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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 A wise person once shared with me their 

description of a leader: “a person who knows the way, 

goes the way, and shows the way to others.” That same 

person also said: “that management is efficiency in 

climbing the ladder of success; leadership determines 

whether or not the ladder is leaning against the right 

wall.” If a person wants to be a true leader then they 

must ask questions. Unfortunately at times they tend to 

ask the wrong question: “What’s in it for me?” rather 

than the right question: “What’s in it for you?” Since 

many public leaders are weak they are prone to ask: 

“What can you do for me?” rather than “What can I do 

for you?” Since leaders often experience temptations 

they are more likely to ask: “How can you serve me?” 

rather than “How can I be of service to you?”  In today’s 

Scripture readings we will see how the Old Testament 

prophet Jeremiah and how  Jesus exemplified the true 

meaning of a leader as they both asked the right 

questions, they put other’s needs before their own, and 

they placed themselves in total service to and for others.    

 Jeremiah was a courageous prophet who spoke 

out against the kings of Judah who had given into the 

sinfulness of idolatry and injustice. The kings were 

supposed to honor God and shepherd God’s people but 

failed to do so. The king’s faithless leadership and moral 

corruption led to the collapse of the kingdom of Judah 

and the exiling of her people into Babylonian Captivity. 

Today’s reading begins with Jeremiah prophesying a 

harsh rebuke for the kings and leaders in the community 

who have lead their people astray and encouraged them 

to worship false gods. Jeremiah denounces these evil 

royal shepherds for scattering the flock of Israel and 

driving them from their homeland. God speaks through 

Jeremiah promising to punish the leaders for their evil 

decisions that mislead and misinformed their people. 

However, after informing the leaders how wicked it was 

to mislead and misinform others, Jeremiah then 

prophesizes that the Lord God in the future will raise up 

good shepherds who will lead the remaining faithful 

people through a time of peace and security. From the 

faithful remnant God will raise up a king who will, 

“reign and govern wisely and he will do what is just and 

right.” This future king will be successful leader 

because he will serve God and do what is just and right 

for all of God’s people.      

 In last Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus called His 

disciples to assist Him in His mission and ministry. Jesus 

sent His disciples out to proclaim the Gospel, heal the 

sick and expel demons. Today’s Gospel passage 

describes how these disciples gathered together with 

Jesus and reported all that had happened on their 

missionary journey.   Continued… 

 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat July 17             4:00 p.m     Cassie Kiene 
 

Sun July 18           8:00 a.m.     For our Parish 
        

Sun July 18         10:00 a.m      Robert Blake, Rev. James 

     Geiger, C.Ss.R 
 

Sat July 24             4:00 p.m     Rosemary Meyer 
 

Sun July 25           8:00 a.m.     For our Parish 
        

Sun July 25         10:00 a.m      Poor Souls in Purgatory 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $3,370.00         Loose $548.00 

Children               $5.50         Total $3,923.50 

51 envelopes returned = 25% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
 

Assignments for July 24 & 25, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Angie Wenger, Courtney Gerten 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor:  Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers:  Volunteer 

Lector:  Jenny Roby 

E.M.:   Edna Conkling 

Servers:  KJ Hohenbrink 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:   Matt Meyer 

Ushers:  Volunteer 

Lector:  Shannon Wannemacher 

E.M:  Volunteer 

Server:   Volunteer 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Cantor:   Matt Meyer 

Ushers:   Volunteer  

Lectors: Lisa Welch 

E.M.:  Logan Welch 

Servers:  Conner Gerten 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

… Mark tells us that Jesus took bread, blessed it  

 

 

Readings for July 25, 2021 

17
th

 Ordinary Sunday 

1
st
 Reading: 2 Kings 4:42 – 44                        

2
nd

 Reading: Ephesians 4:1 – 6              

Gospel Reading: John 6:1 – 15  

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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…The disciples are excited but also tired and hungry. 

Jesus perceives that they need some food and rest so 

they set out for a deserted place for some privacy.  

However, crowds of people discovered where Jesus and 

His disciples went and they sought Him out. Jesus 

responds with pity and compassion towards the crowd 

as He detects that “they were like sheep without a 

shepherd.” Jesus then assumes the role of the Good 

Shepherd and begins teaching and assisting them with 

their needs. A sham leader would have would have been 

annoyed since their private space was invaded, their 

much-needed rest denied and their quiet time spoiled. 

They would have ignored the crowd and probably left 

them. Jesus, however, reaches out to the crowd 

exemplifying true meaning of leadership by caring for 

others by attending to their needs.      

 Today’s readings remind and challenge us on 

how we are to act as leaders within our families, 

schools, church, work place or community. As leaders 

we must always ask the right questions and do what is 

best for all. We must be of service and promote peace, 

justice, truth and security for all by enacting rules and 

laws that protect others from violence, racism, 

xenophobia, maltreatment, and manipulation. As people 

of faith we must protect the sanctity of all human life 

from conception to natural death and uphold the dignity 

of all. Like the prophet Jeremiah we must speak out 

against the injustices that we see and experience in our 

communities and world. And like Jesus, the Good 

Shepherd, we must reach out with compassion and love 

serving the needs of others. If we do so, then we will 

truly be great leaders! Have a blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John       

 
Catholic Charities Life and Justice Ministry is 

seeking volunteers to help present the Alpha Program to 

inmates at Lima Correctional Institution.  The purpose of 

Alpha is to offer a series of interactive conversations 

that freely explore the basics of the Christian faith, 

life, and God, and to establish a sense of 

community.  The 2 – hour evening program is 15 weeks 

in length. Eight adults are needed. This program has 

been very well received in other prisons and will begin 

as soon as all volunteers are on board. Please call 

Deacon Ed Irelan, 419-244-6711 ext. 4958 or 

email eirelan@toledodiocese.org for more 

information.      

 

 

 



 

Area Church Festivals 
 
 

St. Anthony of Padua Annual Parish in Columbus Grove 
will be held on Saturday, July 31st beginning at 5 p.m. and 
Sunday, August 1st, beginning at 11 a.m. On Saturday, 
chicken/spare rib dinners will be available at 5 p.m. 
followed by the annual 5K run with the band “Split” playing 
from 8 – 10 p.m. Sunday, enjoy the air conditioned hall for 
chicken/beef dinners with all the trimmings from 11 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Carry outs will be available from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The cafeteria will be open from 4 – 7 p.m. on Sunday. Join 
them for bingo, kids’ rides and games, duck races, garage 
sale, kiddie tractor pulls, and raffles. For more 
information, please see the flyer in the main entrance, or 
call their parish office at (419) 659-2263.  
 
St. Louis Catholic Church in Custar is having their Summer 
Festival on August 1 from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. – rain or shine, 
everything is under tents! Join them for Homemade BBQ 
Chicken meals which come with mashed potatoes and 
gravy, homemade noodles, green beans, coleslaw, and a 
cookie. Also available is homemade Mexican food, 
burgers, brats, draft beer, and more. There will be games 
for kids, bingo, raffle drawings, a children’s pedal tractor 
pull and more. For more information, see the flyer in the 
main entrance.  
 

 

 
Natural Family Planning Awareness 
Week is July 25 – 31. If you are 
looking for more information or 
resources, our parishioners, Ryan 
and Jessica Rahrig are able to help. Contact them at 
jessicarahrig@gmail.com to learn more! 
 

A look ahead… Mass on the Anniversaries of 
Marriage Thank you for your witness to the 
Sacrament of Marriage. The Diocese of Toledo will 
honor you and other couples celebrating 25, 40, 50, 
60, and 60-plus years of marriage at a Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Daniel E. Thomas on Sunday, 
October 24th, at 3p.m. at Rosary Cathedral, 2535 
Collingwood Blvd, Toledo. Every registering couple 
is guaranteed an anniversary certificate. For 
questions, please contact Alice Jacobs at (419) 214-
4978 or ajacobs@toledodiocese.org 
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