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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 If we were going to give a name to this Sixth 

Sunday of the Easter season, we might call this Sunday 

“Love Sunday” since love is the main theme in today’s 

Scripture readings. Our readings describe the real love that 

exists within the Holy Trinity and remind us of the real 

love that God has for us and the love that we should have 

for one another. God’s love for us is unconditional and 

everlasting. The love we should have for one another is not 

some warm fuzzy feeling or emotion. Rather our love 

should be a conscious act of the will, a decision, and a 

commitment to act for the benefit of another no matter how 

we feel about them.     

 I am sure we can all admit that it is easy to love 

God and other people in the abstract. In the classic words of 

the comic strip Peanuts character Lucy: “I love mankind; 

it’s people that I can’t stand.” It is easy for us to love God, 

our family members, neighbors, classmates and co-workers 

when they don’t disappoint us or mess up our plans. It is 

easy to love God and others as long as they don’t challenge 

us or take us out of our comfort zone. It is easy to love God 

and people when they give us what we want or desire. 

However, today’s Scripture readings command us to love 

God and one another without any conditions, limitations or 

qualifications. Our readings challenge us to love God and 

one another without judgement, measurements or 

expectations of a return. 

 Today’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

records a huge step in the apostles’ fulfillment of carrying 

out Jesus’ command to bring His Gospel message of love to 

everyone. This story is about the baptism of the centurion 

Cornelius and isn’t merely another conversion story. 

Rather, it is the definitive answer to one of the first 

dilemmas facing the early Church: whether a pagan could 

become a Christian without first accepting Judaism and 

following its strict customs and laws (circumcision and 

dietary). Jesus’ earliest disciples were all brought up in the 

Jewish religion and tradition before they accepted the 

Christian faith. The Jews believed that God only gave His 

blessings and privileges to them and other nations were 

outside that pale. However, the apostle Peter had a vision in 

which God revealed to him that God’s word and love is for 

all people. Therefore a person could become a Christian 

without accepting and following Jewish traditions and laws.  

In entering the home of the pagan Cornelius and baptizing 

him and his household, Peter boldly witnesses to and loudly 

proclaims this message of God’s love for all people-Jews 

and Gentile pagans. 

 The teaching about love is the heart of today’s 

second reading from First Letter of John. The author of this 

Letter stresses two fundamental truths and realities of our 
Christian faith. First, God is love and God loved us so 

much that He sent His Son Jesus into the world so that we 

might have life through Him. Such love is God’s most 

gracious gift to us.    Continued… 

 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat May 8            4:00 p.m     Jim Alt + Kathy Sehlhorst 
 

Sun May 9           8:00 a.m.   Fr. Cleo Schmenk + Fr.  

     Chris Bozar 
        

Sun May 9         10:00 a.m      Gene Badertscher 
 

Sat May 15           4:00 p.m     John + Nathan Siefker 
 

Sun May 16           8:00 a.m.   Special Intention  
        

Sun May 16         10:00 a.m     In Thanksgiving 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $4,205.00         Loose $118.00 

                         Total          $4,323.00 
   50 envelopes returned = 25% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
 

Assignments for May 15 & 16, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Nick Recker, Tonya Meyer 
 

 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor: Karen Phillips 

Ushers:    

Lector:    
E.M.:   Tricia Herrmann 

Servers:  Carson and Ty Meyer 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Kevin Vance 

Ushers: Chuck Niese 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Amy Marcum 

Server:  Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Kevin Vance 

Ushers:    

Lectors:    
E.M.:  Michelle Risner 

Servers:  Elizabeth Honse 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Readings for May 16, 2021 

Ascension of the Lord 

1
st
 Reading: Acts 1:1 – 11                       

2
nd

 Reading: Ephesians 1:17 – 23             

Gospel Reading: Mark 16:15 – 20  

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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…. Secondly, we must love one another with the 

unconditional sacrificial love Jesus had for us. If we do so, 

then we will imitate that love which God had extended to 

us. 

 Today’s Gospel passage from St. John is a 

continuation of Jesus’ discourse on the Vine and the 

branches. The branches receive life from the Vine and will 

grow and be fruitful as long as they remain in Jesus’ love.  

Today’s passage is one of the best-known discourses on 

love.  

The source of this love is divine love itself. This passage is 

one of the clearest expressions of God’s desire for us; of 

God’s great love that yearns for intimate communion. Jesus 

puts it into simple words for us: “As the Father loves me, 

so I love you;” “love one another as I love you.” Jesus 

promises us that if we abide in His love and obey His 

commandments then we will abide in His joy. The love that 

Jesus is talking about is an active love; one that reaches out 

to others-God to Jesus, Jesus to His disciples, and the 

disciples to one another. This love reveals itself in action 

and sacrifice; to the point of laying down one’s life for 

others. Feelings and emotions are not enough. Words are an 

inadequate substitute. The love that Jesus is speaking about 

calls for drastic action: good deeds and self-sacrifice.   

 The love that Jesus demands of all of us is simple 

but profound: “love one another as He has loved us.” This 

means we must put ourselves second for the sake of others, 

that we bring joy to others and that we honor, cherish, and 

respect others. Loving others as Jesus loves us means 

putting aside our own hopes and wants and realizing the 

hopes and wants of others. Loving like Jesus means caring 

for others with humility and understanding regardless of the 

sacrifice demanded of us. Loving like Jesus means we 

make the first move to forgive, reconcile and heal, no 

matter how undeserving. Remember-let us love one another 

as Jesus loves us! Have a blessed week. 

Love &Prayers, 

Fr. John      

P.S. I want to acknowledge and 

wish all mothers and mothers-

to-be a very Blessed and Happy 

Mother’s Day. Thank you for 

mirroring God’s unconditional 

and everlasting love to all of us, 

especially to your children and 

grandchildren. May God continue 

to shower blessings upon you as 

you live out your vocation of motherhood.  May Our 

Blessed Mother Mary watch over and protect you always. 

Enjoy your special day of love!   

             
P.P.S. I want to congratulate our 28 young parishioners 

who received the gift of the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of 

Confirmation this weekend. May you continue to grow in 

your Catholic faith and use your gifts/talents to enrich our 

Parish Community.  God bless you     

Liturgy Schedule Sign up sheets are out in the 
main entrance for the liturgy schedule. Please be 

generous with your time. We cannot do this 
without you! Thank you to those who have signed 

up already and continually give of yourselves.  
 

 
The Feast of the Ascension will be 
celebrated on Sunday, May 16th, according to 
our Diocesan tradition. Therefore Thursday, 
May 13th is observed as an Easter Weekday 
and Mass will not be celebrated at St. Mary’s 

that day.  

 
Graduation Cookout & Reception All high 
school and college graduates and their families 
are invited to join us for a cookout and 
reception following the 10:00 Mass on Sunday, 
May 23. Please stop by the sign-up sheet on 
the counter in the Narthex to let us know if you plan to 
attend. We look forward to celebrating with you! 

 
Are you a Catholic homeschooling family in the Toledo 
diocese? Then please join us at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
June 1, at Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Cathedral in 
Toledo for our Annual Diocesan Homeschooling Mass 
and Graduation with Bishop Daniel E. Thomas.  If 
you have a student who will be graduating 8th grade, or 
a graduating high school senior, and would like to 
participate in the ceremony after the Mass, please email 
Lisa-Ann Brickner at oyc81@yahoo.com by May 25th.  
We will also welcome any 2020 graduates who would 
like to participate.  Please also respond by May 25th for 
2020 graduates. We can't wait to see you there! 

 
Citizens National Bank is now hiring in 
Bluffton for a full-time customer service 
representative, a full-time operations 

specialist, and a part-time teller. Visit 
www.cnbohio.com under “Resources”, “Careers” for 
more information and to apply today!  

 
ACA Progress Countless lives are touched 

by every contribution to our 2021 Diocesan 

Annual Appeal. Thank you for pledging to 

help meet our parish goal of $14,364, as of 

April 30, 75 of our families has raised $10,437.50.  

Thank you!!  
 

 

PREP, JH, + God Squad 
 
Last week was the final class for the year. Have a great 

summer! We look forward to seeing you all in the fall  

mailto:oyc81@yahoo.com
http://www.cnbohio.com/


St. Mary’s Catholic Church                                               
6

th
 Sunday of Easter                                                                                                                            May 9, 2021 


