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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 It was a nasty-looking scar in the middle of a city 

block: an abandoned lot between two apartment buildings 

that had become a dumping ground not only for trash but 

late at night for homeless persons, drug addicts, and 

prostitutes. A few residents of the neighborhood got 

together and presented a “transformative plan” to the 

apartment building owners. The residents would clean up 

the lot, plant some flowers and bushes, and install some 

park benches. “Yea, sure, whatever,” was the owner’s 

unenthusiastic reply. After several months of hard work the 

“eyesore” was transformed into a small park with a 

community garden that produced some vegetables for the 

nearby soup kitchen. Nobody ever imagined that anything 

“good” could come from that sad tract of useless earth until 

someone looked at it with a new, hopeful vision and 

perspective. 

 Today’s Scripture readings remind us that if we 

look with the eyes of faith and develop a new vision and 

perspective we can find joy, hope, and peace in any 

situation. Our Christian vision and perspective enables and 

empowers us to see, discover, find, and realize that our 

God’s love, mercy, and compassion are always present in 

our midst. God always provides us with His transformative 

hope and re-creating love to heal the wounds and 

brokenness in our lives and communities. 

 Today’s first reading is from the book of Jeremiah 

who was no stranger to adversity and brokenness. God had 

appointed Jeremiah as a prophet to steer the Kingdom of 

Judah back onto the right path. If only the rulers and people 

had listened to Jeremiah’s message Judah would have been 

spared the terrible experience of exile and slavery. In the 

first 25 chapters of his book Jeremiah foretold a message of 

“doom and gloom” for the Jewish leaders and people since 

their cold evil hearts had refused to listen to and pay heed 

to God’s word. Because of their refusal to listen to 

Jeremiah’s warning the Jews did end up in exile. However, 

in today’s passage Jeremiah proclaims an optimistic 

message looking to the future when God will lead the 

Jewish people back to their homeland. When God delivers 

His people from their exile a transformation will take place: 

shouts of joy will replace their sighs of lamentation and 

their cries of despair will be replaced by their praise 

proclamations for God. 

 The four Gospels give witness to Jesus’ 

transformative nature in His life and ministry to wounded 

and suffering people. Today’s passage from St. Mark is an 

excellent example of this. Jesus and His disciples were 

leaving Jericho when they passed by a blind beggar named 

Bartimaeus who was sitting on the road side. When 

Bartimaeus hears that Jesus was near he cries out: “Jesus, 
son of David, have pity on me.” The surrounding crowd 

attempt to rebuke and silence Bartimaeus but instead he 

cries out louder. Jesus acknowledges Bartimaeus’ plea for 

help and calls him to come forward towards Him.  

.  

    

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Oct 23               4:00 p.m.    Fr. Dave Beck 
 

Sun Oct 24               8:00 a.m.   Kenneth Schmitt 
        

Sun Oct 24             10:00 a.m.   Charley + Mim Shepler      

 
Sat Oct 30               4:00 p.m.    Kevin Romer 
 

Sun Oct 31               8:00 a.m.   For our parishioners 
        

Sun Oct 31             10:00 a.m.   Alfred Hohenbrink, 

                Nancy Niese      
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,761.00       Loose $468.00 

Children               $6.88        Total $3,235.88 

50 envelopes returned = 25% 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 

Assignments for October 30 & 31, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Barb Galvan, Janet Begg 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor: Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers:  John Parinello and Bob Minto 

Lector:  Jim Kinn 

E.M.:  Tricia Herrmann 

Servers:  Elizabeth Honse 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Steve McCullough 

Ushers:  Chuck Niese 

Lector:  Shannon Wannemacher 

E.M:  Amy Marcum 

Server:  Shylee and Ronald Kaufman 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:  Steve McCullough  

Ushers:  Greg and Gabe Denecker 

Lector: Chris Denecker 

E.M.: Wes Lovett 

Servers: Lovett Boys 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Readings for October 31, 2021 

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1
st
 Reading: Deuteronomy 6:2 – 6                         

2
nd

 Reading: Hebrews 7:23 – 28               

Gospel Reading: Mark 12:28 – 34  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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This gesture is important because it indicates that this story 

is a call to discipleship as well as it is a healing story. 

Bartimaeus casts off his cloak and approaches Jesus. Jesus 

asks Bartimaeus what he desires and he responds that he 

wants to see. Ironically even though he is physically blind, 

Bartimaeus is spiritually alive as he clearly sees through 

the eyes of faith that Jesus is divine and the long-awaited 

Messiah. Jesus then instructs Bartimaeus to go on his way 

because his faith has saved him. Immediately Bartimaeus 

receives physical sight and follows Jesus becoming one of 

His disciples. Jesus’ compassion, love and transformative 

nature forever changed Bartimaeus and put him on a new 

joyful and life-giving path.        

  God expects that all of us should grow in our faith 

and see the opportunities in which we can grow closer to 

God and with others. Some people at times walk through 

life with their eyes open, yet they are inwardly blind or they 

have tunnel vision. Those who are physically blind are well 

aware of their handicap but those who are spiritually blind 

are not aware of their handicap. Jesus challenges us to open 

our eyes and heart to see our world with a vision of faith. 

Jesus empowers us to bring life and light, healing and 

peace along our way to the dwelling place of God. Jesus 

restores our sight and perspective to see God’s sacred 

presence in our lives and heal us of our blindness to our 

sins of selfishness and hatred which we can easily 

rationalize. True Christian faith is the ability to see and feel 

with a human compassionate heart, to perceive all things 

with God’s spirit, and to carry out God’s mission and 

ministry in our world. Who knows, maybe one simple act 

of our compassion and kindness towards someone might 

offer them the hope and strength to break a cycle of 

difficulty. Remember your love can transform someone 

else’s life and put them on a new path. Have a blessed 

week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John 

PS Today as we celebrate World Mission Sunday we join 

all Christians in going out and spreading Jesus’ Good News 

with our words and our very lives!     

 

Today is World Mission 
Sunday. We celebrate this day by 
remembering our baptismal call—
to bring the Gospel to all! The 
collection today for the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith supports the work and 
service of the mission Church, as it provides for 
priests, religious, and lay leaders who offer the Lord’s 
mercy and concrete help to the most vulnerable 
communities in the Pope’s missions. Thank you for 
your generosity.  
 
 

Calling all students and their pro-life 
advisors! Join the Diocese of Toledo Catholic 
Charities for a not-to-be-missed pro-life 
apologetics training event to kick off the new 
Academy for Life! On Saturday, November 
13th from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. we will have the first 
of an ongoing series of events that will equip the next 
generation of men and women to confidently defend the 
dignity of every human life from conception until natural 
death. The day begins at St. Aloysius Catholic Church (150 
S Enterprise St. Bowling Green, OH 43402) for Holy Mass 
at 9 a.m. with check in and refreshments following. To 
register, scan the QR code, or email the Students for Life 
Coordinator, Allison Stump at astump@toledodiocese.org 

 

The Serra Club of Lima Area, which exists to promote 

vocations to the priesthood and religious life, will have 

their next meeting on Thursday, October 28 at LCC. 

Guests are welcome! Mass will begin at 5:45PM in the 

LCC Chapel, followed by dinner and a program. This 

month’s program will be Angie Soules who will speak to 

us on “Being Positively Dangerous”. Being Positively 

Dangerous in a spiritual sense is being Christ to others. 

Angie is the Director of Youth Evangelization and 

Discipleship at the Petersburg Parishes which include 

four churches in and around Wapakoneta. If interested in 

attending, please contact Kathy McGraw at (419)303-

0339 for reservation.  

 

The annual Ottoville Rosary Altar Society craft show 

will be Saturday, November 6
th
, from 9 – 2 in the 

Immaculate Conception Parish Center in Ottoville. 

Come enjoy a delicious lunch, browse many talented 

vendors, and enter in the 50/50 (winner need not be 

present). All are welcome! 

 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is during the 10 a.m. 

Mass 
 

K-5:  Class will meet this Wednesday, October 27
th
, 

from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
 

6
th

,
 
7th and 8th Grades: Class will meet November 7

th
 

from 11 – 12:45 p.m. 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet November 7th from 
11 - 12:45 p.m.  


