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Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

Today is commonly known as Good 

Shepherd Sunday because every year on this 

Fourth Sunday of the Easter Season, we read 

the passage from St. John’s Gospel (10 :11-

18)  in which Jesus refers to Himself as the 

Good Shepherd. We hear about the familiar 

image of Jesus as a shepherd tending to His flock. This 

image is a very real and powerful physical image; an 

incarnational one.  

The Shepherd image appears throughout Scripture. 

In the Old Testament the Shepherd image is used to express 

God’s unique and special relationship with Israel. The 

shepherd image is also a favorite metaphor used to describe 

the quality of leadership of Israel’s rulers and spiritual 

leaders down through the ages. Good shepherds were 

essential for the protection and growth of God’s Chosen 

People.  In Genesis 48:15 Jacob speaks lovingly of God 

“who has been my shepherd from my birth.” David’s Psalm 

23 refers to God as “my shepherd and host.” Isaiah 40:11 

speaks of God as a shepherd who gathers the lambs and 

leads the ewes. The shepherd image also carried over to 

God’s special envoys. Jeremiah criticizes Israel’s kings and 

priests as shepherds who misled God’s flock (23:1). 

Ezekiel condemns Israel’s kings and priests for their failed 

shepherding leadership since they pastored themselves 

instead of their flocks (chapter 34).        

 In the New Testament, as today’s Gospel passage 

illustrates so well, Jesus freely applied the image of the 

Good Shepherd to Himself. In today’s passage Jesus gives 

three characteristics of a good shepherd. First, a good 

shepherd cares so much for his flock that he is willing to 

risk his life to protect them. Secondly, a good shepherd 

knows each individual sheep well since he knows them “by 

name.” Thirdly, a good shepherd cares about all of his 

sheep (even those who go astray) and he always gathers his 

scattered flock. Obviously Jesus is the personification of all 

three of these characteristics. Whereas the kings and 

spiritual leaders of Israel failed miserably in their role as 

shepherds, Jesus was successful because He is the perfect 

Good Shepherd. For all of us, Jesus is our nurturer, 

provider, leader, guide, conserver, healer, soother, 

defender, and protector. 

 The image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd 

contains the notion of a shepherd who is noble and tender 

but also tough and fearless. At the same time, Jesus is a 

strong leader and a gentle companion. He is strong enough 

to sacrifice His life for humanity while being 

compassionate towards all - especially sinners. The mixture 

of tenderness and toughness, caring and self-sacrifice, 

summarizes Jesus’ style of leadership and shepherding. In 
Jesus’ extravagant love for humanity, His own life matters 

less than that of His flock. As shepherd, Jesus is totally 

committed to the well-being of His flock. He is willing to 

protect His flock even to the point of risking His own life 

for them.  Continued…  

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Apr 24            4:00 p.m     Alfred Hohenbrink 
 

Sun Apr 25           8:00 a.m.    For our parish 
        

Sun Apr 25         10:00 a.m     Teresa Rieman, Dennis 

      Warren 
 

Sat May 1            4:00 p.m      Special Intention 
 

Sun May 2           8:00 a.m.    Urban Selhorst 
        

Sun May 2         10:00 a.m       Alfred Hohenbrink 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,525.00         Loose $293.00 

                         Total          $2,818.00 
   47 envelopes returned = 24% 

Easter to date:   $5,820.00 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
 

Assignments for May 1 & 2, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Deb Buck, Courtney Gerten 
 

 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor:  Dave Roby 

Ushers:  Jeanne and Jerry Wehri 

Lector:  Jenny Roby 

E.M.:  Diana Bucher 

Servers: Elizabeth Honse 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Courtney McLaughlin 

Ushers: Volunteer 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Volunteer 

Server:  Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Courtney McLaughlin 

Ushers:  Roger Brodman 

Lectors:  Lisa Welch 

E.M.:  Kevin Vance 

Servers:  Carson and Ty Meyer 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Readings for May 2, 2021 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

1
st
 Reading: Acts 9:26 – 31                       

2
nd

 Reading: 1 John 3:18 – 24             

Gospel Reading: John 15:1 – 8  

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3


St. Mary’s Catholic Church                                               
4

th
 Sunday of Easter                                                                                                                         April 25, 2021 

…. Jesus has a mutual, intimate relationship with His flock 

based on His own mutual and intimate relationship with 

God the Father. With Jesus the Good Shepherd present in 

our lives, we know that all is well and we need not to be 

afraid. But as we listen to the Good Shepherd’s voice we 

realize that we too are called to be shepherds. The very 

mission of the Church is a participation in the shepherding 

work of God. All of us are called to the ministry of 

“shepherding.” Clergy, parents, educators, coaches, 

medical personnel, and care-givers are shepherds in our 

community. Jesus calls all of us to lead and care for those 

who have been entrusted to our care. This week think about 

the flock in your care. What kind of example are you 

giving to those in your circle of care? What can you do to 

become more like Jesus, our Good Shepherd?  Have a 

blessed week. 

Love and prayers, 

Fr. John          

P.S. Today we also celebrate “World Day of Prayer for 

Vocations to the Priesthood and Consecrated Life”. I ask 

you and your family to take some time to pray together the 

following: 

Heavenly Father, we ask you to bless our Diocese of 

Toledo and the Redemptorists with selfless hearts that are 

willing to serve You, by serving Your Church. 
Jesus, our Good Shepherd, raise up from our homes those 

called by the Father: courageous and humble men to the 
Priesthood and faithful and zealous women and men to the 

Consecrated Life. 

Holy Spirit, help all of us to live out our personal vocation 
to holiness by listening to God’s voice and responding with 

sacrificial love and care. 

Holy Mary, Mother and Queen of Priests and Religious 
Sisters and Brothers, sanctify them and obtain for us many 

more priests and Consecrated Persons for our Diocese and 
for the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer 

(Redemptorists) Amen. 

_ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ 
Congratulations to the fifteen children who today are 

receiving Jesus for the first time in Holy Communion:  
Alyus Benton 
McKenna Dulle 
Thomas Goedde 
Eden Hagen 
Jonathan Herrmann 
Kaidree Hohenbrink 
Bennett Kimmel 
Samuel Lovett 
Kenzlee Niese 
Maria Rahrig 
Ivan Rodabaugh 
Ava Schulte 
Kenna Swank 
Lillian Utendorf 
Keanna Vogel      

Congratulations to Mitch Jolliff and 

Veronica Risner on the baptism of their 

son, Cayson. Welcome to the family, 

Cayson!  
 
Attention High School and College 
Graduates – We are preparing for our 
Graduation Mass and Reception on Sunday, 
May 23, and would like to include your 
information for the bulletin insert. Please email a picture 
and completed questionnaire to swartz116@outlook.com 
by Sunday, May 2. Questionnaires can be found in the 
Narthex or at https://stmarysbluffton.org/youth. If you 
would like to volunteer for a liturgical role during the 
Graduation Mass, please let us know that as well.  

 

Catholic Young Adult Group: All area young adults are 
invited to the next Catholic Young Adult Group Meeting 
tomorrow, April 26th at 7pm at the St. Gerard 
Elementary School Cafeteria to watch and discuss “The 
Search”. For more information please join 
the Lima/Bluffton Catholic Young Professionals 
Facebook page. 
 

ACA Progress Countless lives are touched by 

every contribution to our 2021 Diocesan 

Annual Appeal. Thank you for pledging to help 

meet our parish goal of $14,364, as of April 16, 

65 of our families has raised $9,562.50.  Thank you!!  
 

Although the Eucharist appears to be simple 

bread and wine, it is actually the "source and 

summit" of the Christian life. Presence: The 

Mystery of the Eucharist explores the truth and 

beauty of Christ's real presence in the Eucharist It 

is the crescendo of the entire story of salvation. 
Watch Series: https://watch.formed.org/presence 

April 24-30 Presence - Episode 3: Bread for the Journey 
 

P.R.E.P  
 

K-5: Class will meet Wednesday, April 28 from 6:30 – 

7:30.  
 

6
th

 Grade: Class will meet May 2 from 11 – 12:45 
 

Jr High: Class will meet May 2 from 11 – 12:45  
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet May 2 from 11 – 12:45  
  

mailto:swartz116@outlook.com
https://stmarysbluffton.org/youth
https://watch.formed.org/presence
https://watch.formed.org/presence/season:1/videos/bread-for-the-journey
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Although the Eucharist appears to be simple 

bread and wine, it is actually the "source and 

summit" of the Christian life. Presence: The 

Mystery of the Eucharist explores the truth and 

beauty of Christ's real presence in the Eucharist It 

is the crescendo of the entire story of salvation. 
Watch Series: https://watch.formed.org/presence 

April 17-23 Presence - Episode 2: The Story of the Eucharist 

April 24-30 Presence - Episode 3: Bread for the Journey 

 
Optional 11 Minute Video for Children: Presence - For 

Children: The Miracle at Every Mass 

 
 

https://watch.formed.org/presence
https://watch.formed.org/presence/season:1/videos/the-story-of-the-eucharist
https://watch.formed.org/presence/season:1/videos/bread-for-the-journey
https://watch.formed.org/presence/season:1/videos/para-ninos-the-miracle-at-every-mass
https://watch.formed.org/presence/season:1/videos/para-ninos-the-miracle-at-every-mass

