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My brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

This Sunday we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most 

Holy Body and Blood of Christ. 

 

As we reflect on the words from John 6:51, “my 

flesh for the life of the world”, as Christians we 

need Christ to be present in our lives now more than 

ever. Christ accompanies us in many ways, but none 

as profound as when we encounter Him in the 

Eucharist.  

 

One of my close friends is a convert to the Catholic 

Church. When she is asked why she became a 

Catholic, and remains a Catholic despite scandals 

and the attacks of the culture, she always answers 

the same way referring to John’s gospel chapter 6. 

Raised in a Protestant denomination, and very 

familiar with both Old and New Testaments, she 

was always a little shaken when her congregation 

“took communion,” once a month. The pastor 

would say something like, “of course this is not the 

body and blood of Jesus, but only a symbol.” Every 

time she picked up the Gospel of John, she would 

see Christ’s words: “he who eats my flesh and 

drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him 

up at the last day. For my flesh is food indeed, and 

my blood is drink indeed.  He who eats my flesh 

and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. As 

the living Father sent me, and I live because of the 

Father, so he who eats me will live because of me. 

This is the bread which came down from heaven, 

not such as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this 

bread will live forever.” (Jn 6:54–58) And, in her 

mind, Jesus meant what He said, so the true Church 

had to be the one that consistently said from the 

beginning that “their” Eucharist was and is truly the  

Body and Blood of Christ, physically present and 

available for our nourishment. .  

 

As Catholics, we believe the Eucharist is the real 

presence of our Lord.  It is the most precious gift 

that God has given to humankind.  It is Christ, true 

God, true man, sacramentally present to us in the 

form of bread and wine that is, after consecration, 

truly, substantially changed into Christ’s body and 

blood. The Eucharist is not just a “nice thing,” not 

merely a symbolic sign of sharing and community, 

it IS Christ’s true Body and true Blood. 

We need to reflect on two things as we celebrate the 

Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of 

Christ: 

 

First, if we believe in the Real Presence of Christ, 

how do we receive the Eucharistic Lord? Do we 

consciously show reverence and acknowledgment 

to the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, or 

has it become a mere casual act? And further, does 

the reverence we show draw more attention to 

ourselves or to the Eucharistic Lord? Do we prepare 

ourselves for Mass, acknowledging consciously 

what it is we are doing and where we are, in spite of 

the distractions? Even those distractions that can 

come due to our state of lives?  

 

Second, what are the moral implications of our 

reception of Holy Communion? How is our day 

different because we have received Holy 

Communion? Is my day different because I have 

celebrated Mass? Do I recognize the Christ who 

lives in you and transforms you more and more by 

the Communion that you have received? Do we 

strive to see Christ in each other and then to be 

Christ to each other, recognizing that includes 

everyone whom we meet, especially the people that 

God has placed in our daily lives, whom we see 

every single day and whom we sometimes don’t 

appreciate as much as we should? 

 

Furthermore, beginning this year on Corpus Christi, 

the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(USCCB) will kick off a three-year “Eucharistic 

Revival” initiative with the gospel theme above to 

rekindle our living relationship and belief in the 

Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the most Holy 

Eucharist. In a very special way this year, in 

solidarity with USCCB and the Eucharistic Revival 

initiative I invite all of you to participate in the 

following devotional activities offered at our parish: 

Right after today’s 10 AM Mass, we will have a 

Eucharistic Adoration hour until 12 Noon.  

Every first Friday of the month, we will have the 

Eucharistic exposition after morning Mass from 

9:30 AM to 12:00 Noon – including confession, 

Divine Mercy Chaplet, and Benediction. We will 

need volunteers to spend some time with Our Lord 

during this adoration period. A sign-up sheet will be 

placed on the counter for your scheduling 

convenience. 
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Every Wednesday Evening from 5- 6 PM, is a 

Eucharistic Adoration hour with divine office – 

evening prayer and Benediction.  

Everyone is welcome!  Let us together adore the 

Lord in the Eucharist.  

       

   Your brother Priest, 

   Rev. Luyen Dau, C.Ss.R. 

 

     
  

ST. MARY CHURCH WEEKLY EVENTS 
 
Saturday, June 18 – Feast of Corpus Christi 
3:00 PM Confessions 
4:00 PM Mass – For the Parish 
  Father’s Day Blessing 

                                                          
Sunday, June 19 – Feast of Corpus Christi 
8:00 AM Mass  – L/D of the Santomieri & 
  Fisher Families  
10:00 AM Mass  – Earl Bixel & Jan Schulte 
  Father’s Day Blessing                                                                   
 
 
Monday, June 20 
9:00 AM No Mass     
 
Tuesday, June 21 
9:00 AM Mass – Patricia & Oliver Lugibihl 
9:30 AM Coffee & Fellowship 
 
Wednesday, June 22 
9:00 AM Mass – Special Intention 
  OLPH Devotions 
5:00 PM Holy Hour  
 
Thursday, June 23 
12:00 PM Mass – Special Intention 
 
Friday, June 24 
9:00 AM Mass –Patricia & Oliver Lugibihl 
 
Saturday, June 25 – Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
3:00 PM Confessions 
4:00 PM Mass  – For the Parish 
5:00 PM Baptism of Larkin Askins  
  following Mass 

                                                
                       
Sunday, June 26 – Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
8:00 AM Mass- For the Parish 
10:00 AM Mass – Lawrence Hoffman, Lena & 
  Robert Baderstscher, Larry &  
  Imajean Mathewson 

  

                            
                                
At the Masses this weekend, Holy Communion will 

be given in both the Sacred Host and the Precious 

Blood of the Body of Christ.  One of the questions 

was asked: Is it wrong to receive only the host and to 

refuse the offer of the chalice? 

No. Catholicism teaches that Christ is sacramentally 

present under each species; therefore, if a person 

receives only one species, Christ is fully present and 

nothing is lacking. 

When we receive the Sacred Host or the Precious 

Blood, we receive the whole Christ: body, blood, soul 

and divinity. Jesus is not divided up in Holy 

Communion. He is fully present in the smallest 

particle of the host and the smallest drop of the 

precious blood. Thus in receiving the host you also 

are partaking of his blood, as he commands. 

Also, dipping the Sacred Host into the Precious Blood 

is not permitted for two reasons:  a communicant 

should receive the Precious Blood rather than taking 

it (as Jesus said at the Last Supper: take it and drink); 

secondly, because there is danger of dripping some 

drops of the Precious Blood.  

For those who bring Holy Communion to the sick or 

homebound, please give your pyx before Mass to the 

sacristan or to Fr. Dau/ Deacon Marcum informing 

how many Hosts you need. They will put the number 

of Hosts requested in your pyx at Communion time.  

Immediately after Communion, Fr. Dau will invite 

those who are going to bring Communion to the sick 

and homebound to come forward to receive their 

pyxes. A blessing of sending forth by Fr. Dau and the 

parish community will be done at this time. This 

means these Eucharistic ministers will represent the 

faith community of St. Mary to bring Jesus to the sick 

and homebound. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER!! 
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Assignments for June 18 and June 19, 2022 
Money Counters – Tonya Meyer, Courtney Gerten 

 
Saturday, June 18, 4:00 p.m. Mass 
Ushers:  Volunteer 
Lectors:  Ashley Davis, Jim Kinn 
E/M:   Ashley Davis, Jennifer  
   Swartzlander, Tricia   
   Herrmann 
Servers:  Davis’ 
 
Sunday, June 19, 8:00 a.m. Mass 
Ushers:  Volunteer 
Lector:  Caitlyn Couch 
E/M:   Jerry Wehri, Amy Marcum 
Servers:  Greta Myers 
 
Sunday, June 19, 10:00 a.m. Mass 
Ushers:  Greg & Gabe Denecker 
Lectors:  Kristin Rodabaugh, Chris  
   Denecker 
E/M:   Deacon Mike, Noralu Kahle, 
   Michelle Risner 
Servers:  Hohenbrinks 
************************************************** 
Assignments for June 25 and June 26, 2022 

Money Counters:  Nick Recker & Janet Begg 
 

Saturday, June 25, 4:00 p.m. Mass 
Ushers:  Jeanne & Jerry Wehri 
Lector:  Jenny Roby 
E/M:   Edna Conkling, Hank 
   Schroeder, Jennifer Tschuor 
Servers:  Ethan Hoffman, Ethan Smith 
 
Sunday, June 26, 8:00 a.m. Mass 
Ushers:  Volunteer 
Lector:  Amy Myers 
E/M:   Michael Klima, June Miller 
Servers:  Honse’s 
 
Sunday, June 26, 10:00 a.m. Mass 
Ushers:  Mike & Rhonda Maag 
Lector:  Lisa Welch & Anna 
   Schroeder 
E/M:   Jenna Kimmel, Deacon Mike, 
   Wes Lovett 
Servers:  Ronald Kaufman, Hunter 
   Beasley, Parker Kimmel 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

 

Adults:           $2,515.00         Loose:     $    289.00 

Children:       $     14.50         Total:       $2,818.50 

43 envelopes returned = 30% 

   
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

   

         

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!!! 

Readings for June 24 & 25, 2022 

 Readings will be Special Readings  

Feast of Our Mother of Perpetual Help 

June 27, 2022 

REGISTRATION 

 

If you are not currently registered as a 

member of St. Mary Church, we urge you to 

stop in the office any Tuesday thru Friday 

from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to complete the 

registration form.  

 

 

St. Mary Parish wishes all Fathers, Step-

Fathers, Grandfathers, Uncles, Foster-Fathers, 

God-Fathers, and any man that has an active 

role in providing spiritual, physical and 

psychological needs to any child under their 

care, a very Blessed and Happy Father’s Day. 

God, our Father, through the intercession of St. 

Joseph, the foster father of your Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ, we give you thanks and praise for all 

fathers in the world. 

We pray for them so they may find courage and 

perseverance to balance work, family and faith in 

joy and sacrifice. 

We remember fathers and grandfathers that are no 

longer with us but who live forever in our memory 

and with You and nourish us with their love. 
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O most holy heart of Jesus, fountain of 

every blessing, I adore you, I love you 

and with lively sorrow for my sins, I 

offer you this poor heart of mine. 
 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

FIRST FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH 

9:30 A.M. – 12:00 NOON 

 • ADORATION 

•CONFESSION 

• DIVINE MERCY 

• BENEDICTION 

 

In anticipation of the start of the National 

Eucharistic Revival, we will be having Eucharistic 

Adoration the first Friday of each month following 

the 9:00 a.m. Mass beginning in July. We will 

need volunteers to spend some time with Our Lord 

during this adoration period.   A sign-up sheet will 

be placed in the Narthex for your scheduling 

convenience.   

 

 

ATTENTION 

EUCHARISTIC 

MINISTERS 
 

Mercy Health St. Rita is seeking volunteers 

interested in serving as Extraordinary Ministers 

of Holy Communion.  If interested, please contact 

the Spiritual Care Department at St. Rita at:  

Janice Burns-Watson at 419-226-9481 or jburns-

watson@mercy.com.  We look forward to 

hearing from those who feel called to this very 

special ministry. 

 

SCHEDULES 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 

and Money Counters 

 

The new schedules (along with contact information) 

for the Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist and 

the Money Counters are in the Narthex of the 

Church.  Please pick up your copy as soon as 

possible.  We kindly request that if you are unable to 

serve on the scheduled date to please find a 

substitute.   Thank you for your service to St. Mary 

Parish.   

 

 

SOUND SYSTEM 

 

We are experiencing some 

problems with the sound system in 

the front part of the church.  Please 

be aware we are working on getting 

this up and running as soon as 

possible.   

      COMMISSIONING OF  

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

             June 25 & 26 

 

In connection with celebrating  

the Feast of Corpus Christi this weekend, we will be 

commissioning our Eucharistic Ministers at all three 

Masses.  May God bless you as you serve in this 

sacred ministry. 

   

 

JUNE 25, 2022 

 

THE FEAST OF THE 

SACRED HEART 

OF JESUS 

 

mailto:jburns-watson@mercy.com
mailto:jburns-watson@mercy.com
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OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
  

Next weekend, June 25 & 26 we will be celebrating the Feast of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.  This icon  

has played a monumental role in the history of our Redemptorists priests; and Mary, under the title of  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, is highly revered for the blessings she has brought to them.  Our liturgy 

next weekend will be the Mass of Our Lady of Perpetual Help rather than the liturgy found in the  

Missals.  The following is some information on the history of this famous icon:                                         

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help is a Roman Catholic title of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

that is associated with a 15
th

 century Byzantine icon which, according to tradition, 

was painted by Saint Lazarus Zographos and dates back to sometime between the 

late 1300’s and the early 1400’s.   

 

The Greek influence can be seen in the long, slender nose, thin lips and arched 

eyebrows of Mary.  The rounding of her face and veil indicates holiness.  She is 

wearing a dark red dress which is the color of an Empress or Queen.  The icon 

shows her looking at the faithful while her fingers are pointed toward her Son,  

Jesus, who appears terrified by the instruments of crucifixion being held by the 

angels on each side of the Virgin Mary’s head.  His falling sandal shows His 

haste at running towards His mother.  On the left side of the icon is St. Michael 

the Archangel carrying the lance and sponge used at the Crucifixion.  On the 

right side of the icon is St. Gabriel the Archangel carrying a three-bar cross and 

nails.  The Virgin Mary has a star just under the crown on her forehead.  This signifies her role as Star of  

the Seas.  The Greek inscriptions shown on the icon represent the words, “Mother of God,” “Michael the  

Archangel,” Gabriel the Archangel,” and “Jesus Christ,” respectively. 

 

In 1415 the icon was believed to have been stolen from a monastery in Crete by a merchant sailing to Rome. 

The earliest written knowledge of the icon after its abduction was a Latin and Italian plaque that was placed in  

the church of San Matteo in Via Merulana and was first venerated in 1499.  Until that time it remained in the  

possession of a Roman merchant and his family.  It remained in the church of San Matteo for 300 years. 

 

When war broke out in Rome in 1798 the icon was moved to the Church of St. Mary in Posterula near the 

bridge that crosses the Tiber River.  Part of the history states the daughter of the merchant received a visit from  

the Virgin Mary in a dream where the Virgin Mary told her the picture of Holy Mary of Perpetual Help should  

be placed in the Church of St.Matthew the Apostle which was located between the basilicas of St. Mary Major  

and St. John Lateran. 

 

In 1865, Pope Pius IX granted the possession of the icon to the Redemptorists.  Tradition holds that he declared  

in 1866 that the Redemptorists make the icon known to the world. Due to that edict, several copies of the icon  

were made and sent to Redemptorist parishes around the world, including St. Mary in Annapolis, Maryland.   

 

Traditionally, every Wednesday, many Redemptorist congregations hold services where they publicly recite the  

rosary and the associated novena along with Benediction. 

 

The original icon continues to remain under the care of the Redemptorist fathers at the Church of St. Alphonsus  

(formerly the Church of St. Matthew) between the basilicas of St. Mary Major and St. John Lateran in Rome. 
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Watch your mailbox for the latest issue of the Diocese of Toledo magazine, 

Graceful Living!   In each issue, you’ll find unique stories of the people and 

places in our 19 county diocese.  It is mailed to 42,000 homes in Northwest Ohio 

twice per year.  You can read the online edition or sign up to receive future 

issues at toledodiocese.org/Graceful Living 
 

 


