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Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

 Few of us go through life without ever joining 

some kind of group, club, association, or organization. 

Belonging to a particular group or organization   (whether 

political, religious, economic, or social) can introduce us to 

new people and new possibilities. It can help us move 

within a relatively secure network of relationships. That 

sense of belonging is important to our identity. 

Membership is proof of how others recognize and accept 

us. Rejection by others is a clear signal of their disapproval. 

 People take great pride in their membership in 

certain select groups. The more select the group, the better 

and prouder they feel. However, the problem with select 

groups is that they tend to be exclusive and not inclusive. 

Select elitist groups can be judgmental as they draw lines 

to determine “who is in and who is out?”  Members of 

select elitist groups often make statements like: “That 

person is not qualified to join our organization since they 

do not measure up to our standards.” That type of 

judgment can occur among Christians who want to decide 

who gets in to God’s Kingdom and who does not. Today’s 

Scripture readings remind us that it is not up to us who get 

in and who do not. Our God is inclusive and not 

exclusive. Membership into God’s kingdom is available 

not just for a select elitist group but rather membership is 

available for all.    

 Today’s first reading from the Book of Numbers 

condemns people’s attitude of elitism (individuals seeing 

themselves as being superior and others as being inferior). 

Elitism is an evil that is centered on narcissistic egoism and 

it dismisses other’s opinions and their God-given rights. In 

today’s passage, Moses selects 70 elders and God shares 

with them some of the spirit which God had generously 

bestowed upon Moses. Once the elders receive God’s spirit 

they begin to prophesy. Two elders- Eldad and Medad were 

not present with the others at the formal gathering when 

God sent His spirit upon the group.  However, they also 

received God’s spirit and began to prophesy. Joshua learns 

of this and complains to Moses demanding that he forbid 

them from prophesying since they were not part of the 

formal chosen group. Moses refuses to give into Joshua’s 

demand by saying: “Are you jealous for my sake? Would 

that all the people of the Lord were prophets! Would that 

the Lord might bestow His spirit on them all!” Moses was 

not an elitist as he was about extending boundaries as he 

believed that God’s word and work took precedence over 

the formal institutional ordering of the community. 

 In our second reading St. James has strong words 

condemning those who use their wealth to satisfy their own 

needs and desires rather than sharing their blessings with 

others. He reminds his audience that earthly wealth will 
fade away. Selfish attitudes will give testimony against 

those persons who exploit others. 

 Today’s Gospel from St. Mark is a collection of 

Jesus’ statements regarding the topics acceptance, 

hospitality, scandal, and elitism. 

    

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Sept 25             4:00 p.m.    Jerry Musser 
 

Sun Sept 26            8:00 a.m.    Donald Altenburger      
        

Sun Sept 26          10:00 a.m.    For our parishioners       

 
 

Sat Oct 2                 4:00 p.m.    George Donaldson 
 

Sun Oct 3                8:00 a.m.    Robert Blake      
        

Sun Oct 3              10:00 a.m.    For our parishioners      

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,575.00         Loose $317.00 

Children               $31.00         Total $2,923.00 

47 envelopes returned = 23% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

August E-Giving Total: $3,607.00 
 

Assignments for October 2 & 3, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Nick Recker, Janet Begg 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor: Matt Meyer 

Ushers:  Dave and Mary Hoffer 

Lector:  Laura Jones 

E.M.:  Diana Bucher 

Servers:  Adelyn Althaus 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers:  Mike and Dawn Schulte 

Lector:  Shannon Wannemacher 

E.M:  Jerry Wehri 

Server:  Will Schulte 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:   Katie Hohenbrink  

Ushers:   John and Debbie Schlumbohm 

Lector:  Lisa Welch 

E.M.:  Logan Welch 

Servers:  Ethan Hoffman 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Readings for October 3, 2021 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1
st
 Reading: Genesis 2:18 – 24                         

2
nd

 Reading: Hebrews 2:9 – 11               

Gospel Reading: Mark 10:2 – 16  
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In today’s passage one of Jesus’ disciples is upset that 

someone outside of their formal group is driving out 

demons by using Jesus’ name. The disciple wants Jesus to 

forbid the man from doing this because he is an “outsider.” 

The disciple feels that only those in Jesus’s inner group 

should be able to use Jesus’ name to cast out demons. The 

disciple believes that only membership in Jesus’ inner 

circle affords one the right to do “good works” in Jesus’ 

name. Jesus responds to the disciple’s request by 

authenticating the man’s right to cast out demons in His 

name. The principal Jesus employs is: “For whoever is not 

against us is for us.” People who perform good deeds in 

Jesus’ name cannot be opposed to Jesus even if they are not 

officially part of His formal group. What is important is 

that Jesus’ work must be done; it doesn’t matter who does 

it. Jesus welcomes anyone who takes action in His name 

without stopping to ask for their credentials. Jesus is the 

paradigm of tolerance. 

 Jesus responded to people and their situations with 

an open tolerant heart. As His disciples Jesus calls each 

one of us to have an open heart and be tolerant of others. 

Christian tolerance is not weakness or a lazy acceptance of 

whatever movement happens to be in vogue. Christian 

tolerance is a reverence for the truth that is larger than us. 

Christian tolerance recognizes the reality that charity and 

“good deeds” flourish beyond the reaches of our borders, 

groups and particular organizations. Christian tolerance is 

a profound respect for God’s freedom to move in His 

chosen ways. Christian tolerance is our humility before the 

greatness of God. After all, if God risks hoping and trusting 

in us, why should we deny Him in placing His hope and 

trust in others? Have a blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

  Fr. John 

   

ST. MARY’S PARISH LITURGICAL 

MINISTERS There will be a meeting/workshop for 

all existing Extraordinary Ministers of the Holy 

Eucharist, Lectors (Proclaimers of the Word), 

Ushers and Greeters on Thursday, September 

30
th

 at 6:30 PM in the Church.  Also, if anyone is 

interested in becoming a Eucharistic Minister, 

Lector or Usher/Greeter please come to this 

meeting. Any questions please call Fr. John or 

Rachel at the office - (419) 358-8631.  Thank you 

for your ministerial service and God bless you!          

Fr. John    

 
RCIA will be starting 
September 26th. If you 

have any questions, please 

call Fr. John in the parish 

office at (419) 358 – 8631. 

BLESSING of ANIMALS In honor 
of St. Francis of Assisi, patron of 
God’s creatures, we will have a 
blessing of animals prayer service on 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2nd at 3:00 
pm in the Church Parking Lot. I ask 
all those who are participating to 
keep all pets with you and on a leash or in a cage to eliminate 
chaos. In case your animal has a (potty) accident I ask that you 
be prepared to “clean-up” after your pet. Thank you, Fr. John 
 
Immaculate Conception in Ottoville will be having a Fall 

Festival on October 10, 2021. Beef and Chicken Dinners 

will be served from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and tickets are 

on sale now in the Parish Office (M-F from 8- 3). There 

will be a lunch stand from 11:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., a baked 

goods booth, and games and attractions for all ages. There 

will be bingo, as well as a fish pond, pop toss, sand art, and 

face painting for the kids and a Corn Hole Tournament for 

ages 8-18 beginning at noon. The Parish Historical 

Museum  is open from 11:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Take a chance 

on the 125+ items in the Raffle Booth (a 36” Blackstone 

Griddle, numerous gift cards/certificates, a tool box, 50” 

TV, a Ring Door Bell, a men’s bicycle, folding table and 

benches, and much more)!  Get your Big Tickets for a 

chance to win $1500, $500, $250, or $200!  Drawing for 

the Big Ticket and Raffle Booth winners will begin at 6:30 

p.m.  For more information, call (419) 453-3513.  

 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is during the 10 a.m. 

Mass 
 

K-5:  Class will meet this Wednesday, September 29, 

from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
 

6
th

,
 
7th and 8th Grades: Class will meet October 3 from 

11 – 12:45 p.m. 

 

Kelly is still looking for help with 8
th

 grade classes.  If 

you are interested in joining the PREP team as a 

Catechist, please contact Kelly at 419-358-8631. 
 

 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet October 3 
from 11 - 12:45 p.m.  


