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In his book “Skipping Christmas,” John Grisham tells a 

story about a couple, Luther and Nora Krank, who are 

fed up with the chaos of Christmas. The endless 

shopping lists, the frenzied dashes through the mall, the 

hassle of decorating the tree, office Christmas parties, 

the horrible fruit cake, and of course the unwanted 

gifts... “where has all the joy gone?” they said. So this 

year, celebrating Christmas seems like too much effort. 

With their only daughter is going to another country to 

serve in the Peace Corps and will not be home, they 

decide that they'll skip the Christmas Celebration. They 

will spend their Christmas budget on a Caribbean cruise 

that sets sail on December 25, and will happily settle in 

for a restful holiday season free of rooftop snowmen and 

festive parties. However, they soon learn that their 

vacation from Christmas isn't much of a vacation at all, 

and that skipping the holidays has consequences they 

didn't bargain for, and it isn't half as easy as they'd 

imagined. (I will not reveal what happens the books, but 

I do encourage you to read this novel, it is well worth it.) 

My sisters and brothers in Christ, more than a week from 

this Sunday we will celebrate Christmas, the incarnation 

of our Savior, the Birth of Jesus Christ. Perhaps, this 

time of the year, for many people, is a hectic time as 

they are drawn up with all the tasks that need to be 

completed to “make Christmas happen.” These usually 

include the purchase of presents, the baking of goods, 

the participation in parties, or the sending of cards. For 

other people, as Christmas draws near, they feel the pain 

of loneliness is growing because of the death of their 

love ones and this is the first Christmas they have to be 

alone… 

As people of faith, what can we do? How can we prepare 

ourselves for Christmas celebration? If we are not 

careful, it will be easy for us to fall into negativities that 

can block us to the grace of peace that is poured out 

upon the world at Christmas. 

This Sunday is the third Sunday of Advent which is 

dedicated to rejoicing, Gaudete Sunday. All the scripture 

readings today encourage us with hope. We hear in 

today’s first reading from the prophet Zephaniah who 

exercised his ministry during the reign of King Josiah 

(640-609 BC). King Josiah was a righteous king who 

attempted reform to eradicate idolatry from the land. 

However, destruction and exile overtook the nation in 

587 BC. During the difficult time of the history of Israel, 

we hear the Prophet telling God’s people to “sing for 

joy.” They should sing for joy not because things were 

wonderful but because God was in their midst.  And we 

hear Paul in the second reading while he was in prison, 

tells the Philippians to rejoice always.   If we were in 

Paul’s shoes, we would be feeling disheartened and even 

depressed.   

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Dec 11              4:00 p.m.   Len + Sally Rieman 

    Melissa Calvelage 
 

Sun Dec 12             8:00 a.m.   For our parishioners 
        

Sun Dec 12           10:00 a.m.   Alfred Hohenbrink,   

                 Healing for Earl Bixel 

 
Sat Dec 18              4:00 p.m.   Jerry Musser 
 

Sun Dec 19             8:00 a.m.   Dolores Hermiller +  

              James Trenkamp 
        

Sun Dec 19           10:00 a.m.   William Ellerbrock 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $3,065.00       Loose $363.00 

Children               $10.50        Total $3,438.50 

51 envelopes returned = 26% 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 

Assignments for December 18 & 19, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Chad Wolford, Deb Goldenetz 
 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor:   Dave Roby 

Ushers:  Jeanne and Jerry Wehri 

Lector:   Volunteer 

E.M.:  Jennifer Tschuor 

Servers: KJ Hohenbrink 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Steve McCullough 

Ushers:  Chuck Niese 

Lector:  Caitlyn Couch  

E.M:  Amy Marcum 

Server:  Shylee and Ronald Kaufman 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor: Steve McCullough 

Ushers:  Greg and Gabe Denecker 

Lector: Chris Denecker 

E.M.: Rachel Rader 

Servers: Conner Gerten 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Readings for December 19, 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

1
st
 Reading: Micah 5:1 – 4                          

2
nd

 Reading: Hebrews 10:5 – 10                

Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39 – 45   

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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But St Paul was very positive and upbeat, even in 

suffering.  What was the secret of his joy if not for the 

nearness of God?  His happiness was not determined by 

external circumstances.  Indeed, this is often the case.  

Happiness is not so much what we have but the state of 

our interior disposition and attitude towards life. Joy is a 

choice. As St. Paul tells people of Philippians that joy is 

something for them to choose to do rather than it being 

something that just happens to them. Doing good also 

brings joy.  The people in today’s gospel come to ask 

John the Baptist what they should do in order to prepare 

themselves for God who will come to bring them joy. 

His answer to them was very simple: think of others and 

share what you have. 

My brothers and sisters, as we come to the end of holy 

season of Advent, don’t make yourselves so anxious 

time of this season that will lose the joy hat can be found 

only in knowing Jesus’ love. “ The Lord, your God is in  

your midst.” 

Your brother priest, 

Fr. Luyen Dau, C.Ss.R 
 

 

Weekday Mass and Worship Schedule 
Monday, Dec. 13 – Office closed 

Tuesday, Dec. 14 – 9a Mass 

Wednesday, Dec. 15 – 9a Mass; Holy Hour + Advent 

Reflection 5 – 6p; PREP 6:30 -7:30p, Caroling + Cocoa 

7:15p 

Thursday, Dec.16 – No Mass 

Friday, Dec. 17 – 9a Mass, Christmas Program Practice 

6p – 8:15p 
 

 

Congratulations to Brent and Ellie Russell on 

the baptism of their daughter, Talia, in late 

November. Welcome to the family, Talia! May 

God bless you and Our Mother of Perpetual 

Help protect you.  

 
Liturgy Schedule     We will be making a 

new Liturgy Schedule for January – July. 

Please let the office know what Mass time 

you prefer. We are in need of help at all 

Masses – but especially the 8 a.m. If you are willing and 

able to help out, please contact the office or email 

rawelch47@yahoo.com 

 
 

Advent Reflection   Please join us for our 
weekly Holy Hour and Advent reflection this 
Wednesday, December 15 from 5 – 6 p.m.  
 

 

 

Opportunities for Confession Fr. Dau will 

be available to hear confession this 

Wednesday, December 15
th
 from 6 – 7 p.m. 

He is also available on Saturdays before Mass 

from 3 – 3:50 p.m.  
 

City Wide Advent Reconciliation Service This 

year the Lima city wide penance service will be held at 

St. Charles on Sunday, December 19, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. 

This is a great opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation before Christmas.  

 

Living Liturgically   Please see the bulletin boards 

at each entrance to see how you and your family can 

practice living liturgically at home. New ideas are 

posted each week!  
 

God Squad Christmas Gathering  All 

God Squad youth & alumni are invited to 

join us for a fun Christmas gathering on 

Sunday, December 19, from 11:00-1:00 at 

Southgate Lanes (bowling & food 

provided). God Squad leaders are available to offer rides 

to the bowling alley after 10:00 Mass, or you can meet 

us there. It will be a great time with friends - we hope 

you can join us!  

 

Sign Ups   There are sign-up sheets on the shelf in the 
main entrance for Advent candle bearers and for 
liturgical ministers for our Christmas Masses. Please 
do look at them and see how you can help. There are 
many spots to fill!  
 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is during the 10 a.m. 

Mass 
 

K-5:  Class will meet next Wednesday, December 15 

from 6:30 – 7:30. Caroling + cocoa will be at 7:15  
 

6
th

,
 
7th and 8th Grades: Class will meet December 19 

from 11 – 12:45 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet December 19 for a 
gathering at the bowling alley after the 10 a.m. Mass 
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