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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 Many years ago the city planners in the state of 

California were faced with a major decision regarding the 

expansion of Highway 101 into a freeway from Los 

Angeles through Ventura County. The planners had to face 

a tremendous obstacle (a mountain) which was directly in 

path of the proposed freeway expansion. A decision had to 

be made of what to do. One possibility was to continue the 

freeway by directing the roadway to the north in what was 

in effect a detour around the mountain’s summit. The 

alternative proposal was to go straight ahead dynamiting a 

path over the Conejo grade and continuing on a direct path. 

After much analysis and discussion the alternative was 

chosen and it ended up being the right choice. 

 Answering Jesus’ call to “Come, follow Him” 

means we have to make radical decisions and choices in 

our lives. Taking Jesus’ words to heart and becoming His 

disciple can be challenging, uncomfortable, and at times 

very difficult. Responding to Jesus’ invitation to follow 

Him means that we will have to give up things. Faced with 

this reality we have two choices: (1) Ignore Jesus’ 

invitation, dismiss it, rationalize around it and simply walk 

away; or (2) accept Jesus’ invitation, become His disciple 

and enter into a deeper relationship with Him and those in 

our faith community.  

 Today’s Scripture readings are about making 

radical choices and decisions. In our first reading from the 

Book of Wisdom, the speaker is depicted as a king who 

prays to God for the gift of wisdom so that he would be 

able to rule judiciously. In this passage wisdom is 

personified as a woman who is praised as a priceless 

treasure beyond compare. The speaker realizes that only 

wisdom could bring him true happiness so He announces 

that he chooses the gift of wisdom over power, riches, 

health, or good looks. He boldly proclaims that wisdom is 

the most precious gift and treasure that God could give to 

anyone. 

 In our second reading from the Letter to the 

Hebrews the author reminds us that God’s word is living 

and effective because it is the expression of God Himself. 

God’s word accomplishes what He describes and His word 

passes judgment on what it discovers. God’s word is 

incisive and probing, sharper than a two-edged sword that 

does not take life but rather nourishes it to the fullest. 

God’s word cuts through the deepest recesses of one’s 

heart, bringing everything to life. Do you choose to listen to 

God’s word, allowing it to settle in your heart and moving 

you to do ministry or do you reject God’s word?  This 

radical decision and choice is up to you and me. 

 In today’s Gospel passage from St. Mark, Jesus 

invites a rich man (who is sincere about his faith) to make a 
radical decision and choice if he truly wants to inherit 

eternal life. In today’s passage, Jesus was traveling when a 

man approached Him and asked: “what must I do to gain 

eternal life?” The man’s question implies that he believes 

that he can do something to gain eternal life.  

    

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Oct 9                 4:00 p.m.  Jim Alt + Kathy Sehlhorst 
 

Sun Oct 10               8:00 a.m.   Special Intention 
        

Sun Oct 10             10:00 a.m.   For our parishioners      

 
Sat Oct 16               4:00 p.m.    Tim Kahle 
 

Sun Oct 17               8:00 a.m.    Jim + Ruth Badertscher 
        

Sun Oct 17             10:00 a.m.   For our parishioners      

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,325.00       Loose $1,242.00 

Children               $12.00        Total $3,579.00 

50 envelopes returned = 25% 
Anonymous one-time donation: $6,000.

00
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 

Assignments for October 16 & 17, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Courtney Gerten, Tonya Meyer 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor: Jenny Roby 

Ushers:  John Parinello and Bob Minto 

Lector:  Jim Kinn 

E.M.:  Jennifer Tschuor 

Servers:  KJ Hohenbrink 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Courtney McLaughlin 

Ushers:  Chuck Niese 

Lector:  Caitlyn Couch 

E.M:  Amy Marcum 

Server:  Shylee and Ronald Kaufman 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:  Courtney McLaughlin  

Ushers:  Greg and Gabe Denecker 

Lector: Chris Denecker 

E.M.: Rachel Rader 

Servers: Conner Gerten 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Readings for October 17, 2021 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1
st
 Reading: Isaiah 53:10 – 11                         

2
nd

 Reading: Hebrews 4:14 – 16               

Gospel Reading: Mark 10:35 – 45  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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Jesus, however, states that eternal life is a gift from God 

and a particular way of living is called forth for those who 

desire eternal life. The man replies that he has observed and 

kept the traditional Ten Commandments all his life but he 

apparently seeks more. The “more” comes when Jesus 

challenges him to sell his possessions, give the money to 

the poor and then become Jesus’ disciple. Jesus’ response 

floored the man so he sadly left Jesus.  Unfortunately, the 

man’s possessions possessed him as he was too attached to 

these earthly goods. His possessions became an obstacle 

too great to overcome so he would not follow Jesus. The 

man chose material things over the opportunity of 

becoming one of Jesus’ disciples.    

 The words of today’s Scripture readings challenge 

us to make a decision and a choice by asking ourselves: “do 

I allow God’s word to take root in my heart empowering 

me to answer Jesus’ call to discipleship or do I reject God’s 

word and walk away from Jesus’ invitation to “follow 

Him.” Answering Jesus call to “follow Him” means giving 

up much but gaining even more. Those who accept God’s 

word into their life and accept Jesus’ invitation to “follow 

Him” still care about the things of this world (people, 

objects, experiences) but they are detached enough that 

they can leave behind those things that pull them away 

from God and invest in those things that bring them closer 

to God. Growing in our relationship with God is our end 

goal and will lead us to eternal life. Have a blessed week.                   

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John 

   

 

 

Thank you to Beth Yarger and all 

the volunteers who helped with the 

Red Cross Blood Drive on Thursday. 

You are very much appreciated! 

 

 

Andrew Dinner     Join Bishop Daniel 

Thomas, Father Phil Smith, and other 

local priests for dinner, prayer, and an 

opportunity to learn more about the diocesan priesthood 

on November 7 from 6 – 8 p.m. at St. Nicholas Parish in 

Miller City. Participants should be accompanied by their 

parish priest. This free event is for young men who are 

high school or college age. To register, please email 

brybak@toledodiocese.org or call (419) 244-6711 ext. 

4941 by Friday, October 29
th
.  

 
Congratulations to Clay and Brianna Atkins 

on the baptism of their son, Ezra. Welcome to 

the family, Ezra! 

 

 

World Mission Sunday will be 

celebrated October 23-24, 2021. 

World Mission Sunday is a global 

effort for the entire Church. All 

Catholics of the world join into one 

community of faith to provide for the 

building up of over one thousand local 

churches in Asia, Africa, the Pacific Islands, and parts of 

Latin America and Europe, an area that covers more than 

half of the territory of the globe. Through the work of 

these churches and their witness to Christ, the poor 

receive practical help and experience God’s love and 

mercy, His hope and peace. 
 

Landeck St. John the Baptist Church will have their annual 
“Sausage & Sauerkraut” dinner on Sunday, November 7, 
2021.  Again this year, due to COVID 19, we will have 
drive-thru carry outs only.  Cars will line up heading north 
on Kill Rd. from 3-7 pm.  Volunteers will direct traffic, 
keeping the flow moving.  Dinner includes Homemade 
Sauerkraut & Sausage, Mashed Potatoes, Pancakes, 
Applesauce, and Pie.  Adult tickets are $10.00 and Children 
(8 and under) are $5.00.  Tickets can be purchased either 
pre-sale at the parish office or on the day. 
 
Volunteer Opportunities at MHCO Medical 

Transport drivers are needed. The volunteer drivers are 

licensed drivers that help take residents to Bluffton, 

Lima, and Findlay doctors’ appointments during the 

week using the MHCO handicap accessible van or 15-

passenger bus. Please call MHCO at (419) 358-1015 ext. 

263 for more information 

 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is during the 10 a.m. 

Mass 
 

K-5:  Class will meet this Wednesday, October 13, from 

6:30 – 7:45 p.m.  
 

6
th

,
 
7th and 8th Grades: Class will meet October 17

th
 

from 11 – 12:45 p.m. 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet October 17th from 
11 - 12:45 p.m.  
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