Rite itself, Forgiven communicates 
God’s invitation to each one of us to come experience 
his indescribable love in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. https://watch.formed.org/forgiven 
 
Session 1: Where are You? - February 20-21 
Session 2: An Encounter with Mercy – March 6 – 7 
Session 3: Embraced in Mercy: The Rite Explained – 
March 20 – 21 

 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014o1dmpnfU85OavNB571bpMXwsvKWtfBBe0OyvbzFLu8rt5vwYaoF0ZnGhfnVzvz-_ZjOQ3HQFPz5V9qLZMnvUAx0T5pFup3ArFJ_9_V09lf7X7HQzEiIsVIcE8hGPuIhwmZ7F3IZQ_15zRVm3WOY_5fgdHRH6hKTB96jIYJCGS1AeAKMqusjx1cEb1Th7u60baV8QBTI_q5TaqmnvVKDAcp7SfQ9UbyDsBWTZOCbplE=&c=349iE5foo-IwkwuUp3xXhJycfkDqPghivdPHoz13zxYb2ur19jbn5g==&ch=Pwu7d9Hk13RSzVM_y_XRDTuuTstwOpbg5aeqxU2IwZIJ7cx2DT45Lw==
https://www.acatoledo.org/
https://watch.formed.org/forgiven

