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Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

 In May of 1941 Maximilian Kolbe, a Franciscan 

priest was arrested and sent to Auschwitz Prison Camp for 

publishing subversive writings condemning the Nazi 

occupation of Poland. An inmate at the camp attempted to 

escape so the Commandant of the camp randomly chose 10 

other inmates to be starved to death in order to deter further 

escapes. Franciszek Gajowniczek, a husband and father of 

several young children, was chosen to be one of the 10 

inmates. Maximilian Kolbe offered to take Franciszek’s 

place so that his life would be spared. Fr. Kolbe starved for 

two weeks but ultimately died a martyr as a result of a 

lethal injection. Fr. Kolbe is now known as St. Maximillian 

Kolbe. 

 God calls and invites all of us to meaningful 

giving. At times God challenges us to give more than we 

think we are capable of giving. God asks us to be generous 

and give out of our need rather than what is extra or surplus 

.Giving in Jesus’ name helps us to identify with those who 

suffer and gives us spiritual strength to face our own 

challenges and trials. If we respond to God’s invitation and 

give until it hurts then God will replenish us in unforeseen 

ways. In today’s Scripture readings we see examples of two 

widows who wholeheartedly gave out of their need (not 

their surplus) demonstrating their absolute trust and faith in 

God. 

 In our first reading from the Book of Kings we are 

introduced to a widow of Zarephath living in a perilous 

situation in the midst of a severe drought and famine. 

God’s prophet Elijah encounters her as she is collecting 

wood to be used for fuel for what she imagines will be the 

last meal for herself and her son. Elijah asks the woman for 

a cup of water and some bread. Without hesitation the 

widow complies with Elijah’s request. With generosity that 

is total, complete, and reckless she gives the little she had 

and shares her mere resources with Elijah. Through her 

humanitarian gesture she shows great reverence for God’s 

prophet Elijah and for God’s word. For her extraordinary 

sharing and meaningful giving of her meager resources 

with Elijah the poor widow and her son are blessed and 

provided for. Elijah promises her that God will provide her 

and her son with a miraculous supply of flour and oil for a 

whole year.     

 Today’s Gospel passage from St. Mark offers a 

contrast between some extravagant scribes and a poor 

widow. Scribes were the official interpreters of the Old 

Testament Law. Ideally they were supposed to be models 

of honesty and justice but the scribes in today’s passage are 

complete opposites of what they should be. Jesus condemns 

these corrupt scribes’ ostentatious piety because they focus 

only on themselves, their honor, glory, and sense of self-
importance and He condemns them because they prey 

upon, cheat, and exploit widows in the name of religion. 

Afterwards, while sitting in the temple, Jesus watches 

people putting in their donations into the temple treasury.  

 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Nov 6               4:00 p.m.    Rosemary Meyer 
 

Sun Nov 7               8:00 a.m.   For our parishioners 
        

Sun Nov 7             10:00 a.m.   Ed Murphy  

 
Sat Nov 13              4:00 p.m.  Jim Alt + Kathy Sehlhorst 
 

Sun Nov 14             8:00 a.m.   For our parishioners 
        

Sun Nov 14           10:00 a.m.   Gene Badertscher,  

     Dennis Warren  
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,395.00       Loose $581.00 

Children               $5.00        Total $2,981.00 

50 envelopes returned = 25% 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

October E-Giving Total: $3,347.00 

 

Assignments for November 13 &14, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Courtney Gerten, Angie Wenger 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor: Steve McCullough 

Ushers:  Dave and Shirley Siefker 

Lector:  Jason Swartzlander 

E.M.:  Cathy Hermiller 

Servers:  KJ Hohenbrink 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Karen Phillips 

Ushers:  Marla and Eric Santomieri 

Lector:  Deb Hohenbrink 

E.M:  Jerry Wehri 

Server:  Makayla and Jordan Schweingruber 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor:  Karen Phillips 

Ushers:  John and Debbie Schlumbohm 

Lector: Anna Schroeder 

E.M.: Wes Lovett 

Servers: Lovett Boys 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Readings for November 14, 2021 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1
st
 Reading: Daniel 12:1 – 3                          

2
nd

 Reading: Hebrews 10:11 – 14, 18               

Gospel Reading: Mark 13:24 – 32  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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He notices a big contrast between the amounts of money 

the rich offer compared to two small coins that a poor 

widow contributes. Jesus points out the wealthy loudly 

donated from their surplus as they gave what they did not 

need. Meanwhile, the poor widow quietly donated the little 

she had; she meaningfully gave what she needed. Jesus 

then states that her contribution is actually more than what 

the rich offered since they contributed out of their wealth 

while she contributed out of her poverty. The poor widow’s 

wholehearted generosity demonstrated her absolute trust 

and faith in God. 

 As Christians we are invited and called to imitate 

the generous and sacrificial love of Jesus.  One way of 

doing this is by being generous with our time, talent, and 

treasure. Fortunately few of us are ever called to give of 

our sustenance, only of our surplus. But how generous are 

we even with our surplus? God doesn’t ask us for our last 

penny nor does God want us to be destitute. God does 

appreciate all that we give in terms of our time, talent, and 

treasure. Today let us ask ourselves: “What am I doing 

with the blessings that God has given to me?” And “Is it 

possible that I can give some more of my time, talent, and 

treasure to enable and empower St. Mary’s to become a 

more vibrant, loving, faith-filled Eucharistic Community?” 

Have a blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John  

P.S. This week we celebrate National Vocation Awareness 

Week. Let us take some time to pray that more young men 

will consider becoming a priest or a deacon within our 

Diocese of Toledo or becoming a Redemptorist priest or 

brother. Let us also pray that more young women will 

consider becoming a Religious Sister.                 

 
We congratulate Chad Shepler and Megan 

Johnson as they begin their new life together 

as husband and wife. May God bless you all 

the days of your life and may our Blessed 

Mother Mary and St. Joseph watch over and protect you 

always. Blessings and love, Fr. John and our St. Mary’s 

Community 

 
Book of Eternal Life for our Beloved Deceased   
During the month of November we remember and pray 

for the souls of our beloved deceased family members, 

friends, and parishioners. If you care to do so, please 

write the names of your beloved deceased in our Book of 

Life. This book with the names of all our beloved 

deceased will be placed on the altar at all the masses 

celebrated during the month of November. Eternal rest 

grant unto all, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 

them. May their souls rest in peace. Amen. Blessings, Fr. 

John 

 

Congratulations to Derek and Ashley Niese on 

the baptism of their daughter, Emery, and to Jay 

and Alyssa Schnipke on the baptism of their 

daughter, Charlotte. Welcome to the family! May 

God bless you always and Our Mother of 

Perpetual Help watch over you.  

 

The Catholic Church in the United States celebrates 

National Vocation Awareness Week November 7 – 13, 

2021. The purpose of this week is to pray that all 

members of the Church will be open to God’s plan in 

their lives. The celebration of National Vocations 

Awareness Week is a good reminder to continue to pray 

for an increase in vocations to the ordained ministry and 

consecrated life. We offer prayers this week that God 

will call many from our local community to labor with 

Jesus in serving the Church as sisters, brothers, and 

priests. We will have a Holy Hour for Vocations this 

Wednesday, November 10 from 5 – 6 p.m. Please join 

if you are able!  

A Prayer for Vocations:  

Almighty God, make me an instrument to encourage 

others to give of themselves and challenge me to do the 

same. Inspire men and women to respond generously to 

your call to service and leadership in your church as 

priests, consecrated religious, and deacons. Amen.  

 

Farewell to Fr. John We will have a farewell 

luncheon for Fr. John on November 14 after the 

10 o’clock Mass. We will also use this time to 

welcome our new pastor, Fr. Dau. We need to 

get numbers in ASAP. If you are interested in attending 

and never RSVP’d, please call Deb Hohenbrink at (567) 

204-6784 by tonight, November 7.  

 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is during the 10 a.m. 

Mass 
 

K-5:  Class will meet this Wednesday, November 10
th
, 

from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
 

6
th

,
 
7th and 8th Grades: Class will meet today from 11 

– 12:45 p.m. 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet today from 11 - 
12:45 p.m.  


