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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 Have you ever written a love letter for someone 

special? Tom Chiarella, a professor of creative writing at 

DePauw University tells us that there is an art in writing a 

good love letter. In an article in Esquire Magazine he 

offers the following tips for anyone trying to write a good 

love letter: “Remember first, that it’s a letter, not a card. If 

what you want to express is a sentiment that you can buy, 

then what you are feeling might not be love. Sit down and 

write. Letters take time and have a rhythm. There are no 

bullet points, no clipping and pasting. The words have to 

be yours. Keep in mind that the purpose of a love letter is 

to acknowledge the one you love. A good love letter is 

about memory. Let example precede sentiment. Show your 

beloved what you love about him or her before you even 

tell them. Don’t overdo the earnestness or the genuineness; 

strive for clarity. And remember a love letter is private and 

therefore it can bear some risk. In this way a good love 

letter is like love itself.”  

 A well-written, thought-out love letter requires the 

same totality and focus that Moses and Jesus speak of in 

today’s Scripture readings. To love as God loves us 

demands every element of who we are: our heart, soul, 

mind, and strength. Like a good love letter, our love for 

God and others should always begin with a commitment of 

our time and attention. Our love for God and others should 

always be expressed in words that come directly from our 

heart and soul.  

 Today’s first reading is taken from the Book of 

Deuteronomy. Today’s passage is part of Moses’ poignant 

farewell address which he gave to the Hebrews before his 

death and their crossing into the Promise Land. Moses 

impresses upon the Hebrews how crucial it is for them to 

remain faithful to their covenantal bond with God. Moses 

urges them to remain faithful to God’s law because of two 

reasons: it is due to God in thanksgiving for all the 

blessings that they had received and experienced in the past 

(deliverance from Egypt and protection from harm as they 

journeyed through the desert) and it will bring them 

rewards in the future (the gift of the Promised Land, growth 

and prosperity while being there, and the enjoyment of a 

long life filled with bounty). Thus the Hebrews have every 

incentive to love the Lord God; never allowing anything or 

anyone from replacing God in their hearts. The Hebrews 

response to God’s for His love and kindness is a strong 

affirmation and declaration of their belief in the One true 

God alone as recited in their daily praying of the great 

Jewish prayer (Shema): “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our 

God, the Lord alone! Therefore, you should love the Lord, 

your God with all your heart, and with all your souls, and 

with all your strength.” 
 In today’s Gospel passage from St. Mark a scribe 

comes up to Jesus and asks Him a question that was often 

asked of rabbi: “Which is the first of all the 

commandments?” In Jesus’ time there were 613 

commandments within biblical law. 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Oct 30               4:00 p.m.    Kevin Romer 
 

Sun Oct 31               8:00 a.m.   For our parishioners 
        

Sun Oct 31             10:00 a.m.   Alfred Hohenbrink, 

                Nancy Niese      

 
Sat Nov 6               4:00 p.m.    Rosemary Meyer 
 

Sun Nov 7               8:00 a.m.   For our parishioners 
        

Sun Nov 7             10:00 a.m.   Ed Murphy  
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,045.00       Loose $625.00 

Children               $10.00        Total $2,680.00 

49 envelopes returned = 25% 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 

Assignments for November 6 &7, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Chad Wolford, Tonya Meyer 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor: Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers:  Dave and Mary Hoffer 

Lector:  Laura Jones 

E.M.:  Diana Bucher 

Servers:  Adelyn Althaus 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Steve McCullough 

Ushers:  Mike and Dawn Schulte 

Lector:  Shannon Wannemacher 

E.M:  Jerry Wehri 

Server:  Will Schulte 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:  Katie Hohenbrink  

Ushers:  God Squad 

Lector: God Squad 

E.M.: God Squad 

Servers: God Squad 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Readings for November 7, 2021 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1
st
 Reading: 1 Kings 17:10 – 16                         

2
nd

 Reading: Hebrews 9:24 – 28               

Gospel Reading: Mark 12:38 – 44  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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Although all of the commandments were considered 

binding, some were regarded more important than others. 

Jesus responded to the scribe’s question by quoting 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 (the Shema prayer): “Hear O Israel…” 

as being the greatest commandment. But then Jesus adds a 

second commandment from Leviticus 19:18: “You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus insists that both of 

these commandments are the greatest among the 613 

commandments. The two commandments that Jesus quoted 

are connected by the word love. For Jesus, it is the 

combination of these two separate Scriptural texts that is 

the essence of the Mosaic Law. The scribe then 

acknowledges Jesus’ response as being both accurate and 

profound. For us Christians, it is the combination of those 

two Scriptural texts that gives us the basic teaching for our 

lives since love of God and love of neighbor is the essence 

and heart of our faith. 

 To love as God asks us to do requires a spirit of 

humility which realizes that everyone is a son or daughter 

of God. To love God as God loves us requires every fiber 

of our being-soul, mind and strength. Our love for God is 

not genuine unless it includes our love for neighbor. Our 

commitment to others is incomplete without our 

recognition that God is the Source of all love. In our 

compassion and kindness extended to others we resemble 

God. In our respect and honor for others we praise the God 

of love. In our acts of charity and selflessness we mirror the 

love of God in our midst. In embracing and following 

Jesus’ two-fold “Great Commandment of Love” we will 

discover a purpose to our lives much greater than ourselves 

and our personal needs, interests and biases. In loving God 

and others we will find the ultimate meaning and purpose 

of our faith and life! Have a blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John                 
 

Today is our Memorial Mass for those parishioners 

who have died during the past year: Nancy Niese and 

Alfred Hohenbrink. Please remember them and their 

families in your prayers.  

 

Book of Eternal Life for our Beloved 

Deceased   During the month of 

November we remember and pray for 

the souls of our beloved deceased family 

members, friends, and parishioners. If 

you care to do so, please write the names of your 

beloved deceased in our Book of Life. This book with 

the names of all our beloved deceased will be placed on 

the altar at all the masses celebrated during the month of 

November. Eternal rest grant unto all, O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon them. May their souls rest in 

peace. Amen. Blessings, Fr. John 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Max and Rachel Rader on 

the baptism of their son, Roger, and to Bradley 

and Candace Meyer on the baptism of their 

daughter, Eleanor. Welcome to the family! May 

God bless you always and Our Mother of 

Perpetual Help watch over you.  

 

Although All Saints Day is not a Holy Day of 

Obligation this year; Fr. John will still celebrate Mass on 

Monday, November 1 at 9 a.m. in memory of all the 

Saints. He will also celebrate Mass on November 2 at 9 

a.m. for All Souls Day. All are invited to join!  

 

Mark your calendars! The week of November 7 – 13 

parish communities across the U.S. will celebrate 

National Vocation Awareness Week. You are invited to 

renew your baptismal commitment and to pray for a 

strengthening of all vocations. We will have Holy Hour 

on November 10 from 5 – 6 p.m. to pray for vocations – 

please join us!  

 

The Serra Club of Lima Area will have their next 

meeting on Thursday, November 4 at LCC. Guests are 

welcome! Mass will begin at 5:45PM in the LCC 

Chapel, followed by dinner and a program. Joe 

Hemmelgarn will speak to us on FOCUS Missionaries 

and Dynamic Catholic. Joe is a Mission Partner for 

Dynamic Catholic. If interested in attending, please 

contact Kathy McGraw at (419)303-0339 for 

reservation.  

 

 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is during the 10 a.m. 

Mass 
 

K-5:  Class will meet this Wednesday, November 3
rd

, 

from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
 

6
th

,
 
7th and 8th Grades: Class will meet November 7

th
 

from 11 – 12:45 p.m. 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet November 7th from 
11 - 12:45 p.m.  


