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Dear Brother and Sisters: 

There is nothing as spectacular 

as nature’s growth process. For 

instance look at a field of corn. From a 

small seed it grows in eight weeks to a 

plant with over 1,400 square inches of 

leaf surface. This, of course, is one of 

the most remarkable feats of growth in 

the plant kingdom. In that time, the plant establishes a 

root system which, if laid end to end, would extend a 

distance of seven miles. With good weather, the plant 

often grows as much as four inches a day, giving rise to 

the saying that “you can hear the corn grow.” There is 

nothing as powerful as nature’s growth process. Seeds 

borne on the wind far from their source will grow, 

sprouts will often shoot forth around boulders, tree roots 

can split concrete sidewalks, weeds can push through 

cracks in asphalt, and lilacs can grow in crannied walls. 

Nature’s growth process is often imperceptible; we can 

only see it by using a time-lapse camera or by returning 

at intervals. However, nature’s growth is constant and 

inevitable as it takes place day and night, whether people 

are awake or asleep.  

Often, Sacred Scripture draws from the natural 

world’s growth process to teach us lessons about growth 

in our faith and in our spiritual life. Such is the case in 

today’s readings, which focus on the image of the 

miracle of growth: mighty cedars springing from small 

shoots, ripened grain sprouting from a blade, and a fully 

grown mustard plant emerging from the tiniest of seeds. 

  In our first reading, the prophet Ezekiel uses 

poetic language and nature imagery to pronounce an 

oracle of salvation for the Israelites, using an allegorical 

fable about a cedar tree. Ezekiel described earlier in this 

fable recent events about Judah and Babylon. An eagle 

(King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon) plucks a shoot (King 

Jehoiachin of Judah) from the top of a cedar tree (the 

royal house of David) and carries it off to a distant land. 

Thus, Ezekiel portrays Babylon’s victory over Judah and 

the subsequent exile of its king. In today’s passage 

(17:22-24), Ezekiel recasts the allegory and he has God 

plucking a tender shoot from a lofty cedar. The tender 

shoot will grow into a lofty tree towering over all other 

trees in the forest. With this imagery, Ezekiel assures the 

Israelites that David’s royal house will survive. God will 

soon free them from Babylonian captivity and bring 

them back to their homeland. Their kingdom will grow 

and increase because God is with them.  

In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus uses images 

from nature to describe the amazing growth process of 

the reality of “the Kingdom of God.” Jesus uses two 

seed parables to provide us with an insight into His 

kingdom on earth and its potential growth.   Cont’d… 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat June 12             4:00 p.m    George Donaldson, Jerry 

      Musser 
 

Sun June 13           8:00 a.m.      For our Parish  
        

Sun June 13         10:00 a.m      Special Intention 

 

Sat June 19          4:00 p.m     In thanksgiving 
 

Sun June 20         8:00 a.m.    Larry Mathewson  
        

Sun June 20      10:00 a.m     Tim Kahle, Dennis Warren, 

            Jan Schulte 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,215.00         Loose $827.00 

Children               $16.00         Total $3,058.00 

88 envelopes returned = 42% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

May E-Giving Total: $3,517.
00

 
 

Assignments for June 19 & 20, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Courtney Gerten, Angie Wenger 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor:  Kevin Vance 

Ushers:  Volunteer 

Lector:   Volunteer 

E.M.:  Tricia Herrmann 

Servers: Carson and Ty Meyer 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:   Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers: Chuck Niese 

Lector: Deb Hohenbrink 

E.M: Amy Marcum 

Server:  Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers:   Volunteer 

Lectors:   Volunteer 

E.M.:  Michelle Risner 

Servers:  Elizabeth Honse 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

… Mark tells us that Jesus took bread, blessed it  

Readings for June 20, 2021 

12
th

 Ordinary Sunday 

1
st
 Reading: Job 38:1, 8 – 11                       

2
nd

 Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:14 - 17             

Gospel Reading: Mark 4:35 – 41  

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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…In the first seed parable, Jesus compares the 

Kingdom of God to what happens when seed is sown by 

a farmer. Once the seed is sown, the farmer waits for 

harvest time. Even though nothing much seems to be 

happening, the miracle of growth is taking place. The 

seed is nurtured in its own silence and its harvest cannot 

be rushed. Like the seed, the Kingdom of God grows 

slowly day by day and it cannot be advanced by those 

restless for instant results. The point of Jesus’ parable is 

simple: just as the harvest comes in its own time, so too, 

God’s Kingdom will reach its completion in His 

appointed time. Jesus’ second seed parable compares the 

Kingdom of God to a mustard seed. The mustard seed is 

one of the smallest of seeds but eventually it grows into 

a shrub that becomes a shelter for all the birds of the air. 

The point of Jesus’ parable is that God’s Kingdom can 

grow from a small beginning and become great for the 

benefit of all people. God’s Kingdom is inclusive and 

not exclusive as it is available for everyone. 

Our faith and spiritual life is a gift from God. 

Growth in our faith and spiritual life happens with God’s 

grace. However, we are responsible for working it out.  

God gives us opportunities of bringing forth new life and 

growth amid the change and endings we experience. God 

asks us to embrace the faith of the Gospel farmer and 

live the hope of the mustard seed. If we do so, we truly 

will mature in our faith. The critical issues in whether 

we achieve growth and fullness in our spiritual life 

depends on our openness to God’s grace, our receptivity 

in faith, our doing God’s work and our deepening of our 

prayer life. Have a blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John                      

 

Congratulations to Ryan and Jessica 

Rahrig on the baptism of their daughter, 

Rose. Welcome to the family, Rose! May 

God bless you always and Our Mother of 

Perpetual Help watch over you.  
 

As a reminder, Daily Mass is celebrated Tuesday, 

Wednesday, and Friday mornings at 9 a.m. each 

week. Holy Hour is also every Wednesday from 5 – 

6 p.m.  

 
The Redemptorists would like to express their 

appreciation and gratitude to everyone who contributed 

to the special collection for St. Vincent Relief Fund. We 

raised an additional $580.00 last weekend which will go 

directly to those in need. Thank you and God bless you.  

Fr. John 

 

Prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Most holy Heart of Jesus, fountain of every 
blessing, I adore you and with lively sorrow 
for my sins I offer you this poor heart of 
mine. Make me humble, patient, pure, and 
wholly obedient to your will. Grant, good 

Jesus, that I may live in you and for you; protect me in the 
midst of danger; comfort me in my afflictions. Give me health 
of body, assistance in my temporal needs, your blessing on all 
that I do, and the grace of a holy death. Amen.  
 
Booneville Mission Trip   We are putting 
together another mission trip to Booneville 
to aid in the recovery from the floods that 
occurred in March. We will leave on June 24th and 
return June 27th. Our work days will be the 25th and 26th. 
Mass is celebrated on Saturday at 5 p.m. We are 
looking for 10 – 12 people to attend if possible. We 
will also be collecting donations to help cover costs, and 
any remaining amount will be given as a donation to 
their parish, Holy Family. We want to make as many 
purchases as possible in the Booneville area to help local 
businesses. If you are interested in attending, please see 
the signup sheet in the main entrance. For all questions, 
please contact Jerry Wehri at (419) 296-3038 (call or 
text).  
 

Vacation Bible School  The 

registration for Vacation Bible School is 

now open. Forms can be found at the 

main entrance of church and should be 

completed and turned in to the office or to First 

Mennonite Church. As a reminder, the dates for 

VBS are July 18th – July 22nd. If you have any 

questions, please contact Kelly Honse at 

khski7@aol.com or at the office phone number at 

(419) 358 – 8631. 

 
Leipsic St. Mary’s BBQ Chicken Dinner   Leipsic St. 
Mary’s is hosting a drive through only chicken BBQ on 
Father’s Day, June 20th from 10:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
Meals are $9.00 each and include 1/2 Chicken, Cheesy 
Potatoes, Baked Beans, Rolls, Cookie. Tickets are pre-
sale only and can be purchased by contacting the Parish 
Office at (419) 943-2952. 50/50 tickets can also be 
purchased for $5 each. Drive through will be on the 
south side of the PLC. For more information, please 
contact Leipsic St. Mary’s at (419) 943-2952 

 

 

mailto:khski7@aol.com
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Maria Stein Country Fest will be June 25 - 27 on 

the grounds of the Shrine of the Holy Relics in 

Maria Stein. There is free admission, parking, and 

entertainment for the event. The fest includes Mass 

on the Patio, Tractor Square Dancing, Food, Games, 

and Music all weekend. For more information, visit 

www.mscountryfest.com or call 419-202- 6255. 


