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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

There is a story about a mother who, one day, came 

home from work, and as she passed by her daughter’s 

room, she was astonished to see the bed nicely made 

and everything was packed up. Then, she saw an envelope 

hang on the front door and it was simply addressed to 

“Mom”. With the worst premonition, she opened the letter 

with trembling hands and slowly read the letter:  

Dear Mom,  

It is with great regret and sorrow that I am writing to you. 

I had to elope with my new boyfriend because I wanted to 

avoid a scene with you and Dad. I've been finding real 

passion with John and he is so nice, even though he is 

pierced with studs in his ears, nose, lips, tongue, face and 

he has tattoos all over his body. But it's not only the 

passion, Mom. I'm pregnant and John said that he will 

take care of me and we will be very happy. He has a 

trailer somewhere and there is enough food for us and the 

baby. He wants to have many children with me and I 

really like that idea too. John taught me that marijuana 

doesn't really hurt anyone and we intend to grow it and 

then trade it with his friends for all the cocaine and 

ecstasy pills we want. In the meantime, we hope that 

science will find a cure for AIDS so John can get better 

because he surely deserves it. Don't worry Mom, I'm 15 

years old now and I know how to take care of myself. 

Someday I'm sure we'll be back to visit so that you can get 

to know your grandchildren. 

With love, your daughter, Joanna 

PS: None of the above is true! I'm actually at the 

neighbor’s house. I just wanted to remind you that there 

are worse things in life than my report card which is in 

my desk drawer. I love you, Mom. Call me when it is safe 

for me to come home. 

If you have news, whether it’s good or bad, and you want 

to share it with your loved ones, how would you want 

people to hear what you want to share with them? I guess 

there are many ways to break the news so we might as well 

try to be creative! And talking about breaking news, this 

Sunday, we heard in the gospel that Mary went as quickly 

as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah to see 

Elizabeth. Mary had just been told by an angel that she was 

going to have a baby, and with that announcement a whole 

new set of responsibilities had been placed on her plate. 

She would have to find a way of telling Joseph the news, 

and she certainly worried about his response. She had to 

face the issues of her physical health as a pregnant mother. 

She had to plan for the coming of the child. Like every new 

mother Mary was filled with new questions, new 

responsibilities and new fears. 

Not only that, earlier in the gospel when the angel Gabriel 
came to Mary, she was told that her cousin, Elizabeth who 

was advanced in age and unable to have children, was now 

pregnant. You can imagine in these circumstances that 

Elizabeth had many fears about her pregnancy. The worries 

of every mother were intensified in her case. Would her 

baby live? Would he be healthy?  

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Dec 18              4:00 p.m.   Jerry Musser 
 

Sun Dec 19             8:00 a.m.   Dolores Hermiller +  

              James Trenkamp 
        

Sun Dec 19           10:00 a.m.   William Ellerbrock 

 
Fri Dec 24              4:00 p.m.   Gene Badertscher 

Fri Dec 24              8:00 p.m.   Ellen Von Lehmden 

 

Sat Dec 25             10:00 a.m.   Jim Alt + Kathy 

      Sehlhorst 
 

Sun Dec 26             8:00 a.m.   Bixel Family Healing 
        

Sun Dec 26           10:00 a.m.   Kevin Romer 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,535.00       Loose $1,403.00 

Children               $6.00        Total $4,197.00 

53 envelopes returned = 27% 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 

Assignments for December 26, 2021 
 

Money Counters: Tonya Meyer, Janet Begg 
 

Please see the schedule on the next page for Christmas 

Day Mass. Reminder - there is no 4 p.m. Mass on 

Saturday, December 25 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:  Matt Meyer 

Ushers:  Mike and Rhonda Maag 

Lector:  Deb Hohenbrink  

E.M:  John Schulte 

Server:  Will Schulte 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor: Matt Meyer 

Ushers:  Volunteer 

Lector: Amy Tabler 

E.M.: Betty Gerten 

Servers: Izzy and Ally Stechschulte 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Readings for December 26, 2021 

Feast of the Holy Family 

1
st
 Reading: 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28                          

2
nd

 Reading: 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24                

Gospel Reading: Luke 2:41 – 52   

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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Would she be able to deliver him successfully? Indeed, it 

was probably in light of these fears that Mary set out in 

haste to be with her cousin during this difficult pregnancy. 

What makes this Sunday’s gospel both unique and essential 

is Mary and Elizabeth’s connectedness to each other. Mary 

comes to help Elizabeth in the last months of her pregnancy 

and Elizabeth recognizes Mary’s gift and calls her blessed 

for being the Mother of the Savior. These two women come 

together so that they can share their questions and their 

doubts in confidence, so that they can celebrate the wonder 

and the anticipation which both of them feel. The two 

women come together in order to affirm one another’s 

faith, to help each other on their way to God. 

The visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth is an 

example of our connectedness to one another as we prepare 

ourselves to celebrate the Christmas. We are, of course, 

related in some way to all people. The first person that 

Mary seeks out after being made the mother of the Savior is 

her cousin, a member of her own family. So in a particular 

way, the story of the Visitation reminds us of our 

connectedness to those who are closest to us, to the 

members of our own family. 

This gospel reminds us during the holy season of Christmas 

to reach out in new ways to a variety of people - to give our 

time and donations to those in need, greet strangers with 

holiday cheer. But the story of the Visitation asks us to be 

attentive to the people who are close to us. Often it is these 

people who have to bear with us during the holidays. The 

gospel asks us to love them first, to treat the people in our 

own household with kindness and with respect. Like Mary 

and Elizabeth, we should recognize and celebrate our 

connectedness to one another. Take time to listen to them, 

to speak to them.  

As we come to the last Sunday of Advent and with 

Christmas just a few days away, let us ponder on the 

mystery of the Incarnation, the Word made flesh, the God 

who became man. It sounds incredible and amazing but 

blessed are we who believe. Yes, we believe in the 

Emmanuel – The God who is with us. That is the Good 

News. God came to people and he chose to be born in a 

family to remind us that everyone should have a family; no 

one should be left alone. 

Your brother priest, Fr. Luyen Dau, C.Ss.R 
 

Weekday Mass and Worship Schedule 
Monday, Dec. 20 – Office closed 

Tuesday, Dec. 21 – 9a Mass, decorating for Christmas – 

6p 

Wednesday, Dec. 22 – 9a Mass; Holy Hour + Advent 

Reflection 5 – 6p; No PREP  

Thursday, Dec.23 – No Mass 

Friday, Dec. 24 – Office closed, No 9a Mass, Christmas 

Eve Masses 4p (Children’s Choir), 8p 
 
 

Advent Reflection   Join us this Wednesday, 
December 22, from 5 – 6 p.m. for Holy Hour 
and an Advent reflection 

 

The annual financial report is enclosed. If you 

have any questions, please reach out to Jim Yarger 

or Mike Maag. Thank you!  

 

Please Note: We will be decorating the 

church for Christmas on Tuesday, 

December 21, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  All 

are welcome!  Many hands will make light work.  

When there are a lot of us, we can finish in an hour 

or so. 

 

Congratulations to Carl and Heather Muniz 

on the baptism of their daughter, Allenia. 

Welcome to the family! May God bless you 

and our Mother of Perpetual Help protect you.  
 

A big thank you to everyone who made donations to 
this year’s Giving Tree. We were able to help three local 
families, Heartbeat of Lima, and families in the 
Appalachia area. The amazing generosity of this parish 
is truly special and very much appreciated! 
 
 

Christmas Liturgical Ministers, December 24 & 25 
 

4:00 p.m. Mass – December 24 

Greeters:  Mel and Sherry Heitmeyer 

Ushers:  Mike and Rhonda Maag 

Servers:  ____________, ______________ 

Lectors:  Jason Swartzlander 

E. M:  Jen Swartzlander, _____________, 

_________ 

Bring in the Baby Jesus: ____________ 
 

8:00 p.m. Mass – December 24 

Greeters:  Henry Schroeder, ____________ 

Ushers:  ______________ 

Servers:  ___________ 

Lectors:  Jenny Roby 

E. M.:  Jerry Wehri 
              

10:00 a.m. Mass – December 25 

Greeters:  ____________ and ____________ 

Ushers:  _____________ and _____________ 

Servers:  Elizabeth Honse, _____________ 

Lectors:  Lisa Welch 

E.M.:  ____________              
 

Please sign up to help! Sign-up sheets are on the shelf 

in the main entrance 
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Liturgy Schedule     We will be making a 

new Liturgy Schedule for January – July. 

Please let the office know what Mass time 

you prefer or email rawelch47@yahoo.com 

 

P.R.E.P  
 

K-5:  Class will resume January 5. Merry Christmas!  
 

6
th

,
 
7th and 8th Grades: Class will meet today 

 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet today at the bowling 
alley after the 10 a.m. Mass 
 

 


