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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 Our Scripture readings for today encourage us to 

reflect on the greatest of all sacraments, the Eucharist. 

Our readings remind us that we who receive the 

Eucharist are to “Taste and see the goodness of the 

Lord.” The Eucharist is food that prompts us, “to get rid 

of all bitterness, all fury and anger, harsh words, slander 

and malice of every kind.”  The Eucharist empowers 

and enables us “to be kind to one another, 

compassionate, forgiving one another as God has 

forgiven us in Christ.” (Ephesians 4:31). 

 Today’s first reading from the Book of Kings is 

part of the story of the prophet Elijah’s 40 day journey 

across the desert to the mountain of God. Elijah is 

fleeing into the desert to escape the wrath of the evil 

pagan Queen Jezebel who wants to execute him. One of 

Jezebel’s goals in life was to eliminate the Israelite 

religion so she had her husband, King Ahab, build pagan 

temples in the northern kingdom of Israel. She also 

opened their palace to hundreds of false prophets. One 

day the prophet Elijah showed up at the palace and 

announced that there is only one true God, Yahweh - the 

God of Israel. Naturally, Jezebel and Elijah would clash 

over who is the true god- Baal (pagan god of the fields) 

or Yahweh, the God of Israel. In a very dramatic and 

powerful confrontation on Mt. Carmel, Elijah worked a 

miracle that demonstrated that Yahweh was truly God 

while Jezebel’s gods were nothing at all. After Elijah 

demonstrated that Yahweh was the only true God, he put 

all of Baal’s false prophets to death. In response to this 

action, Jezebel sent a message to Elijah saying that she 

would retaliate by executing him. And so Elijah fled into 

the desert. Exhausted from his journey, Elijah laid down 

under a broom tree, hoping and praying that God will 

take his life. However, God ignores Elijah’s prayer for 

his death. Instead, God sent an angel to Elijah with 

miraculous food and water, insisting that Elijah eat and 

drink. Nourished and strengthened by God’s food and 

water, Elijah then continues his journey, arriving at 

Horeb, God’s mountain of revelation. 

 The story of the miraculous feeding of 

Elijah in the desert is a suitable preface to Jesus’ 

revelation in St. John’s Gospel of how God feeds His 

People with the Bread of Life. Today’s Gospel passage 

continues John’s Bread of Life (6:22-71) discourse, 

using the literary device of “misunderstanding” to make 

its point. Jesus makes a statement to a crowd which they 

interpret literally and thus completely misunderstand. 

Jesus uses their misunderstanding to move His 

conversation with them to a deeper theological level 

where the true meaning lies. Some (but not everyone) 

will grasp the deeper truth of His meaning; that He is the 

Bread of Life.                                       Continued… 

               Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Aug 7              4:00 p.m.     George Donaldson 
 

Sun Aug 8           8:00 a.m.     For the parish 
        

Sun Aug 8           10:00 a.m.     Nathan Sterrett 
 
 

Sat Aug 14             4:00 p.m.    Jim Alt and 

                                                   Kathy Sehlhorst 

                                                   Mel Schroeder 
 

Sun Aug 15           8:00 a.m.     Louise Hall 
        

Sun Aug 15         10:00 a.m.     For the Parish 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,880.00         Loose $478.00 

Children               Total $3,358.00 

51 envelopes returned = 25% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
 

Assignments for August 14 & 15, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Janet Begg, Tonya Meyer 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor:  Karen Phillips 

Ushers:  Dave and Shirley Siefker 

Lector:  Jason Swartzlander 

E.M.:   Cathy Hermiller 

Servers:  KJ Hohenbrink 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:   Steve McCullough 

Ushers:  Chuck Niese 

Lector:  Caitlyn Couch 

E.M:  Amy Marcum 

Server:   Will Schulte 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Steve McCullough 

Ushers:   Greg and Gabe Denecker  

Lector:  Chris Denecker 

E.M.:  Michelle Risner 

Servers:  Izzy & Ally Stechschulte 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

… Mark tells us that Jesus took bread, blessed it  

 

Readings for August 15, 2021 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

1
st
 Reading: Rev 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab                        

2
nd

 Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:20-27              

Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-56  
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In today’s passage, Jesus stirs up the Jews because He 

states that He is the bread that came down from heaven. 

Jesus implies that He is the true bread from heaven, not 

the manna that their ancestors ate in the desert. Taking 

this statement literally, the Jews claim that Jesus could 

not have come down from heaven since they knew His 

father, Joseph and His mother, Mary. Jesus then informs 

the crowd of His intimate relationship with God the 

Father. Jesus tells the Jews that His Father in heaven is 

in charge and that, if they truly listen to the Father, they 

will learn that He sent Jesus to bring eternal life to all. 

Jesus emphasizes that access to God can only come 

through Him. Thus, Jesus makes clearly two theological 

points to the murmuring crowd: (1) that He is the One 

sent by God, who will raise all up on the last day and (2) 

that He is the Bread of Life that nourishes, sustains and 

strengthens all. 

 Like Elijah, we too are on a spiritual journey 

which began at our baptism and will end when we enter 

eternal life. Like Elijah, we too need to be fed for our 

journey to meet our God. Our food is the Eucharist 

which is Jesus’ very self. Jesus’ Real Presence in the 

Eucharist is the nourishment we need for our journey 

through this life and as we look forward to entering 

eternal life with our God. May we always be mindful of 

this, always be thankful, and always appreciate the 

Eucharist- “the living bread that came down from 

heaven’” as we continue our journey to the mountain of 

God. Have a blessed week. 

Love & prayers,  

Fr. John  

 

 

A look ahead… Mass on the Anniversaries of 
Marriage Thank you for your witness to the 
Sacrament of Marriage. The Diocese of Toledo will 
honor you and other couples celebrating 25, 40, 50, 
60, and 60-plus years of marriage at a Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Daniel E. Thomas on Sunday, 
October 24th, at 3p.m. at Rosary Cathedral, 2535 
Collingwood Blvd, Toledo. Every registering couple 
is guaranteed an anniversary certificate. For 
questions, please contact Alice Jacobs at (419) 214-
4978 or ajacobs@toledodiocese.org 
 

    

 Thank you to Beth Yarger and 

all the volunteers who helped 

with the Red Cross Blood 

Drive on Thursday.  You are 

very much appreciated! 

 

Congratulations to Rachel and Max 

Rader on the birth of their son, Roger 

Dee Rader!  Welcome to the world, 

Roger! 
 

 
Catholic Charities Life and Justice Ministry is seeking 

volunteers to help present the Alpha Program to inmates at 

Lima Correctional Institution.  The purpose of Alpha is 

to offer a series of interactive conversations that freely 

explore the basics of the Christian faith, life, and God, and 

to establish a sense of community.  The 2 – hour evening 

program is 15 weeks in length. Eight adults are needed. This 

program has been very well received in other prisons and will 

begin as soon as all volunteers are on board. Please call 

Deacon Ed Irelan, 419-244-6711 ext. 4958 or 

email eirelan@toledodiocese.org for more information.      

 
RCIA is the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults into 

the Catholic faith. RCIA is 

for anyone who: 

- Is a non-baptized 

adult 

- Baptized in another 

Christian church and is interested in knowing 

more about the Catholic Church, with or 

without the intention of becoming a member 

- A baptized Catholic who never received 

Reconciliation, Eucharist, or Confirmation 

RCIA will be starting in September. If you have any 

questions, please call Fr. John in the parish office at 

(419) 358 - 8631 

 
Putnam Habitat for Humanity Seeking New Board 

Member   
OTTAWA—Putnam County Habitat for Humanity is 

looking for motivated and experienced individuals who 

have the skills, passion and vision to build hope in 

Northwest Ohio as a member of our volunteer Board of 

Directors. 

     Currently, we are seeking individuals with family 

support and construction trades expertise.  The Board of 

Directors meets 11 times per year and each Director 

contributes to a minimum of one committee.  They also 

play an active role in public outreach activities, such as 

groundbreaking and dedication ceremonies. 

       Board members generally serve two-year terms.  

Please send resume and cover letter, or any questions, to 

Anne Coburn-Griffis at director@putnamohhabitat.org or 

by calling 419-523-9621.  Putnam County Habitat for 
Humanity offices are located at 150 North Oak Street, 

Ottawa. 
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