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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 Barbara Cartland, a writer of romance stories, 

came into remote contact with royal circles when her 

daughter Raine’s stepdaughter became the Princess of 

Wales in 1981. Once when Ms. Cartland was interviewed 

for a BBC radio program, the interviewer asked her if she 

thought that the class barriers had broken down in Great 

Britain. She replied: “of course they have or I wouldn’t be 

sitting here talking to someone like you!” 

 Some of us may dismiss that type of snobbery as 

merely prejudicial stupidity.  However, we know that 

prejudice forms part of our way of looking at the world and 

each other. Each of us have inherited a mixed bag of beliefs 

and suspicions, some of which we discarded and others 

which we have adopted as our own. The prejudices we 

maintain to prop up our own sense of superiority while 

keeping others in diminishment are difficult to tear down 

and throw away. We can decorate our own insecurity by 

regarding as inferior those who are different from us based 

on their race, color, religion, orientation, life-style or class. 

 Today’s Scripture readings remind us that God 

loves everyone. However, it should be noted that God does 

have a “special preference” for the sick, the marginalized, 

the forgotten, the disadvantaged, the underprivileged and 

the poor. 

     In our first reading Isaiah presents a message of 

hope for the discouraged fearful Israelite exiles living in 

Babylonian Captivity. Isaiah tells them to: “be strong, fear 

not. Your God comes with vindication, with divine 

recompense and he comes to save you.” God’s salvation for 

the Israelites will be shown in two ways: those who suffer 

maladies (blind, dead, lame and the mute) will be healed 

and the barren wilderness will come alive with rivers and 

springs of life giving water. 

 In today’s second reading the author of the Letter 

of James offers us some simple advice: “My brothers and 

sisters show no partiality as you adhere to the faith in our 

glorious Lord Jesus Christ.” The author’s advice reminds 

us that we should not make distinctions between classes of 

people. He does this by painting a picture of what is 

unacceptable-discrimination. He condemns the attitude of 

having a preference for a well-dressed person while 

ignoring a poorly-dressed person. If a preference was to be 

made, it should reflect the declared preference of God: 

“who chose those who are poor according to the world, to 

be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom He 

promises.”  

 God’s preference for the sick, disadvantaged, 

marginalized and the poor is clearly evident in today’s 

Gospel passage from St. Mark. Jesus encounters a deaf man 

who also has a speech impediment. The man is doubly 
afflicted: physically challenged and he is a Gentile, hence 

regarded by the Orthodox Jews as being “unclean”. Jesus 

cures the man’s deafness and his stutter. Now the man can 

hear God’s word and will be able to proclaim it. Thus the 

messianic prophesy of Isaiah heard in our first reading is  
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SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,620.00         Loose $364.00 

Children               $13.00         Total $2,997.00 

46 envelopes returned = 23% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
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… Mark tells us that Jesus took bread, blessed it  

 

Readings for September 12, 2021 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1
st
 Reading: Isaiah 50:4c-9a                        

2
nd

 Reading: James 2:14-18              

Gospel Reading: Mark 8:27-35 
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now arrived and fulfilled in the person of Jesus: “the ears of 

the deaf are unsealed and the tongues of the mute sing for 

joy.”         

   Out of His infinite compassion Jesus’ love is 

available for everyone without any presuppositions or any 

conditions. Jesus is not disconnected with the sick and poor 

nor is He prejudiced against those not of His race or 

religion. His own uniqueness is not employed to lord it 

over others but rather to be of service to them. In Jesus’ 

presence no one has to hide their disability, no one has to 

remain isolated and no one has to be rejected because of 

their difference.  

   We all are aware that people shrink back under 

indifference, are wounded by prejudice, and are deeply hurt 

when they are rejected. Prejudice disables everyone it 

touches; it allows fear to dress up as social and religious 

propriety and it sneaks into our government policies and 

laws. Let us always remember that whoever we encounter, 

God has first loved them and is present within them. Let us 

also be challenged by these words of wisdom: “Our first 

task in approaching another people, another culture, and 

another religion is to take off our shoes for the place we are 

approaching is holy. Else we may find ourselves treading 

on another’s dream. More serious still, we may forget that 

God was there before our arrival.” Have a blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John  

         
Haitian Humanitarian Relief: 
Our prayers go out to all who perished, their families, and 

untold numbers of people who are suffering from the 

devastation wrought by the earthquake in Haiti and 

Tropical Storm Grace.  While many remain missing, the 

earthquake caused widespread damage, killing more than 

2,000 persons and injuring more than 12,000 Haitians and 

leaving them homeless. 

Soon we will be taking up a special collection to support 

Humanitarian Relief efforts in Haiti.  Your prayers and 

financial support are urgently needed to help alleviate the 

terrible suffering in the aftermath of this tragedy.    

 

Our Middle School classes (Grades 6, 7 and 8) will be 

putting together blessing bags on September 19
 
after 

Mass.  These bags will be distributed to Sidewalk 

Counselors who sit outside abortion clinics and they will 

pass out blessing bags to those who are on the fence 

about having an abortion.  

 If you would like to donate items for the blessing bags 

we are asking for nail polish, women’s socks, Chap 

Stick, sticky notes, pens, individual packs of Kleenex, 

Hershey kisses and Homemade baby blankets.  There is 

a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  Bring the items 

purchased to the main classroom.  Thank you for your 

support. 

 

PARISH FESTIVAL 

On Sunday September 12
th

 we will have 

a Parish Festival on the Church’s Parking 

Lot following the conclusion of the 10 

AM Mass and lasting till 2 PM.  Come 

join us for some food, games, laughter, 

and plenty of fun. If you plan to attend this gathering, 

please sign the Festival Sign-up Sheet by September 

5
th

. We need to know how many people will be 

attending so we can plan accordingly (food, drinks, 

tables, chairs etc.). Hope you can join us as we socially 

“re-connect” with one another.  

Fr. John and the Parish Pastoral Council 

 

RCIA is the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
into the Catholic faith. RCIA 

is for anyone who: 

- Is a non-baptized 

adult 

- Baptized in another 

Christian church and is interested in knowing 

more about the Catholic Church, with or 

without the intention of becoming a member 

- A baptized Catholic who never received 

Reconciliation, Eucharist, or Confirmation 

RCIA will be starting in September. If you have any 

questions, please call Fr. John in the parish office at 

(419) 358 – 8631. 
 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will begin on Sunday, 

September 26, during the 10 a.m. Mass 
 

K-5:  1
st
 class will meet this Wednesday, September 8, 

from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
 

6
th

,
 
7th and 8th Grades: 1

st
 class will be Sunday, 

September 19
th
 following the 10 o’clock Mass until 

12:45 p.m. 

Kelly is still looking for help with 8
th
 grade classes.  If 

you are interested in joining the PREP team as a 

Catechist, please contact Kelly at 419-358-8631. 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will begin their 1st class 
on Sunday, September 19th following the 10 a.m. Mass 
until 12:45 p.m. 


