
St. Mary’s Catholic Church                                               
3

rd
 Sunday of Easter                                                                                                                         April 18, 2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 It is always frustrating to witness an event 

without actually knowing what is going on and 

understanding what this event means. From our personal 

experience we know the difference between having an 

experience and knowing its meaning and being part of 

an event and understanding its significance. In Scripture 

Jesus makes the distinction between those who merely 

“see and hear” and those who actually “perceive and 

understand.” Being part of an event does not 

necessarily guarantee that we will totally understand its 

meaning. As the author T.S. Elliot stated: “We have had 

experiences but missed their meaning.” 

 In today’s Gospel passage from St. Luke, we 

see how the disciples cannot make sense of Jesus’ recent 

death nor can they make sense of what is going on when 

Jesus appears to them. Luke wrote his Gospel to 

encourage the early Christians to strengthen their belief 

that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God. In his 

account of Jesus’ Resurrection, Luke emphasizes that 

only the Risen Christ can make sense of the events of 

Good Friday and Easter Sunday. By themselves the 

disciples cannot arrive at an understanding of what is 

going on. They need the Risen Christ to uncover the 

meaning of all that has happened.   

  Luke demonstrates this dramatically in today’s 

Gospel passage. The two disciples who had encountered 

Jesus on the road to Emmaus have now returned to 

Jerusalem to be reunited with the other assembled 

disciples. Luke tells us that the two disciples told the 

others “their story of what had happened on the road and 

how they recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread.” 

But the question still remained: how can the other 

disciples actually make sense of all that has happened? 

This question is answered when Jesus appears to the 

disciples and says to them “Peace be with you.” Rather 

than rejoicing in His presence, the disciples become 

alarmed and frightened. They do not recognize Jesus and 

they are certain that they are actually seeing a ghost. 

They are unable to make sense of what is happening in 

their midst just as they were unable to make sense of the 

recent events that had happened in Jerusalem the 

previous two days.  

 Luke serves notice that the appearance of the 

Risen Jesus is not by itself a compelling demonstration 

of His reality. By itself, the appearance of Jesus does not 

open the disciples’ eyes. Therefore Jesus appeals to the 

disciple’s sense of touch so that they can see who it is 

they are encountering. Jesus then appeals to their reason, 

“ghosts have no flesh.”   After that Jesus asks them for 

something to eat, proving that He is really alive and not 

merely a ghost.     Continued… 

 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Apr 17            4:00 p.m    Rosemary Meyer 
 

Sun Apr 18            8:00 a.m.   Fr. Gary Ferguson 
        

Sun Apr 18         10:00 a.m     Fr. Dave Beck 
 

Sat Apr 24            4:00 p.m     Alfred Hohenbrink 
 

Sun Apr 25           8:00 a.m.    For our parish 
        

Sun Apr 25         10:00 a.m     Teresa Rieman 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $3,670.00         Loose $1,662.00 

                         Total          $5,332.00 
   30 envelopes returned = 15% 

Easter to date:   $5,620.00 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
 

Assignments for April 24 & 25, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Angie Wenger, Barb Galvan 
 

 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor:  Dave Roby 

Ushers:  Jeanne and Jerry Wehri 

Lector:  Jenny Roby 

E.M.:  Edna Conkling 

Servers: Elizabeth Honse 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Courtney McLaughlin 

Ushers: Volunteer 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Volunteer 

Server:  Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Courtney McLaughlin 

Ushers:  Roger Brodman 

Lectors:  Lisa Welch 

E.M.:  Kevin Vance 

Servers:  Carson and Ty Meyer 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Readings for April 25, 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

1
st
 Reading: Acts 4:8 – 12                       

2
nd

 Reading: 1 John 3:1 – 2             

Gospel Reading: John 10:11 –18   

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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… However, it is only when Jesus tells them what He 

meant when He was with them and opens their minds to 

the understanding of Scriptures that they come to believe 

in Him. By interpreting what happened, the Risen Christ 

draws the disciples out of their doubt and confusion. The 

disciples cannot do that for themselves as they cannot 

see or understand what is going on. Only the Risen 

Christ can take the disciples from mystery into 

revelation and from confusion into understanding. 

 In their new understanding of Jesus’ 

Resurrection these disciples become witnesses; not just 

eyewitnesses to what has happened, but witnesses to the 

meaning of all that has taken place. Our understanding 

of the significance of Jesus’ Resurrection is based on the 

unique experience of those early disciples. We will 

always be indebted to them for their insight. Happily, 

those disciples did not keep their experience to 

themselves nor did they hoard their new insight. Rather 

they shared with anyone “who had ears to hear.” Those 

early disciples turned their new experience into a 

message of Good News for all people. 

 Every generation must make Jesus’ message of 

love, hope, resurrection, and eternal life its own and pass 

that message on to others. Like those early disciples we 

must keep Jesus’ message alive in our hearts and share 

His message with all those we meet. That way, the 

Gospel never dies but lives on forever. Have a blessed 

week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John    

                   
Catholic Young Adult Group: All area young adults are 
invited to the next Catholic Young Adult Group Meeting 
on Monday, April 26th at 7pm at the St. Gerard 
Elementary School Cafeteria to watch and discuss “The 
Search”. For more information please join 
the Lima/Bluffton Catholic Young Professionals 
Facebook page. 
 

ACA Progress Countless lives are touched by 

every contribution to our 2021 Diocesan 

Annual Appeal. Thank you for pledging to help 

meet our parish goal of $14,364, as of April 9, 

62 of our families has raised $9,437.50.  Thank you!!  

 
Please remember our second graders in 
prayer as they prepare to make their First 
Communion next Sunday, April 25th at the 1 
p.m. Mass.  

 
 
 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

will be observed on April 25
th

, 2021, 

also known as “Good Shepherd 

Sunday”. The purpose of this day is to 

publicly fulfill the Lord’s instruction to 

“Pray to the Lord of harvest to send 

laborers into his harvest” (Mt. 9:39, Lk. 10:2). Please 

pray that young men and women hear and respond 

generously to the Lord’s call to priesthood, diaconate, 

religious life, societies of apostolic life, or secular 

institutes.  

 

Help with VBS    It is time for St. Mary’s 

to host VBS again! Kelly is looking for 

help with set up and tear down, spray 

painting decorations, leading sing and play 

exercises and more. For more information, please 

contact Kelly Honse at the Parish Office or at 

khski7@aol.com 

 
HOLY FAMILY RADIO SPRING SPIRIT DRIVE - APRIL 
21-23!  Tune into the Truth on Holy Family Radio - 
94.9FM Lima/Ada, 88.9FM Glandorf, 88.7FM Findlay!  
Deacon Jeff Compton is inviting everyone to listen and 
help raise the funds needed for the operating expenses 
of Holy Family Radio by making your donation during our 
3 day live on-air pledge drive.  Make a pledge by calling 
1-888-287-0655 or online at 
holyfamilyradio.fm. 
 

Attention High School and College 
Graduates – We are preparing for our 
Graduation Mass and Reception on Sunday, May 23, 
and would like to include your information for the 
bulletin insert. Please email a picture and completed 
questionnaire to swartz116@outlook.com by Sunday, 
May 2. Questionnaires can be found in the Narthex or 
at https://stmarysbluffton.org/youth. If you would like 
to volunteer for a liturgical role during the Graduation 
Mass, please let us know that as well.  
 
 

P.R.E.P  
 

K-5: Class will meet Wednesday, April 21 from 6:30 – 

7:30.  
 

6
th

 Grade: Class will meet today from 11 – 12:45 
 

Jr High: Class will meet today from 11 – 12:45  
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet today from 11 – 12:45  

http://holyfamilyradio.fm/
mailto:swartz116@outlook.com
https://stmarysbluffton.org/youth
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Although the Eucharist appears to be simple 

bread and wine, it is actually the "source and 

summit" of the Christian life. Presence: The 

Mystery of the Eucharist explores the truth and 

beauty of Christ's real presence in the Eucharist It 

is the crescendo of the entire story of salvation. 
Watch Series: https://watch.formed.org/presence 

April 17-23 Presence - Episode 2: The Story of the Eucharist 

April 24-30 Presence - Episode 3: Bread for the Journey 

 
Optional 11 Minute Video for Children: Presence - For 

Children: The Miracle at Every Mass 

 

https://watch.formed.org/presence
https://watch.formed.org/presence/season:1/videos/the-story-of-the-eucharist
https://watch.formed.org/presence/season:1/videos/bread-for-the-journey
https://watch.formed.org/presence/season:1/videos/para-ninos-the-miracle-at-every-mass
https://watch.formed.org/presence/season:1/videos/para-ninos-the-miracle-at-every-mass

