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  Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 Today we celebrate the great solemnity of 

Pentecost. This feast commemorates many special 

events, all of which remind us of God’s interaction 

with humanity. Among the ancient Jewish people, 

this feast was originally celebrated as a harvest 

festival acknowledging God’s generous abundance 

of first-fruits given to them. Later it became known as the 

feast of Shavuot, which in turn was fifty days after the feast 

of Passover. Shavuot marked the establishment of the 

Covenant of God with the Israelites recalling the moment 

when the Israelites came to constitute themselves as a 

people of God. By the first century A.D., for the Jews 

Pentecost became known as the Festival of the Law given 

on Mt. Sinai. 

 Among Christians, the name Pentecost comes 

from the Greek meaning the fiftieth day after Easter and the 

last Sunday of the Easter season. Pentecost is also known 

as the feast celebrating the birthday of the Christian 

Church. It is the festival celebration of the Christian New 

Covenant with God. Pentecost is also the Feast of the Holy 

Spirit, honoring the Spirit’s descent upon the apostles 

empowering them to carry on Jesus’ mission and ministry 

of sharing His Gospel with all nations. With this feast 

Jesus’ earthly mission is completed and the Holy Spirit 

inaugurates the life of the Church in Jesus’ name. And 

Pentecost is the celebration of our own particular 

giftedness. The Holy Spirit gives each of us a variety of 

gifts to be used for the glory of God, for our own spiritual 

growth and for the betterment of our families, communities, 

and world. 

In today’s Scripture readings there are two 

accounts (St. Luke and St. John) describing the Pentecost 

event of the coming of the Holy Spirit.  Luke’s version is 

found in today’s passage from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Luke begins his account by mentioning the time was 

fulfilled making it clear that a peak moment in God’s 

salvation plan had arrived. The apostles were gathered 

together in prayer in a room in Jerusalem when suddenly 

they experienced the noise of a driving wind. Then tongues 

of fire appeared and rested upon the apostles. The apostles 

were filled with the Holy Spirit and found themselves 

speaking in various different languages. The abruptness of 

this spiritual experience accentuates the fact that the Holy 

Spirit is refashioning and renewing the apostles with great 

confidence so that they could become proclaimers of God’s 

word. Filled with God’s Spirit, the apostles left the room 

and boldly went forth proclaiming “the mighty acts of 

God” to all nations. 

Today’s Gospel passage is often referred to as the 

“Johannine Pentecost.” Perhaps St. John’s version is less 
dramatic than Luke’s but it is equally powerful. John’s 

account states that on Easter evening Jesus appeared to His 

frightened apostles who were gathered together in a locked 

room. Jesus offered His apostles the gift of His peace.  

     Continued… 

 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat May 22           4:00 p.m     Lillian, Richard + Ellen 

     Von Lehmden 
 

Sun May 23           8:00 a.m.   For our Parish  
        

Sun May 23         10:00 a.m    Special Intention 
 

Sat May 29           4:00 p.m     In Thanksgiving 
 

Sun May 30           8:00 a.m.   For our Parish  
        

Sun May 30         10:00 a.m    Norah + Allison Yeagle 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $1,970.00         Loose $769.00 

                         Total          $2,739.00 
  41 envelopes returned = 21% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
 

Assignments for May 29 & 30, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Angie Wenger, Chad Wolford 
 

 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor: Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers:  Volunteer  

Lector:   Volunteer 

E.M.:  Jennifer Tschuor 

Servers: KJ Hohenbrink 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Courtney McLaughlin 

Ushers: Volunteer 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Volunteer 

Server:  Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Courtney McLaughlin 

Ushers:   Volunteer 

Lectors:   Volunteer 

E.M.:  Michelle Risner 

Servers:  Lovett Boys 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Readings for May 30, 2021 

The Most Holy Trinity 

1
st
 Reading: Deuteronomy 4:32–34, 39-40                       

2
nd

 Reading: Romans 8:14 - 17             

Gospel Reading: Matthew 28:16 – 20  
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… Jesus assures them that He has been raised from 

the dead and that He is alive by showing them His 

wounded hands and side. When the apostles realize that 

Jesus is truly in their midst, they rejoice. Jesus then 

commissions His apostles to carry on His mission and 

ministry in the world by saying: “as the Father had sent 

Him, so He is sending them.” Jesus ratifies their 

commissioning by breathing upon them and giving them 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. In empowering the apostles with 

the gift of the Holy Spirit, Jesus gives them and the 

Catholic Church the power to forgive or retain sins.   

The same Holy Spirit that Luke and John talked 

about in today’s Scriptures is present in our midst today. 

Our task is to discover how the Holy Spirit is alive in our 

Church community and to discover how the Holy Spirit has 

“gifted” each one of us. We must always be aware of our 

call to be like the apostles and continue bringing Jesus’ 

Gospel message to others. Like the apostles we must boldly 

continue carrying out Jesus’ mission and ministry by 

sharing our gifts and talents with our wounded world. So 

together let us pray: “Come Holy Spirit, fill our hearts and 

enkindle within us the fire of your love. Send forth your 

Spirit upon us so that we can re-create our world!” Have a 

blessed and Holy Spirit filled week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John    

 
 
Our Annual Maintenance Day will 
be Saturday, June 12, from 8 a.m. 
until noon, and includes lunch. There 
will be some outside work and some 
inside work within the church. Please 

mark your calendars and be on the lookout for the sign 
up sheets to help! We are also asking for some food 
donations for lunch if you would like to help with that. 
Thank you and God bless!    Fr. John 

 
The Redemptorist Parishes are taking up a second 
collection for those people affected by the volcano 
eruption on the eastern Caribbean Island of Saint 
Vincent. The collection will take place next weekend, 
May 29

th
 and 30

th
. The Redemptorist minister to and 

serve the people of this area. They are turning to us and 
are asking for our financial support so that they may 
provide basic needs: water, food, clothing, blankets, etc. 
as they return home to start rebuilding their life. They 
ask that you pray for their Missionaries, Fr. Kevin Murray 
and Br. Gerard St. Hilaire, as they minister to those who 
are suffering and have lost hope.  

 
ACA Progress  Thank you for pledging to 

help meet our parish goal of $14,364, as of 

May 14, 82 of our families has raised 

$11,287.50.  Thank you!!  

Liturgical Guidelines – effective June 5, 2021 
 Face Masks are not required – the personal 

decision by some members to continue wearing 

masks should be respected out of charity 

 Seating will no longer be limited – we will have 

a designated socially distanced area for those who 

prefer it in the chapel and in the back of church 

 Holy water fonts will be filled 

 The sign of peace may be resumed – the Sign 

of Peace does not necessarily imply physical touch 

with others. Some members of the faithful may still 

be reluctant and their preference for no physical 

contact should be respected 

 Holy Communion reception on the hand or 

tongue is the prerogative of the communicant 

Last week, the Catholic Bishops of Ohio 

announced the lifting of the dispensation to 

attend Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation 

effective the weekend June 5/6, 2021. Bishop 

Daniel Thomas released a memo with particular 

liturgical guidelines for the Diocese which will take 

effect the weekend of June 5/6. To read the whole 

memo, please go to this link: https://bit.ly/3uUzP18 

 
Citizens National Bank is now hiring in 
Bluffton for a full-time customer service 
representative, a full-time operations 
specialist, and a part-time teller. Visit 

www.cnbohio.com under “Resources”, “Careers” for 
more information and to apply today!  

 
Each year, the Diocese of Toledo is required to undergo 

an audit to ensure that it is in compliance with the articles 

of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and 

Young People. Bishop Daniel Thomas is pleased to 

announce that the Diocese was found to be in full 

compliance with the requirements in the Charter following 

the audit for the fiscal year 2019-2020. The Diocese of 

Toledo remains committed to ensuring the protection of 

children and providing a safe environment for all youth. If 

you have any knowledge of abuse that has been committed 

by a cleric or by any personnel of the Catholic Church, you 

are urged to report the abuse to your local police 

department, Children Services, and to contact the Diocesan 

Victim Assistance Coordinator at 1933 Speilbusch Avenue, 

Toledo, Ohio 43604. For more information, please visit this 

website: https://toledodiocese.org/page/protecting-youth-

victim-assistance#_reporting_abuse  
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