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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 Very often when a person from an obscure, 

unknown background suddenly emerges as an important 

public figure in a community there is much confusion 

and questioning.  Folks experience mixed emotions and 

scattered impressions are given: at times delight is 

shown, congratulations are given, surprise is admitted, 

and at other times polite disbelief is registered, and envy 

and jealousy might be uncovered. Some people will 

confidently declare that they saw it coming while others 

are reluctant to acknowledge the person’s greatness. 

Instead, they urge caution and hint that nothing much 

will come of all the hoopla. Even worse, some people 

become so resentful of the honored person that they out 

right reject them and hope for their demise and down-

fall.   

 A common theme that appears in today’s 

Scripture readings is the Rejection of God’s Elect. In 

our readings we will hear how the prophet Ezekiel, the 

apostle Paul and even our beloved Jesus all experienced 

rejection by their kinsfolk. 

 God designated the prophet Ezekiel with a 

mission to be His representative/watchman to the 

Israelites and deliver His message to them. God warns 

Ezekiel that he will face rejection since the Israelites are 

a rebellious people, “hard of face and obstinate of heart.” 

Ezekiel did become frustrated as he spoke God’s word 

as the Israelites refused to listen to him. Nevertheless, 

the Israelites did have a right to hear God’s word and 

have a chance to respond to it. Whether they resisted and 

rejected Ezekiel or listened and heeded him they would 

conclude that he was God’s prophet. They also would 

know the dire consequences that would fall upon them 

because of their rebelliousness towards God’s word and 

God’s plan for them. 

 St. Paul in his Second Letter to the Corinthians 

mentions that he too experienced rejection for doing 

God’s work. Paul mentions that he was afflicted with a 

“thorn in his flesh” and that he begged God three times 

to remove it. The nature of his ‘thorn” is not clear. Some 

Scripture scholars believe his “thorn” was something 

physical (a disease, an illness, or a temptation) while 

others speculate his “thorn” was the persecution that he 

experienced from friends and colleagues who rejected 

him and were maligning and undermining his ministry. 

Whatever it was, it humbled Paul just at the time when 

he might have been exalted. Praying to be relieved of his 

“thorn” God responds to him that “My grace is sufficient 

for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” 

 An important theme that appears throughout St. 

Mark’s Gospel is Jesus being rejected and abandoned 

by the people who should accept, exalt, love, and 

support Him.  

 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat July 3             4:00 p.m    For our country 
 

Sun July 4         8:00 a.m.    Vera Ciminillo  
        

Sun July 4           10:00 a.m   Br. Eric Pilarcik, OFM 

   Robert and Florence Pilarcik 

 

Sat July 10             4:00 p.m    Jim Alt + Kathy Sehlhorst 

    Len + Sally Rieman 
 

Sun July 11           8:00 a.m.   Carolyn Yeagle  
        

Sun July 11         10:00 a.m    Special Intention 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $3,305.00         Loose $414.50 

Children               $6.00         Total $3,725.50 

88 envelopes returned = 42% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
 

Assignments for July 10 & 11, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Chad Wolford, Tonya Meyer 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor:  Karen Phillips 

Ushers:  Volunteer 

Lector:   Volunteer 

E.M.:  Cathy Hermiller 

Servers: Volunteer 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:   Kevin Vance 

Ushers: Volunteer 

Lector: Volunteer 

E.M: Rachel Rader 

Server:  Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Kevin Vance 

Ushers:   Volunteer  

Lectors:   Volunteer 

E.M.:  Volunteer 

Servers:  Volunteer 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

… Mark tells us that Jesus took bread, blessed it  

 

Readings for July 11, 2021 

15
th

 Ordinary Sunday 

1
st
 Reading: Amos 7:12 – 15                       

2
nd

 Reading: Ephesians 1:3 – 14              

Gospel Reading: Mark 6:7 – 13  

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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… Jesus endured several rejection experiences 

throughout His mission and ministry. He experienced 

rejection from family members who think He is crazy 

(Mk.3:21), hometown folks reject Him because they 

think He is a fraud (Mk.6:1-6), His disciples flee when 

He needs them the most (Mk.14:50), and it even seems 

that His Father abandoned Him (Mk.15:34) during His 

Passion. In today’s passage, we hear how Jesus is 

rejected by those living in His native place. Jesus 

entered a local synagogue and began teaching His 

kinfolks. Many who heard Him were astonished and 

upset by what He had to say to them. They took offense 

by questioning the origin of His teaching as well as the 

miracles that He had performed. Jesus is well aware of 

the negative response He received from His kinfolks. 

Since they did not put their faith in Him, Jesus quotes 

the proverb: “that a prophet is accepted everywhere 

except by his own kin and in his own house.” 

     Ezekiel, Paul, and Jesus had a mission from 

God and they all had their faith tested and suffered. They 

all experienced rejection, discouragement, and even 

failure in their mission and ministry. However, they 

stuck with their mission and ministry. At times our faith 

is tested and we suffer as well. We experience rejection, 

disappointment, and failure too.  Like Ezekiel, Paul, and 

Jesus, we are challenged to say “yes” to what God asks 

us to do. Often that means “dying to ourselves.” This 

week is a good time for us to give attention to what God 

might be asking us to do for Him and His people. 

Therefore, let us pray and ask God to make us more 

courageous to speak His word, to give us more strength 

to carry out our mission and ministry, and to empower 

and enable us to follow Jesus’ way of sharing 

unconditional love with others. Have a blessed week. 

Love &prayers, 

Fr. John     

P.S. Happy Independence Day. God Bless America! 
  

 

Community Supper     Edna 

would like to thank everyone who 

donated items for the Community 

Supper and all those who gave of 

their time to help make it a 

success. Your generosity is so very appreciated!!   

 

ACA Progress  Thank you for pledging 

to help meet our parish goal of $14,364, 

as of June 25, 92 of our families has 

raised $12,487.50.  

 

 
A prayer for Independence Day  
Dear Lord,  
We remember today how blessed we 
are. We remember with gratitude all 
who sacrificed and gave their lives so 
we could have the freedoms we enjoy today. We pray 
for peace, repentance, renewal, healing, and 
restoration for our country. May the changes we want 
to see begin with each of us. May we humble 
ourselves before you. May we live with the same faith, 
courage, and convictions as those who founded and 
fought for our nation. We pray for all who wish to 
harm our country and humbly ask for your blessing to 
be on the U.S.A. in the name of Jesus we ask these 
things. Amen.  

 

Vacation Bible School      Kelly is looking for 3 

canopy tents that can be used during the 

week of VBS, July 18th – July 22nd. If you 

have one you are able and willing to 

donate for those dates, please contact 

Kelly. She is also looking for a volunteer who is 

Virtus trained to help each night of VBS – if you 

are willing to give of your time, please see Kelly 

for more information.  

Registration forms are available in the Narthex 

for any child wanting to participate.  

If you have any questions, please contact Kelly 

Honse at khski7@aol.com or at the office phone 

number at (419) 358 – 8631. 

 
Columbus Grove St. Anthony’s 5k 
Run/Walk ~ On Saturday, July 31st, St. 
Anthony’s will have their Festival 5K-the 
first race in the Putnam County Running 
Series.  Pre-registration is $20 which 
includes a shirt and ends July 19th. After 
July 19th, the cost for the race will continue to be $20 
but with no guarantee of a shirt.  The day of the race, 
registration begins at 5:00 p.m. with the race 
beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Register online at 
http://runsignup.com/Race/OH/Ottawa/PutnamCount
RunningSeries.  If you have any questions, please 
call Matt Ellerbrock at419-792-9abce. Registration 
forms are also available at all the entrances of their 
church. 
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A look ahead… Mass on the Anniversaries of 
Marriage Thank you for your witness to the 
Sacrament of Marriage. The Diocese of Toledo will 
honor you and other couples celebrating 25, 40, 50, 
60, and 60-plus years of marriage at a Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Daniel E. Thomas on Sunday, 
October 24th, at 3p.m. at Rosary Cathedral, 2535 
Collingwood Blvd, Toledo. Every registering couple 
is guaranteed an anniversary certificate. For 
questions, please contact Alice Jacobs at (419) 214-
4978 or ajacobs@toledodiocese.org  

mailto:ajacobs@toledodiocese.org

