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I was in Maryland for a few days last week to celebrate
the Vietnamese Lunar New Year, and last week was also
the celebration of the National Catholic School Week. At
a dinner, one of the questions that someone  asked me:
“Is the Catholic School system worth supporting even if
many of its graduates no longer go to Church?”

To answer this question I remember the words of  Justice
Robert H. Jackson of the United States Supreme Court
who said about religion and education: "It would not
seem practical to teach either practice or appreciation of
the arts if we are to forbid exposure of youth to any
religious influences. Music without sacred music,
architecture minus the cathedral, or painting without the
scriptural themes would be eccentric and incomplete . . .
. Certainly a course in English literature that omitted the
Bible and other powerful uses of our mother tongue for
religious ends would be pretty barren . . . . The fact is
that, for good or ill, nearly everything which gives
meaning to life, is saturated with religious influences . . .
. One can hardly respect a system of education which
would leave the student wholly ignorant of the currents
of religious thought that move the world today . . . for a
part in which he is being prepared."

We are very blessed to have Catholic Schools. The
primary mission of a Catholic educational institution is
to allow students to “encounter the living God who in
Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”
(Pope Benedict XVI).  It could be seen in three different
goals: to provide an environment in which students are
enabled to build and deepen their relationship with God;
to foster an academic culture aimed at the pursuit of
truth; and to actively promote growth in virtue.

When we talk about the Catholic School system,
especially during Catholic Schools Week, some if not
many parents bemoan the fact that they sent their
child/children to a Catholic School but they stopped
going to Church. This is indeed a sad fact. But I strongly
believe that it should not be a reason for us to weaken
our support for the Catholic School system. Why?
Because a Catholic School education gives a child a
great start in life.

Weekend Masses

Sat Feb 5                4:00 p.m.     Ethan Leiber
Sun Feb 6               8:00 a.m.     For our parish
Sun Feb 6            10:00 a.m.      Ruth Ebbeskotte

Sat Feb 12                4:00 p.m.    Teresa Rieman
Sun Feb 13               8:00 a.m.     For our parish
Sun Feb 13            10:00 a.m.    Jan Schulte, Jim Alt

Kathy Sehlhorst

SUNDAY COLLECTION
Adults $2,610.00       Loose $169.00
Children             $31.75        Total $2810.75

52 envelopes returned = 33%

Thank you for your generosity!
Thank you also to those who give

electronically!!
January E-Giving Total: $3,140.00

Assignments for February 12 & 13, 2022
Money Counters: Deb Goldenetz, Nick Recker

4:00 p.m.

Cantor: Kevin Vance
Ushers: Dave and Shirley Siefker
Lector: Amy Tabler
E.M: Diana Bucher
Server: KJ Hohenbrink

8:00 a.m.

Cantor: Kevin Vance
Ushers: Volunteer
Lector: June Miller
E.M: John Schulte
Server: Will Schulte

10:00 a.m.

Cantor: Kevin Vance
Ushers: Dave and Mary Hoffer
Lector: Anna Schroeder
E.M.: Tricia Herrmann
Servers: Lovett Boys

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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• It is always a plus to have a child in a school that
begins the school day with prayer and school Mass.
• It is always a plus to have a child in a school which
has religious education as an integral part of the
curriculum.
• It is always a plus to have a child in an educational
atmosphere where a teacher can speak about God  any
time of the day and help to integrate faith and learning.
• It is always a plus to have a child  in a school where
the parish priest can visit the classrooms and talk about
faith, and where children can ask Father any questions.
• It is always a plus to have a child in a school where
children are taught to have compassion for the less
fortunate members of society.
So Catholic Education is more than passing on
information;  it is about formation of the person in the
life of faith, in the life of the Christian community which
means we are forming people in virtue and not simply
giving them information and preparing them for careers.
Christ is the center of all that we do. Even though we
don’t have a full Catholic School in our parish, we have
different religious programs to cultivate the Catholic
faith and Christian values which help to form our
children to grow physically, intellectually, emotionally
and spiritually.  We have St. Mary’s preschool,  Faith
formation programs including Sacramental Preparation
and God Squad High School Youth Group. I have
experienced that these religious programs offered at our
parish are staffed by very dedicated and committed
Catechists of which I have nothing but praise.
One of our goals is to make the story of Jesus real for the
children. We’d like to assist and provide a faith
environment where you and your child are welcome to
deepen your experience of the person of Jesus Christ. We
offer sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist,
and Confirmation. The sacraments are not just
something we receive,  they are expressions of how we
wish to live in relationship with God and with each
other.
Please bring your family to celebrate the Eucharist on
Sundays. Starting this month, we will dedicate one
Sunday a month for the youth Mass at 10 AM.  Your
children will have the opportunity to share different roles
in the Mass celebration, such as  to proclaim the Word of
God to the community,  to sing in the youth’s choir, to be
ushers, Eucharistic Ministers, greeters, and altar servers.

I pray and hope that all of our children have the keen
understanding of being called as Christians to work for
the common good and to do so through a life that is
deeply rooted in Christ. Also, I am looking forward to
meeting with you and helping your child with all my
abilities or anything you could help me to serve our
parish better. I wish you and your families every
blessing.
Your brother priest,

Fr. Luyen Dau, C.Ss.R

Job Opening We are looking for a person to serve as
an administrative assistant. This position will be part
time, three days a week. Reporting to the Pastor.
Salary is negotiable based on experience. Hours are
flexible. Must have knowledge of and skill in using the
computer, accounting, spreadsheets and a willingness
to learn ParishSoft is required. Proficient in spelling,
grammar and typing skills. Must have the ability to
communicate verbally and in writing in a professional
manner. Must have the ability to relate and work well
with people. Must be able to multi-task and have
strong organizational skills.
Please send your resume to Fr. Dau by Friday,
February 11th

Server Training Mark your calendars! We will
have a server training for new and returning servers that
are in third grade and up today and February 20th from 1
– 3 p.m. Only one training session is needed. There will
also be a retreat for all who attended trainings on
February 27th from 1 – 3 p.m. Lunch will be provided at
both trainings and the retreat. Please sign up on the
sheets in the main entrance and see Amanda
Stechschulte for any questions.

P.R.E.P
K-5: Class will meet on February 9 at 6:30.

6th, 7th and 8th Grades: Class will meet today
from 11 - 1

⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥❖⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥❖⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥❖⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥
⬥⬥

God Squad--High School Youth Group
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⬥⬥God Squad High School Youth will meet today from

11 - 1


