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My brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Many things are necessary for life in this world.  We 

need food, accommodations, and work to give us 

fulfillment.  But even if we have all these things, without 

love, life has no meaning. Yet, the sad reality is that this 

history of ours is a history of broken relationships. We 

have all experienced betrayal, estrangement, and 

disappointments in relationships. When we are no longer 

excited in our relationships, when such relationships 

become a mere obligation, there is no longer any joy or 

reason to celebrate. When that happens, life loses its 

meaning. When there is no longer any joy, it means, too, 

the absence of God and the Holy Spirit. 

All the three readings we hear this Sunday give us the 

Good News and that is: God is going to restore all our 

broken relationships. How is this restoration of all 

relationships to be brought about?  The key is to restore 

our relationship with God. 

Our First Reading from Isaiah was written about 700 

years before the birth of Jesus. The Prophet Isaiah uses 

the image of conjugal love to describe God’s great 

affection for the people of Israel. The Jews were in need 

of a little good news since, time and time again, they had 

been defeated by their enemies. Now they were returning 

to their homeland after a fifty-year exile in Babylon, 

only to find their capital city, Jerusalem, reduced to a 

heap of rubble; their beloved Temple which was the 

concrete sign that God had chosen to dwell among his 

people had been destroyed.  And so the Prophet Isaiah 

spoke to them assuring God’s people that even though 

they were feeling pretty “empty” and “forsaken,” and 

even though their homeland was now “desolate”, there 

was GOOD NEWS on the horizon! While it seemed that 

God had forgotten His chosen people and they had 

forgotten God, Isaiah assured the Jews that God had 

definitely NOT forgotten them. The love of God is not 

as weak and fragile as the love of men and women. In 

spite of all the betrayals, He does not reject His spouse. 

Isaiah assured Israel that, from now on, other nations 

would look at them with envy because God had given 

His chosen people a new name! — “MY DELIGHT” — 

and promised them, “As a bridegroom REJOICES in his 

bride, so shall your God rejoice in you.” 

Paul, in our second Reading, says there are a variety of 

gifts (v. 4-6). They are different, but they all come from 

one Father, one Spirit, and Christ. Charisma means: 

God’s free gift, so it is something very good, and yet, in 

the community of Corinth this understanding had 

deteriorated. Instead of being placed at the service of 

unity, some in the community used their charisma to 

excel, to compete, to assert themselves over others. 

Envy, jealousy, and dissension had arisen. When they 

cause division, struggle, or turmoil, it means they are 

used for evil. No one is without the gifts of God.  

 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Jan 15                4:00 p.m.    Mel Schroeder, For our 

         Parish 
 

Sun Jan 16               8:00 a.m.    In thanksgiving 
         

Sun Jan 16             10:00 a.m.    Ruth Ebbeskotte 

 

Sat Jan 22                4:00 p.m.    For our parish 
 

Sun Jan 23               8:00 a.m.     L&D of the Santomieri/ 

                  Fisher Families, Wanda Kiene 
        

Sun Jan 23            10:00 a.m.     Charley + Mim Shepler 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Adults             $2,360.00       Loose $553.00 

Children             $69.00        Total $2,982.00 

47 envelopes returned = 29% 
Christmas Collection to Date: $7,515.00 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 

Assignments for January 22 & 23, 2022 

 

4:00 p.m.  
 

Cantor:  Kevin Vance 

Ushers:  Jeanne and Jerry Wehri 

Lector:  Jenny Roby  

E.M:  Edna Conkling 

Server:  Greta Myers 
 

8:00 a.m.  
 

Cantor:   Kevin Vance 

Ushers:  Volunteer 

Lector:  Deb Hohenbrink  

E.M:   John Schulte 

Server:    Will Schulte 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Cantor: Kevin Vance 

Ushers:   Mike and Rhonda Maag 

Lector:  Kristin Rodabaugh 

E.M.: Michelle Risner 

Servers:  Izzy + Ally Stechschulte 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Readings for January 23, 2022 

3
rd

 Ordinary Sunday 

1
st
 Reading: Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10                          

2
nd

 Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-30                

Gospel Reading: Luke 1:1–4; 4:14-21  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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To each is given a charisma “for the common good”; it 

should not be self-serving but placed at the service of the 

brothers and sisters (v. 7). The diversity of “gifts” is 

providential; it allows the community to be well served. 

While not all gifts have the same importance, among 

them there is an order, a hierarchy. The ranking, 

however, is not established according to the prestige, 

privileges, or the authority they confer, but rather the 

usefulness for the community. In fact, we are not given 

these gifts solely for our own benefit, but to help further 

the work and mission of the Church and to serve the 

needs of others in the midst of our daily lives. 

In today’s gospel, we hear the story of the first miracle 

of Jesus that took place at a wedding at Cana. It is not 

just an accidental event.  Rather, Jesus chose this nuptial 

event to express the heart of God, which is love, since 

every wedding is a celebration of love. 

It is Mary who notices the problem with the wine and 

decides to intercede. She doesn’t do so because the 

couple will be punished for running out of wine. At 

worst, the couple or the families will be ashamed by 

their lack of resources. But Our Lady exemplifies God’s 

tender and personal loving care so well that she wants to 

protect this young couple from any undue anxiety. She 

steps in, and is persistent with Jesus, who first denies his 

mother’s request to help. 

Mary tells the servers: “Do whatever he tells you.” Our 

Blessed Virgin Mary always defers to Jesus. Anyone of 

us who relies on her intercession never has to worry 

about her taking all of the attention. She will always put 

the focus on her Son. From these words, we can see also 

that what is most important for Our Lady which is, in all 

things, we are obedient to Christ, doing whatever he tell 

us. 

The story of the Wedding at Cana gives us solid 

scriptural basis for the intercessory power of Our Lady, 

and for her role in the lives of Christians everywhere. 

Especially as we begin this new calendar year, it might 

be a good idea to encourage the faithful to renew 

devotion to Our Lady in their lives, and in the lives of 

their families. This is not only so that Mary might 

intercede for us, but more importantly, that she might 

guide them to Christ, teaching them to be more like him. 

Your brother priest, 

Fr. Luyen Dau, C.Ss.R 

  

Bible Study   Please let Deb Hohenbrink know by 

January 23rd if you are interested in joining the next 

Bible Study Group, which will start on Monday, 

February 7 at 6:30 p.m. The study will focus on Mary, 

and the books are $10. If interested, please call or text 

(567) 204-6784, or let the office know. Thank you!  

 

 

9 Days for Life is a national novena of 

prayer, penance, and pilgrimage sponsored by 

the United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops taking place from Jan. 21 through 29. 

During this time we pray in a special way for 

the healing and conversion of our nation and for all 

people impacted by the culture of death. To learn more 

about the 9 Days for Life novena, or to sign up to 

receive the daily intentions, visit www.9daysforlife.com. 

 
Men’s Retreat at Damascus   Looking 

for an opportunity to spend a weekend 

growing in your faith? Damascus 

Catholic Mission Campus, home to 

CYSC, has a men’s retreat weekend 

from Friday, April 1 – Sunday, April 3. The cost is $185 

and includes all of your lodging, meals, activities, and a 

t-shirt. To register, or for more information, please go to: 

https://www.ultracamp.com/info/sessiondetail.aspx?idCa

mp=297&campCode=cys&idSession=315651 

 
Remember to turn in your Community Market receipts 

for the 1% rebate. The money we receive will go 

towards Summer Camp 

 

The Diocese of Toledo remains committed to ensuring 

the protection of children and providing a safe 

environment for all young people. If you have any 

knowledge of abuse that has been committed by a cleric, 

or any employee or volunteer of the Catholic Church, 

please report the abuse to your local police department, 

Child Protection Services, and Diocesan Victim 

Assistance Coordinator, who can be reached at (419) 

214-4880 or by mail at 1933 Spielbusch Avenue, 

Toledo, OH 43604 
 

P.R.E.P  
 

K-5:  Class will meet January 19 from 6:30 – 7:45. 

Mass will be at 7  
 

6
th

,
 
7th and 8th Grades: Class will meet January 

23 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet January 23 

https://www.ultracamp.com/info/sessiondetail.aspx?idCamp=297&campCode=cys&idSession=315651
https://www.ultracamp.com/info/sessiondetail.aspx?idCamp=297&campCode=cys&idSession=315651

