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My Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

 There is a story about how God gave a man a 

choice of either acquiring the gift of knowledge or the gift 

of wisdom. If he chose knowledge the man would be able 

to know something about every subject. If he chose 

wisdom he would know certain things very well. The man 

reflected long and hard about his choices. He realized that 

knowledge and wisdom, far from being one, often have no 

connection. Knowledge is proud that it knows so much; 

wisdom is humble that it knows no more. The man decided 

that he would ask God: “for the gift of knowledge and the 

unlimited power that goes with it,” while understanding 

that he could know everything but still be a foolish person. 

Then he added: “since he was to know everything then he 

should be able to know what wise people know.”  God 

answered him: “I could tell you what wise people know but 

that wouldn’t necessarily make you wise since wisdom 

cannot flourish in a cynical heart.” 

 Our Scripture readings for today are all about the 

gift of wisdom. Our first reading is taken from the Book of 

Wisdom which was written about a hundred years before 

Jesus’ arrival and was addressed to the Greek Jews living in 

Egypt. The author of this Book understands that without 

believing in God authentic goodness isn’t possible. Today’s 

passage describes how wicked people plot against a just, 

pious, wise man because his life and words are a reproach 

and challenge to them. Three matters in particular anger the 

wicked: (1) the just wise man stands in opposition to the 

wicked’ s wrongdoings, (2) the just wise man denounces 

the wicked for their sins, and (3) the just wise man accuses 

the wicked of not being faithful to their upbringing. And so 

the just, righteous wise man becomes an innocent victim of 

the wicked’s resentment.  

 In our second reading the author of St. James’ 

Letter describes the two styles of behavior (foolishness and 

wisdom) that can be present within a community.  A 

community is deemed foolish when jealousies, selfish 

ambition, envy and viciousness exists among its members. 

But if a community is motivated by and centered in 

wisdom then peace, joy, kindness, harmony and love will 

exist among its members.  

 In today’s Gospel passage from St. Mark, Jesus 

instructs His disciples for a second time about His future 

suffering, death and resurrection. Jesus’ second prediction 

of His passion has three elements: (1) the prediction itself 

(9:30-31),   (2) the misunderstanding on the part of His 

disciples (9:32) and (3) Jesus’ corrective teaching on the 

meaning of discipleship (9: 34-37). Jesus emphasizes to His 

disciples that He will be handed over to His enemies, be 

killed and after three days rise from the dead. He describes 

His fate to His disciples but they don’t listen to Him or 
understand what he was trying to tell them. Instead they 

begin bickering and arguing over which one of them should 

be considered the greatest. They are totally self-absorbed 

with their own egos and agendas being preoccupied with 

the idea of personal enrichment and advancement. Jesus  
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SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,378.00         Loose $378.00 

Children               $11.00         Total $2,767.00 

46 envelopes returned = 23% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 
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E.M:  John Schulte 

Server:  Will Schulte 

10:00 a.m. 
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E.M.:  Betty Gerten 
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Readings for September 26, 2021 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1
st
 Reading: Numbers 11:25-29                        

2
nd

 Reading: James 5:1-6              

Gospel Reading: Mark 9:38-48 
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then presents to His disciples His teaching on the meaning 

of true discipleship: “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall 

be last of all and the servant of all.” Jesus then exemplifies 

His teaching by embracing a child indicating that one must 

become child-like (not worrying about status or personal 

achievement) if one truly wants to become Jesus’ disciple. 

 As we ponder and reflect upon God’s word we are 

always challenged to look deep into our lives and question 

ourselves. Today we are challenged to ask: what is more 

important for me- worldly knowledge or the grace of 

God’s wisdom?  Am I satisfied with having enough street 

knowledge to make a living or do I want God’s gift of 

wisdom so that I can have a blessed and holy life? Have a 

blessed day. 

 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John    

 

P.S. Today we celebrate Catechetical Sunday. Please say a 

prayer for all our beloved and wonderful catechists 

(Religious Education Program Teachers, Children’s Liturgy 

of the Word Leaders, God Squad Leaders and R.C.I.A. 

Team Director) asking God to grant them the gift of 

wisdom as they minister to our youth, teenagers and adults. 

Also, please take a moment to express your appreciation 

and gratitude to them for their ministry and service in and 

with our St. Mary’s Community. God bless our Catechists!   

   

ST. MARY’S PARISH LITURGICAL 

MINISTERS 
There will be a meeting/workshop for all existing 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Holy Eucharist, 

Lectors (Proclaimers of the Word), Ushers and 

Greeters on Thursday, September 30
th

 at 6:30 

PM in the Church.  Also, if anyone is interested in 

becoming a Eucharistic Minister, Lector or 

Usher/Greeter please come to this meeting. Any 

questions please call Fr. John or Rachel at the 

Office Phone # (419) 358-8631.  Thank you for 

your ministerial service and God bless you!          

Fr. John    

 
RCIA will be starting in 

September. If you have any 

questions, please call Fr. 

John in the parish office at 

(419) 358 – 8631. 

 

A loose stone was turned in to Fr. John.  If you lost 

a stone to a ring please check with Fr. John to see if 

it might be yours. 

 
Dear Parishioners-  
Once again, you have blessed our classroom 
with wonderful gifts, crafts and supplies for 
the school year.  Your generosity is a blessing 
and helps make our preschool program a 
success!  Thank you also for your continued 
prayers throughout the school year.  
Sincerely,  
Miss Katie & Miss Amanda 
 

"Generous persons will prosper; those who refresh 
others will themselves be refreshed." PROVERBS 11:25  

 
 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will begin next 

Sunday, September 26, during the 10 a.m. Mass 
 

K-5:  Class will meet this Wednesday, September 22, 

from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
 

6
th

,
 
7th and 8th Grades: 1

st
 class is today, Sunday, 

September 19
th

 following the 10 o’clock Mass until 

12:45 p.m. 

 

Kelly is still looking for help with 8
th
 grade classes.  If 

you are interested in joining the PREP team as a 

Catechist, please contact Kelly at 419-358-8631. 
 

 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will begin their 1st class 
today, Sunday, September 19th following the 10 a.m. 
Mass until 12:45 p.m.  


