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Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

 I am sure that we all are familiar with the phrase: 

“talk is cheap.” This catchy phrase “talk is cheap” is a 

cliché not only because it is repeated over and over again 

but mostly because this phrase expresses an experiential 

truth. Nowhere is this more evident than in the case of 

politics and religion. People love to talk politics and 

religion from their own personal perspective. Very often 

the end result is an argument or a dispute. Quite often a 

person’s words end up being simply that- just words. Their 

words do not lead to actions, behavioral changes or 

significant deeds. Today’s Scriptural readings remind us 

that our words do matter when our words are put into 

action. 

 Today’s first reading is from the Book of 

Deuteronomy. After wandering for forty years in the desert 

the tribes of Israel are about to cross the Jordon river and 

enter the Promised Land. Moses is still with them but he 

knows that he will soon die. Before stepping down as their 

leader, Moses offers some last words instructing and 

encouraging the Israelites to remain faithful to the covenant 

between God and themselves. Moses fears that once the 

Israelites enjoy the benefits of the Promised Land they will 

grow complacent and neglect their relationship with God. 

Moses is concerned that the Israelites will succumb to the 

illusion of self-reliance, forgetting that they must always 

rely only on God. He urges them to listen carefully to 

God’s teaching and obey His law if they want to prosper in 

the Promise Land. Moses tells his people that it is not 

enough for them to merely listen to God’s words but they 

must observe God’s statues and decrees and put His words 

into practice and action.  

 In today’s second reading St. James calls his 

listeners to welcome God’s word that has been planted 

humbly in their hearts and to act on God’s word by taking 

care of those most vulnerable in society: widows and 

orphans. James tells his listeners that “they must be doers 

of the word and not merely be hearers.” 

 Today’s Gospel passage from St. Mark focuses on 

the issue of words and actions from a slightly different 

point of view. Today’s passage describes a controversy 

between Jesus and the Pharisees and the scribes. This 

controversy centers on the issue of observing “the tradition 

of the Elders.” This ancestral tradition included all detailed 

written laws and practices that the Pharisees and scribes 

considered to be binding as the Mosaic Law was binding. 

These laws, practices and traditions developed over the 

years. They were not necessarily found in Scripture nor 

were they always interpreted in the same way. Today’s 

controversial episode begins with an observation by the 

Pharisees and scribes that some of Jesus’s disciples did not 
undergo the ritual purity of washing their hands before 

eating. The Pharisees and scribes then criticize Jesus’ 

disciples: “for not following the tradition of the elders.” In 

response to their criticism, Jesus quotes the words of the 

prophet Isaiah: “This people honor me with their lips, but  

   

Weekend Masses 
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SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,865.00         Loose $554.00 

Children               $11.50         Total $3,430.50 

46 envelopes returned = 23% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
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Lector:  Lisa Welch 
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… Mark tells us that Jesus took bread, blessed it  

 
The choice that Joshua offered the Israelites is  

Readings for September 5, 2021 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1
st
 Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a                        

2
nd

 Reading: James 2:1-5              

Gospel Reading: Mark 7:31-37 
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their hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me, 

teaching as doctrines human precepts. You disregard God’s 

commandments but cling to human tradition.”  

 Jesus’ controversial episode with the Pharisees and 

scribes shows and proves that external purity observances 

cannot substitute for real commitments of the heart. Jesus 

tells the Pharisees and the scribes (and us) that true 

religious practices are about a change of heart. It should be 

noted that Jesus did not belittle the purity laws or indicate 

that they have no value. Instead his objection is that the 

purpose of these external practices cannot be put on the 

same level as an internalized understanding of God’s 

commandments. Jesus is by no means opposed to laws and 

traditions but clearly He opposes legalism. Jesus points out 

that empty words and empty ritual observances are the 

actions of a hypocrite.  

 Christianity is about praxis; putting our faith and 

words into action. Perhaps we can take some quiet time this 

week reflecting whether or not we are putting our faith and 

words into action. Let us recommit ourselves to being 

doers of God’s word and make our faith come alive 

through our ministry. Remember “talk is cheap” and 

“actions always speak louder than words.”  Have a 

blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John      

         
A look ahead… Mass on the Anniversaries of 
Marriage Thank you for your witness to the 
Sacrament of Marriage. The Diocese of Toledo will 
honor you and other couples celebrating 25, 40, 50, 60, 
and 60-plus years of marriage at a Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Daniel E. Thomas on Sunday, October 24th, at 
3p.m. at Rosary Cathedral, 2535 Collingwood Blvd, 
Toledo. Every registering couple is guaranteed an 
anniversary certificate. For questions, please contact 
Alice Jacobs at (419) 214-4978 or 
ajacobs@toledodiocese.org                                                
 
Haitian Humanitarian Relief: 
Our prayers go out to all who perished, their families, 

and untold numbers of people who are suffering from 

the devastation wrought by the earthquake in Haiti and 

Tropical Storm Grace.  While many remain missing, the 

earthquake caused widespread damage, killing more than 

2,000 persons and injuring more than 12,000 Haitians 

and leaving them homeless. 

Soon we will be taking up a special collection to support 

Humanitarian Relief efforts in Haiti.  Your prayers and 

financial support are urgently needed to help alleviate 

the terrible suffering in the aftermath of this tragedy.    

 
 

PARISH FESTIVAL 

On Sunday September 12
th

 we will 

have a Parish Festival on the Church’s 

Parking Lot following the conclusion 

of the 10 AM Mass and lasting till 2 

PM.  Come join us for some food, 

games, laughter, and plenty of fun. If you plan to 

attend this gathering, please sign the Festival Sign-

up Sheet by September 5
th

. We need to know how 

many people will be attending so we can plan 

accordingly (food, drinks, tables, chairs etc.). Hope 

you can join us as we socially “re-connect” with 

one another.  

Fr. John and the Parish Pastoral Council 

 
PREP Registration Forms are now out for 
PREP registration! If you have any 
questions on registering for PREP or if 
you are interested in joining the PREP 
team as a Catechist, please contact Kelly 
Honse at the office at 419-358-8631.  
Kelly is especially looking for people to 

help with 4th, 5th and 7th grades and Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word.  Registration is $25 for all classes, except 2nd 
grade, which has a $35 fee.   


RCIA is the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

into the Catholic faith. 

RCIA is for anyone who: 

- Is a non-baptized 

adult 

- Baptized in another 

Christian church and is interested in 

knowing more about the Catholic Church, 

with or without the intention of becoming a 

member 

- A baptized Catholic who never received 

Reconciliation, Eucharist, or Confirmation 

RCIA will be starting in September. If you have 

any questions, please call Fr. John in the parish 

office at (419) 358 – 8631. 
 

PROJECT RACHEL  Are you or someone you know 

hurting from a past abortion? Contact Project Rachel for 

confidential help in starting your healing journey. God’s 

mercy is abundant and waiting for you. Contact 419-

260-5811 – kpakka@toledodiocese.org – or 

www.hopeafterabortion.com  Peace starts here. 
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