
St. Mary’s Catholic Church                                               
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                                  September 12, 2021 
Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 Often people in leadership roles (politicians, 

pastors, educators, managers, directors, etc.) have a 

tendency to act differently than Jesus in their approach to 

acquiring and maintaining power and authority. Often 

leaders focus too much of their effort in obtaining 

authority, glory and power and retaining it at all cost 

instead of paying attention on how they can best serve their 

people. At times leaders have the temptation to view 

themselves and their leadership role in splendid isolation. 

They see their achievements, successes and 

accomplishments as merely stepping stones to a bigger and 

better ego. Through their process of advancement they 

identify themselves only for themselves and not for others. 

Today’s Scripture readings remind us that if we want to be 

Jesus’ disciples then we must realize that whatever 

authority, glory and power we have acquired demands  a 

difficult change in our lives and our perspectives. To be 

true followers of Jesus we must take up the cross, “die” to 

our own agendas, egos and needs, and lose our life for 

Jesus’ sake.  

 Today’s first reading from the prophet Isaiah is the 

second of his four extended oracles (poems) depicting the 

character of God’s ideal Suffering Servant. This Servant 

and his leadership style were refreshing in contrast to 

Israel’s history of self-serving monarchs. Those leaders 

resisted every advantage and opportunity extended to them 

from God. They refused to listen to God. Ultimately in the 

end the kingdom of Judah would collapse and all would be 

sent away into exile. However, as we hear in today’s 

reading there is hope with the emergence of the Suffering 

Servant. This ideal leader is someone who readily listens to 

what God has to say and he follows God’s plan. The 

Servant is so determined to serve God that even personal 

attacks (abuse, mistreatment, persecution, disgrace, shame 

and tribulations) will not break his resolve. What matters to 

the Servant is the privilege of hearing and responding to 

God’s word. Nothing can break the Servant’s determination 

to remain a faithful witness to the truth of God’s word. This 

kind of respect for God’s word and message will eventually 

bring about Israel’s restoration and salvation. 

 Our second reading is from St. James’s Letter to 

the early Christian community. Today’s passage addresses 

a misunderstanding that had arisen among church leaders 

regarding the nature of true faith and good works. Some 

leaders claimed that true faith was expressed only in the 

acceptance of orthodox doctrine. However, James insists 

that genuine faith must always be practical: expressed in 

action. Furthermore, faith must always be manifested in 

more than acts of worship. James claims that true faith 

must include good works or else it remains dead. James’ 
opponents wanted to separate the concept faith and good 

works. But James claims that it is impossible to separate 

faith from good works as both are necessary for one’s 

salvation! 

  

          

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Sept 11             4:00 p.m.    Jim Alt 

                                                   Kathy Sehlhorst 
 

Sun Sept 12          8:00 a.m.    For our parishioners  
        

Sun Sept 12          10:00 a.m.    Dennis Warren   
 
 

Sat Sept 18             4:00 p.m.    Aaron Schwarz 
 

Sun Sept 19            8:00 a.m.    Jan Schulte      
        

Sun Sept 19          10:00 a.m.    For our parishioners      

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,722.00         Loose $672.00 

Children               $4.00         Total $3,398.00 

48 envelopes returned = 24% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
 

Assignments for September 18 & 19, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Deb Goldenetz and Courtney Gerten 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor:  Dave Roby 

Ushers:  John Parinello and Bob Minto 

Lector:  Jim Kinn 

E.M.:  Jennifer Tschuor 

Servers:  Carson and Ty Meyer 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:   Karen Phillips 

Ushers:  Chuck Niese 

Lector:  Caitlyn Couch 

E.M:  Amy Marcum 

Server:  Shylee and Ronald Kaufman 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Karen Phillips 

Ushers:   Greg and Gabe Denecker  

Lector:  Chris Denecker 

E.M.:  Michelle Risner 

Servers:  Conner Gerten 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

… Mark tells us that Jesus took bread, blessed it  

 

Readings for September 19, 2021 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1
st
 Reading: Wisdom 2:12, 17-20                        

2
nd

 Reading: James 3:16—4:3              

Gospel Reading: Mark 9:30-37 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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Today’s Gospel passage from Mark is the first of three 

Passion predictions (8:31-38; 9:30-37; 10:32-45) which 

form the heart and theological center of Mark’s 

understanding of the meaning of authentic discipleship and 

true leadership. In each prediction Jesus unfolds His own 

understanding of what it means to be a Messiah; the 

misunderstanding on the part of His disciples; and Jesus’ 

corrective teaching in which He unfolds the real meaning 

of discipleship and leadership. It is only within the context 

of discipleship that Jesus reveals His own identity as being 

the Messiah expressed in His embracing the theology of 

suffering and the cross. The core of Jesus’ teaching is 

twofold: (1) that the true Messiah must suffer, be rejected, 

killed and rise after three days and (2) that authentic 

discipleship and true leadership is not about power, glory 

and victory but rather it is about denial, taking up one’s 

cross, and saving one’s life by losing it. One can only save 

their life by losing it for Jesus’ sake and for His Gospel. 

 If we follow Jesus’ way of life we will discover the 

authentic and true meaning of discipleship and leadership. 

Jesus’ true identity was revealed in His suffering, death and 

resurrection. Our true identity as His followers will only be 

uncovered if we imitate His example. Therefore, if we want 

to be Jesus’ disciples and good leaders in our community 

we must take up our cross, die to ourselves and always 

serve others by putting their needs before our own. Have a 

blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John  

P.S. As we remember the 20
th
 Anniversary of the tragic 

events of September 11, 2001 (9/11) let us say a prayer for 

all those who died and also a prayer for our First 

Responders and Military Personnel as they continue to 

protect us and our freedoms. God bless them and the USA!   

         
Haitian Humanitarian Relief Collection 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is reaching out to help the 
destitute, distributing emergency supplies, clearing 
rubble, and preparing medical and mental health teams 
for dispatch.  Growing numbers of families need food, 
safe shelter, hygiene, water and cooking fuel to live. 
Most Rev. Jose H. Gomez, Archbishop of Los Angeles, 
and U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops President, is 
making a special appeal for a voluntary special 
collection to support the USCCB Bishops Emergency 
Disaster Relief Fund.  The funds collected in this special 
appeal will be used to support the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops for pastoral and reconstruction needs 
of the Church, as well as the efforts of Catholic Relief 
Services, as they respond to immediate emergency 
needs and aid in long-term rebuilding and recovery 
efforts in Haiti in response to the earthquake and 
Tropical Storm Grace. 

As in past disasters, Catholic Charities Diocese of Toledo 
is collecting and forwarding donations dollar for dollar 
for this international humanitarian relief effort.  You 
may donate on our secure website: 
www.catholiccharitiesnwo.org, noting Haitian Relief as 
your donation designation.  Please make checks out to 
Catholic Charities Diocese of Toledo, with a notation 
designating Haitian Relief.  Thank you for generously 
supporting those in need. 

 

Our Middle School classes (Grades 6, 7 and 8) will be 

putting together blessing bags next Sunday, September 

19
 
after Mass.  These bags will be distributed to 

Sidewalk Counselors who sit outside abortion clinics 

and they will pass out blessing bags to those who are on 

the fence about having an abortion.  

 If you would like to donate items for the blessing bags 

we are asking for nail polish, women’s socks, Chap 

Stick, sticky notes, pens, individual packs of Kleenex, 

Hershey kisses and Homemade baby blankets.  There is 

a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  There is a box on the 

table in the main classroom for you to place the items 

purchased.  Thank you for your support. 

 

RCIA will be starting in 

September. If you have any 

questions, please call Fr. John 

in the parish office at (419) 358 

– 8631. 

 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will begin on Sunday, 

September 26, during the 10 a.m. Mass 
 

K-5:  Class will meet this Wednesday, September 15, 

from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
 

6
th

,
 
7th and 8th Grades: 1

st
 class will be next Sunday, 

September 19
th

 following the 10 o’clock Mass until 

12:45 p.m. 

Kelly is still looking for help with 8
th
 grade classes.  If 

you are interested in joining the PREP team as a 

Catechist, please contact Kelly at 419-358-8631. 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will begin their 1st class 
next Sunday, September 19th following the 10 a.m. 
Mass until 12:45 p.m. 


