
                           
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                  October 2, 2022 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD’S DAY MASS SCHEDULE: Saturday at 4:00 p.m. 
     Sunday at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 
WEEKDAY MASSES:     Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday at 9:00 a.m. 
     Thursday at 12:00 Noon 
     1st Wednesday – Family Mass at 6:30 p.m. 
     (during school year) 
     1st Friday – Eucharistic Adoration following Mass     
 
CONFESSIONS:   Friday:  11:00 a.m. – Noon 
     Saturday:  3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m. 
     Sunday:  7:15 a.m. – 7:50 a.m. 
     Any other time by appointment 
 
OFFICE HOURS:   Monday – Closed    
     Tuesday – Friday 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INFANT BAPTISMS:  Please call the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Six months notice and marriage preparation classes required. Please call the Pastor  
for arrangements. 

SACRAMENT OF ANNOINTING OF THE SICK:  Please inform us of your needs. 

SICK OR HOMEBOUND:  Please notify the Parish Office.   

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:  New parishioners, welcome to the Parish.  Please register as soon as possible at the office.  
If moving, please notify us.  
 
BLUFFTON UNIVERSITY STUDENTS:  Welcome to St. Mary!!  Fr. Dau is your Campus Minister.       
                                      
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS:  Welcome to St. Mary!!  Fr. Dau is your Campus Minister.

St. Mary  
Catholic Church 

 
 

160 North Spring Street 
Bluffton, Ohio 45817 

 
PH:  419-358-8631 
Fax:  419-358-0647 

 

VISION 
STATEMENT 

St. Mary Parish is a 
home for our living a 
sacramental life, for 
following Jesus in our 
service and daily life, 
and in supporting one 
another on the 
journey. 

Welcome to St. Mary Catholic Church.  We are a community who comes together to glorify God both within and 
outside our church walls through worship, education and outreach. You are invited to come in and pause in prayer 
in the midst of your busy life and its many worries.   As you attend Mass, our prayer is that you will feel welcome 
and want to become an active part of our Church family.  Let us all work together to know the heart of Christ, see 
the face of Christ in one another and be the hands of Christ to all those we meet. 
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Fr. Dau’s Message
 

It is already October. October is the month 

dedicated to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary through the 

Holy Rosary prayers. In 1206, The Blessed Virgin Mary 

appeared to St. Dominic after he had been praying and 

doing severe penances because of his lack of success in 

combating the Albigensian heresy. Mary praised him for 

his valiant fight against the heretics and then gave him 

the Rosary as a mighty weapon, explained its uses and 

efficacy, and told him to preach it to others. 

Then, on October 7, 1571, Pope St. Pius V 

introduced the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary to 

commemorate the miraculous victory of the Christian 

forces in the Battle of Lepanto when the Catholic League 

entered into battle against the Ottoman Empire to protect 

Italy from invasion. Previous to the decisive battle, St. 

Pius V had requested all Western Christians to pray the 

rosary; thus he attributed the victory to the power of the 

Marian prayer rather than the power of ships and 

cannons. 

The month of October was also the month in 

which Mary appeared for the last time to shepherd 

children in Fatima, Portugal in 1917, urging them to "say 

the rosary every day to obtain peace for the world." 

Throughout history, there were many great 

popes, saints, and Christian leaders who have exhorted 

us to pray the rosary. It’s a powerful prayer - one that 

can change our life, strengthen the family, bring peace to 

the world, convert entire nations, and win the salvation 

of souls. 

I encourage each of you and your family to 

spend some time each day to pray the rosary.  Do it 

when you are driving a car, before going to bed, or while 

jogging outside.  There are rosaries available with the 

prayer cards showing how to pray the rosary on the table 

in the hallway from the Church. Please take one and start 

to pray the rosary with your family.  

In today’s first reading we heard prophet 

Habakkuk cry out in anguish to God, demanding 

answers for the misery, devastation, and violence that 

surround him: “How Long?” “Why?” “When?” God, of 

course, responds in his typically enigmatic way: “Wait 

for it.” “It will not disappoint.” “Have faith.” We all 

know that God’s answer is the right answer, but how 

many of us like being told to “have faith” when we’re 

diagnosed with a serious illness, after losing our jobs, or 

when we’re crushed under the weight of family and 

work responsibilities? We hear it so often that the call to 

be faithful becomes an annoying din. 

Recently the news of the actor Shia LaBeouf 

who has converted to Catholicism after studying for his 

lead role in the upcoming Padre Pio movie has shocked 

many people. When the actor started preparing for the 

role as the famous mystic and stigmatist, he reported 

being in a very dark place due to a number of personal 

scandals and accusations.  He said, “I had a gun on the 

table. I was outta here. I didn’t want to be alive anymore 

when all this happened. Shame like I had never 

experienced before — the kind of shame that you forget 

how to breathe. You don’t know where to go. You can’t 

go outside and get like, a taco. But I was also in this 

deep desire to hold on.”   

His decision to take the role of Padre Pio was 

essentially for his career, and not for his faith. Yet, the 

actor seemed to be looking for some sort of guidance to 

help him through his personal trials and tribulations. 

Although while growing up, LaBeouf was influenced by 

his mother’s Jewish faith and his father’s Christian faith, 

the actor had moments in his life where he didn’t believe 

in God. However, it seems that God had plans for him 

by giving his career a certain nudge in a very positive 

direction. 

In an interview with Bishop Barron, LaBeouf  

pointed out: “I know now that God was using my ego to 

draw me to Him. Drawing me away from worldly 

desires. It was all happening simultaneously…”  The 

actor also explained how he felt that God had been a 

little “tricky” in his approach to drawing him closer to 

Him.  He explained, “When I got here, a switch 

happened… it was like someone tricked me into it. It felt 

like not in a bad way. In a way that I couldn’t see it. I 

was so close to it that t couldn’t see it. I see it differently 

now that time has passed…”  

Indeed, it isn’t easy to appreciate faith as a gift 

from God when life throws us to the mat, but it’s 

especially in these times, when we’re down for the 

count, that we need faith the most. “Without God, we 

are completely and hopelessly handed over to worldly 

fate, chance, and the impulses of history.” (Walter 

Kasper, Mercy: The Essence of the Gospel and the 

Key to Christian Life. New York: Paulist Press, 2014, 

Page 4). That’s terrifying, and that’s not how God wants 

us to live. Living by faith, on the other hand, teaches us 

to trust and to believe that God is eternally faithful — 

that he keeps his promises. Faith gives us the calm 

assurance that God has a plan for us that’s greater than 

anything we can imagine. It gives us both the strength to 

endure the hardships of this life and the courage and 

perseverance to overcome them. Faith “is the knowledge 

not only that life is worth living but also that it is made 

to be worth living.”(Charles Hefling, Why Doctrines, 

2nd ed. Chestnut Hill: Lonergan Institute, 2000. Page. 

20) 
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Pastor:  Fr. Luyen Dau, C.Ss.R.  ldau2006@gmail.com 

Deacon:  Rev. Mr. Michael Marcum mmarcum1@yahoo.com 

Coordinators of Religious Formation & Preschool: Katie Hohenbrink katiehohenbrink@hotmail.com  

Amanda Stechschulte amandas3701@icloud.com 

High School/College Coordinator: Jennifer Lovett jenlovett@roadrunner.com 

Bookkeeper:  Carol Schroeder schroede@embarqmail.com 

Administrative Assistant:  Marilyn Hinegardner – mkhinegardner@gmail.com 

Sick and Homebound Ministers:  Basil Meyer at 419-358-0631  Deb Buck at 419-348-7266 

Head of Finance Committee:  Jim Yarger  gjyarger@icloud.com 

Parish Council President:  Anna Schroeder  ALSchroeder221@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Sunday, October 2 – 27
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m. Mass for Intention of Parishioners 

9:15 a.m. Religious Education Program 

10:0 a.m. Mass for Intention of Parishioners 

11:30 a.m. Baptism of Elliot Schulte 

  God Squad 

4:00 p.m. Blessing of the Animals 

 

Monday, October 3  

  No Mass 

 

Tuesday, October 4 – Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 

9:00 a.m. Mass 

 

Wednesday, October 5  

9:00 a.m. Mass 

  OLPH Devotions 

6:00 p.m. Holy Hour 

6:30 p.m. Family Faith Mass 

 

Thursday, October 6 – Feast of St. Bruno 

12:00 Noon Mass 

 

Friday, October 7 – Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary 

9:00 a.m. Mass (FIRST FRIDAY) 

9:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration  

11:30 a.m. Divine Mercy & Benediction 

 

Saturday, October 8 – 28
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

3:00 p.m. Confessions 

4:00 p.m. Mass for Chris & Jerry 

 

Sunday, October 9 – 28
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m. Mass for the Intentions of Parishioners 

9:15 a.m. Religious Education Program 

  RCIA 

10:30 a.m. Mass for Ruth Ebbeskotte 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION 

 

K-8 Weekly 
October 2, 2022 following 8:00 AM Mass 

 from 9:15 AM – 10:15 AM 

 

*************************************** 

 

God 1st & 3rd Sunday of month  

Squad October 2, 2022 following 10:30 A.M. 

Mass from 11:30 AM – 1:30 PM 

  

***************************************** 

 

Family 1st & 3rd Wednesday of month  

Faith October 5, 2022 from 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM 

Night  

Readings for October 8 & 9, 2022 

 

28
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1
st
 Reading:  2 Kings 5:14-17 

2
nd

 Reading:  2 Timothy 2:8-13 

Gospel:  Luke 17:11-19 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

September 25, 2022 

 

 Adults:  $2,015.00  

 Children: $       8.92 

 Loose:  $1,115.00 

 TOTAL: $3,138.92 

 

On-Line:  9/1- 9/27 $4,137.80 

 

50 Envelopes Returned = 32% 

Thank you for your generosity!! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sunday, October 2nd – Blessing of the Animals at 4:00 

PM 

Tuesday, October 4th –Parish Council at 6:30 P M 

Wednesday, October 5th – Ohio March for Life at State 

Capitol at 10:00 a.m. 

Thursday, October 6th – Fr. Dau’s Catholicism Class at  

6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, October 6th – Community Supper–5:00  p.m. 

Thursday, October 6th – Red Cross Blood Drive 11:00 

a.m. 

Friday, October 7th – Diocesan Feast Day at Holy 

Rosary Cathedral in Toledo at 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, October 9th – Diocesan Marriage Anniversary 

Mass at Holy Rosary Cathedral, Toledo, at 3:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 11 – Finance Committee at 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 11th – Innocence Tour at St. Charles 

Church in Lima – time TBD 

Thursday, October 13 – Fr. Dau’s Catholicism Class at 

6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, October 13th – MHCO Gala & Fund Raising 

Dinner & Auction for Benevolent Care at the Center at 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 
    

          OCTOBER  
         SCHEDULE 

 
 
 

October 9, 2022  

9:15 a.m. Welcome to RCIA & What is Faith 

 

October 16, 2022 

9:15 a.m. The Holy Trinity & Who is Jesus 

Christ 

 

October 23, 2022 

9:15 a.m. The Bible & Divine Revelation 

 

October 30, 2022 

9:15 a.m. Your Prayer Life & Catholic  

 Prayers and Practices 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The last two classes on Catholicism led by Fr. 

Dau will be held on Thursday, October 6
 
and 13.  

The final classes will be on the topics of death, 

judgment, resurrection, heaven, hell and on the 

Blessed Virgin Mary.  We would love to have you 

join us for these final classes even if you haven’t 

attended the first five classes.   
 

 

DO YOU HAVE 

QUESTIONS ABOUT 

THE CATHOLIC 

FAITH? 

    In an effort to curtail the 

   costs of our offering 

   envelopes, we will no  

   longer be furnishing 

   envelopes for those who  

   donate on-line.  However, 

if you are an on-line donor and desire to continue 

receiving envelopes, please contact the Church 

office at 419-358-8631 or via e-mail at 

mkhinegardner@gmail.com no later than 

Wednesday, October 5
th

.  Thank you to those who 

have contacted us thus far.   

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

 

October 8 & 9, 2022 
 

Money Counters:  Courtney Green & Jim Yarger 

 

Saturday, October 8, 2022 

Ushers: Dave & Shirley Siefker 

Lector:  Amy Tabler 

E/M:  Jennifer Tschuor, Diana Bucher, 

  Edna Conkling 

Servers: Gertens 

 

Sunday, October 9, 2022 

Ushers: Chuck Niese, Todd Phillips 

Lector:  Amy Myers 

E/M:  John Schulte, Volunteer 

Servers: Will Schulte, Speicher’s 

 

Sunday, October 9, 2022 

Ushers: Jerry & Jeanne Wehri 

Lector:  Volunteer 

E/M:  Rachel Rader, Kevin Vance, Michelle 

  Risner 

Servers: Stechschulte’s, Keanna Vogel 

mailto:mkhinegardner@gmail.com
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 OCTOBER IS THE MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY 

 

 

 

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2022 

4:00 P.M. 
 

In honor of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron 

saint of all animals, you are invited to bring 

your special pet(s) to St. Mary Church parking 

lot on Sunday, October 2, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. 

for our annual Blessing of the Animals.  Make 

sure you have them on a leash or in a proper 

carrying device to avoid any differences of 

opinion they may have as they meet each other.  

Also, remember to bring along anything you 

may need in case your pet decides to leave a 

“gift” in the parking lot.  Thank you for your 

cooperation.  We look forward to seeing you 

and your family pets at the blessing.   
 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Thursday, October 6, 2022 

11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 
The American Red Cross will be at St. 

Mary Catholic Church on Thursday, 

October 6th for their 

 blood drive.  If you have a  

few hours you can spare to assist the Red Cross staff 

in registration, taking temperatures (if needed), 

handing out masks, etc., it would be greatly 

appreciated.   Cookies are also needed for this day.  If 

you can help in any way, please sign the sheet 

provided in the Narthex of the Church.   

    

 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPER 
 Thursday, October 6, 2022 

               5:00 P.M. 

 

St. Mary Church will be hosting the Community 

Supper on Thursday, October 6
th

 at the Bluffton 

Senior Citizen Center.  We would greatly 

appreciate any help or food you could donate for 

this event.    There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex 

of the church for your convenience in listing your 

donations.   

 

     
            EUCHARISTIC 

     ADORATION 

      FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7
TH

 

       9:30 A.M. – 12:00 NOON 

 

 

9:30 a.m. – 12:00 Noon      Eucharistic Adoration 

 

11:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.     Confessions 

 

11:30 a.m. – 12:00 Noon   Divine Mercy Prayers and 

        Benediction 

 

Many graces come to you when you spend some time 

with Jesus in the Eucharist during these hours.  A sign-

up sheet is available in the Narthex of the Church for 

you to list the time(s) you are available.    

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LET US WELCOME OUR NEWLY BAPTIZED! 
It is a joy and privilege to welcome our newest sons 

into the worldwide body of Christ.  Let us pray for 

these children who were sealed with the Holy Spirit 

and are marked as Christ’s own forever. 

 

ELLIOT MIRO ROGERS 
son of Christopher and Analyn Rogers 

October 1, 2022 

 
ELLIOT ALAN SCHULTE 

son of Brice and Samantha Schulte 

October 2, 2022 

 
 
 



                           
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                  October 2, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to those who correctly answered last 

week’s question, “What is the Jesus Prayer?   

The answer is, “The Jesus Prayer commonly takes the 

form, ‘Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on 

me.’  There are variations of this but all of them are 

brief calls for Jesus’ love and mercy.  According to 

Per-Olof Sjogren in his author’s preface to The Jesus 

Prayer, the Jesus Prayer should be seen as a prayer 

with biblical roots.  It has been used in the form we 

know it since the sixth century.  It was used then in 

the monastery of St. Catherine of Mount Sinai.  From 

there, Gregory of Sinai took the prayer to Mount 

Athos in Macedonia.  There he taught the prayer to 

‘holy men who knew a good deal about prayer’ but 

who were unaware of this prayer.  Those who 

adopted this form of prayer began to write about it.  

Their writings were gathered together in the 

eighteenth century and published in a collection titled 

the Philokalia.  The prayer seems to have been 

discovered by the Western Christians within the last 

fifty to sixty years.  The prayer is noted for its 

simplicity and is meant to foster a consciousness of 

Christ as we go about our daily work.”   
Catholic Questions, Wise Answers, by Michael J. Daley 

 

This week’s question is about Church History. 

Question:  When did the Christian church 

officially begin to be called the Catholic Church? 

What do YOU think?  Look for the answer in next 

week’s bulletin.  Be the first to get your answer to Fr. 

Dau. 

BUS PILGRIMAGE TO THE SHRINE OF 

THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT 

 ALABAMA 

 

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center, Fremont, 

Ohio, will be hosting an informational meeting on 

Thursday, October 13, at 7:00 p.m. for anyone 

interested in attending a bus pilgrimage to the Shrine 

of the Most Blessed Sacrament (Alabama) and the 

Ark Encounter (Kentucky) to take place March 9-12, 

2023.  If you are interested in learning more about 

this trip, but are unable to attend the informational 

meeting, please contact Sue Barbour at 

suebarbour@pinesretreat.org.  Light refreshments 

will be provided during the meeting.  The address 

for Pines Retreat Center  is 1250 Tiffin Street, 

Fremont, Ohio.  Phone:  419-332-6522 ext. 100. 

       

  
 

 

The next World Youth Day will be held in Lisbon, 

Portugal in August of 2023.  It isn’t too early to 

be thinking about your interest in this faith-

filled experience.  The Redemptorist Community 

is in the process of establishing committees to 

arrange lodging for our youth at Redemptorist 

parishes in Lisbon during their time at this 

event.  Fr. Dau is very interested in getting a 

group of our St. Mary Church youth to commit to 

attending this wonderful opportunity.   If you are 

interested, please contact Fr. Dau. 

 

 

 

mailto:suebarbour@pinesretreat.org
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