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Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

 Today we celebrate the Feast of the 

Ascension of the Lord, the day that Jesus was 

“taken up into heaven and took His seat at the 

right hand of God.”  The Catechism of the 

Catholic Church tells us that the Feast of the 

Ascension “marks the definitive entrance of 

Jesus’ humanity into God’s heavenly domain, 

whence He will come again” (CCC 665). The Catechism 

also states that “Jesus Christ having entered the sanctuary 

of heaven once and for all intercedes constantly for us as 

the mediator who assures us of the permanent outpouring 

of the Holy Spirit” (CCC 667). The actual event of Jesus’ 

ascending into heaven is only mentioned by Luke (24:50-

51; Acts 1:19). This event is not mentioned in Matthew or 

John’s Gospels. There is only a brief reference to Jesus’ 

ascension described in Mark’s Gospel.  The reference in 

Mark comes in what is called the “longer ending” (16: 9-

20) of his Gospel. However, most Scripture scholars claim 

that this reference is not part of Mark’s original Gospel and 

that it was not composed by him. Scholars believe it was 

written by someone in the Second Century A.D. The real 

significance of Jesus’ Ascension is not merely limited to a 

single literal historical event. Rather the real significance of 

the Ascension can be found in the theological concept of 

the Paschal Mystery- Jesus’ suffering, death, resurrection 

and His return to the Father.  All these events are 

understood as one saving event referred to as “the Christ 

event.” This theological perspective is implied in all four 

Gospels.  

 The Ascension is the culminating event of Jesus’ 

life, death, and resurrection. Jesus’ ascension brought 

closure to His earthly ministry while at the same time 

launching the ministry of His disciples. It should be noted 

that the Ascension is not just an “afterthought” feast 

bringing closure to Jesus’ earthly life and ministry. Rather, 

this feast is a celebration of Jesus’ return to the Father to 

intercede for us and make possible the sending of the Holy 

Spirit for the continuation of God’s plan of salvation for all 

people. Thus, the key theological point of Jesus’ Ascension 

is to bring “the Christ event” to a satisfactory conclusion; 

Jesus started and ended in union with God. Today’s feast is 

also a reminder for all of Jesus’ disciples to carry on Jesus’ 

mission and ministry of “proclaiming the Gospel to every 

creature.” Although Jesus’ divine work was completed on 

earth He now prepares His disciples to take over and 

continue His ministry and mission.  These theological 

concepts are clearly evident in today’s Scripture readings. 

In today’s first reading from the Acts of the 

Apostles, we hear Luke’s account of Jesus’ Ascension into 

heaven. In his account Luke places emphasis on the work 
that the apostles still have to accomplish- witnessing to 

Jesus by bringing His message “to the ends of the earth,” 

This necessary action is highlighted when two men in white 

garments suddenly appear after Jesus had ascended to the 

Father.      Continued… 

 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat May 15           4:00 p.m     John + Nathan Siefker 
 

Sun May 16           8:00 a.m.   Special Intention  
        

Sun May 16         10:00 a.m     In Thanksgiving 
 

Sat May 22           4:00 p.m     Lillian, Richard + Ellen 

     Von Lehmden 
 

Sun May 23           8:00 a.m.   For our Parish  
        

Sun May 23         10:00 a.m    Special Intention 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,250.00         Loose $423.00 

                         Total          $2,673.00 
  41 envelopes returned = 21% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
 

Assignments for May 22 & 23, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Barb Galvan, Deb Goldenetz 
 

 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor: Dave Roby 

Ushers:  Volunteer  

Lector:   Jenny Roby 

E.M.:  Edna Conkling 

Servers:  Volunteer 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Kevin Vance 

Ushers: Volunteer 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Volunteer 

Server:  Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers:   Volunteer 

Lectors:   Lisa Welch 

E.M.:  Logan Welch 

Servers:  Conner Gerten 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Readings for May 23, 2021 

Pentecost Sunday 

1
st
 Reading: Acts 2:1 – 11                       

2
nd

 Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3 - 7, 12 - 13             

Gospel Reading: John 20:19 – 23  
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… These men reassure the apostles that Jesus will 

dramatically return someday just as He was taken up from 

their midst. In the meantime, they must wait for the Holy 

Spirit to descend upon them empowering them in carrying 

out their mission and ministry of bringing Jesus’ Gospel 

message of love and mercy to everyone. 

Today’s Gospel passage from Mark begins with 

Jesus commissioning His disciples to proclaim the Gospel 

to every creature. Mark then emphasizes the necessity of 

faith and Baptism for anyone who wants to be saved. Mark 

includes a series of signs that will be manifested by those 

disciples who were commissioned by Jesus. They will be 

able to: cast out demons, speak new languages, pick up 

serpents with their hands, drink deadly things without being 

harmed, and be able to heal the sick by laying their hands 

upon them. Mark then briefly describes the actual event of 

Jesus’ Ascension as Jesus is taken up into heaven. Mark’s 

final word affirms that the disciples did successfully carry 

out the proclamation of Jesus’ Gospel as “the Lord Jesus 

worked with and thru them.”  

The mystery of Jesus’ Ascension proclaims several 

great truths for us: (1) Although Jesus now sits at the right 

hand of the Father in heaven, He still remains with us as He 

promised He would. We encounter Jesus’ presence through 

our prayer, in the sacraments especially the Eucharist, in 

Scripture and through each other. (2) Jesus’ ascension is a 

preview of God’s plan for each of us who are faithful to 

Him.  One day we too will rise in glory and be with our 

God as we enter into eternal life. (3) In the meantime, while 

we remain here on earth, we must continue carrying out 

Jesus’ ministry and mission of “going into the whole world 

and proclaiming His Gospel to everyone.”   Have a blessed 

week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John     

 
 
Graduation Cookout & Reception All 2021 
high school and college graduates and their 
families are invited to join us for a cookout and 
reception following the 10:00 Mass next 
Sunday, May 23. Please stop by the sign-up sheet on the 
counter in the Narthex to let us know if you plan to 
attend. We look forward to celebrating with you! 

 
Our Annual Maintenance Day will 
be Saturday, June 12, from 8 a.m. 
until noon, and includes lunch. There 
will be some outside work and some 
inside work within the church. Please 

mark your calendars and be on the lookout for the sign 
up sheets to help! We are also asking for some food 
donations for lunch if you would like to help with that. 
Thank you and God bless!    Fr. John 

Registration for VBS The registration for 

Vacation Bible School open tomorrow, May 

17
th
. Forms can be found in the main entrance 

of church and should be completed and 

returned to St. Mary’s Catholic Church or First 

Mennonite Church. As a reminder, the dates for VBS are 

July 18
th
 – July 22

nd
. If you have any questions, please 

contact Kelly Honse.  
 
Are you a Catholic homeschooling family in the 
Toledo diocese? Then please join us at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 1, at Queen of the Most Holy Rosary 
Cathedral in Toledo for our Annual Diocesan 
Homeschooling Mass and Graduation with Bishop 
Daniel E. Thomas.  If you have a student who will be 
graduating 8th grade, or a graduating high school senior, 
and would like to participate in the ceremony after the 
Mass, please email Lisa-Ann Brickner 
at oyc81@yahoo.com by May 25th.  We will also 
welcome any 2020 graduates who would like to 
participate.  Please also respond by May 25th for 2020 
graduates. We can't wait to see you there! 

 
Citizens National Bank is now hiring in 
Bluffton for a full-time customer service 
representative, a full-time operations 
specialist, and a part-time teller. Visit 

www.cnbohio.com under “Resources”, “Careers” for 
more information and to apply today!  

 
ACA Progress Countless lives are touched 

by every contribution to our 2021 Diocesan 

Annual Appeal. Thank you for pledging to 

help meet our parish goal of $14,364, as of 

May 7, 80 of our families has raised $11,137.50.  Thank 

you!!  
 

Each year, the Diocese of Toledo is required to 

undergo an audit to ensure that it is in compliance with 

the articles of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of 

Children and Young People. Bishop Daniel Thomas is 

pleased to announce that the Diocese was found to be in 

full compliance with the requirements in the Charter 

following the audit for the fiscal year 2019-2020. The 

Diocese of Toledo remains committed to ensuring the 

protection of children and providing a safe environment 

for all youth. If you have any knowledge of abuse that 

has been committed by a cleric or by any personnel of 

the Catholic Church, you are urged to report the abuse to 

your local police department, Children Services, and to 

contact the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator at 

1933 Speilbusch Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43604. For more 

information, please visit this website: 

https://toledodiocese.org/page/protecting-youth-victim-

assistance#_reporting_abuse  
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