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SAINT CLARE OF ASSISI PARISH 
 

LOVE GOD, SERVE GOD: EVERYTHING IS IN THAT. 



Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

What does it take to have a meaningful life? There have been times in my life when I have felt meaningless. There is no 

more lost feeling than to feel meaningless. Now in saying this, I'm not really talking about how other people view our 

lives. I have said before that this is not really any of our business, often we think about what other people think about 

us in ways that are self absorbed. I am not talking about when we have a pity party for ourselves because we don't 

think people are giving us the credit we deserve. There is no good in that. It is a waste of time. But what I am talking 

about is how we think about our own lives. Are they meaningful? I could tell you that they are to the Lord, and it is im-

portant to know that, but sometimes even this doesn't help us out of that lost feeling. Is there a way to have meaning 

in our lives? To me, the readings this week speak to that question. 
 

In the First Reading and the Gospel, the role of the Messiah is explained. He will not be the expected messiah. He will 

not be one who wins earthly victories and vanquishes earthly oppressors. The Messiah will be much more. The Messiah 

will be the Suffering Servant, foretold in the First Reading, who takes on our sin and suffering, takes on our death, and 

wins an eternal victory far greater than what was expected. He will win it  by suffering. He will win it with the Cross. 
 

When Jesus explains this plan to Peter and the Apostles, Peter objects. This isn't what is supposed to happen, Peter 

explains. People won't understand. It will be too hard. We won't let you suffer.  Jesus responds by telling Peter to get 

behind him. This is more important than the name Jesus calls Peter. He tells Peter that Peter has a job to do in this pre-

sent moment and it is not to stand in His way, but rather to get behind Him and follow Him. Do your job Peter, Jesus 

seems to be saying, not anyone else's. 
 

One of my favorite Catholic writers is a woman 

named Catherine Doherty. She was an amazing 

woman who died in 1985 and may be a saint 

some day. She wrote many beautiful things, but 

to me, one of the most powerful of her teachings 

is called the "Duty of the Moment".  Catherine 

Doherty explains: 

    

"The duty of the moment is what you should be doing at any given time, in whatever place God has put you...If you have 

a child, your duty of the moment may be to change a dirty diaper. So you do it. But you don't just change that diaper, 

you change it to the best of your ability, with great love for both God and that child." 
 

When St. James talks about faith and works in the Second Reading, he is speaking of the Duty of the Moment. We can 

proclaim our faith from the roof tops, but if we don't live it, work it in our daily lives, then how real is what we are pro-

claiming? If we ignore the Duty of the Moment, our faith is empty. It is meaningless. 
 

The Duty of the Moment is the key to meaningful living. It is not about what others think of you. It is about being aware 

that God has placed us where we are and that in each moment we have a duty, that, if done with unselfish love for God 

and others, is the height of holiness and meaning. We don't need to search for great things. We need to be aware of 

what God has placed in front of us and do these things, great or mundane, large or small, with great love. 
 

This week, be where your feet are. Open your eyes to the Duty of the Moment in front of you. Each time you stop and 

look you will find it. Do your duty with great love for God and others and do it to the best of your ability.  

Have a meaningful week. 

 

Peace and Love, 
 

Fr. Matt  



Saturday 
September 11 

 
Patriot Day 

4:00 PM St. Wendelin Louise Brauchle Donna 

5:30 PM Mater 
Dolorosa Pat Liberto Lori & Doug Dawson 

Sunday, 
September 12 

 
 

24th  Sunday 
 in Ordinary Time 

 
Grandparents' Day 

7:00 AM St. Wendelin Bob Forster                                           Becky 

8:15 AM Mater 
Dolorosa Tyler Barger Brian & Karen Callihan 

9:30 AM St. Joseph Mary Louise O’Donnell Anna McGill & Family 

10:30AM St. Wendelin Robert Weiland Doris Weiland 

Monday, September 13 
St. John Chrysostom, Bishop 

& Doctor of the Church 
9:00 AM 

Mater 
Dolorosa 

Patrick E. Neff Wife, Jean Neff 

Tuesday, September 14 
The Exaltation of  

the Holy Cross 
8:00 AM St. Wendelin William Graham Jim, Sue & Jimmy Graham 

Wednesday,  
September 15 

 
Our Lady of Sorrows 

10:00 AM St. Wendelin         Paul Miller John Lorenz 

7:00 PM 
 

Mater 
Dolorosa Chipper Hile The Ron Huff Family 

Thursday, September 16 
Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and 
Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs 

8:00 AM St. Wendelin Francis “Gabby” Weiland Carol Tomasovic 

Friday, September 17 
St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop 

& Doctor of the Church 

 
12:00 PM 

 
St. Joseph Tom Sherwin Anna Marie Sherwin 

Saturday 
September 18 

 
 

4:00 PM St. Wendelin Bill Wesley Bev 

5:30 PM Mater 
Dolorosa Gertrude Flick Jim & Lynn Bayer 

Sunday, 
September 19 

 
 

 25th Sunday 
 in Ordinary Time 

 
Catechetical Sunday 

 

7:00 AM St. Wendelin         For the Parishioners of  Saint Clare of Assisi 

8:15 AM Mater 
Dolorosa Esther Berteotti Family 

9:30 AM St. Joseph Viola Mae Boltz Alberta & Kelly Dunn 

10:30 AM St. Wendelin Francis Fritz Neff Your Family 

                      Date               Time              Location          Intention                              Offered By 



Week of September 12, 2021 
 

Sunday: Is 50:5-9a/Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 

8-9 [9]/Jas 2:14-18/Mk 8:27-35 

Monday: 1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 

10, 17 [1Cor 11:26b]/Lk 7:1-10 

Tuesday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-

35, 36-37, 38 [cf. 7b]/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 

3:13-17 

Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 

3-4, 5-6 [2]/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 

Thursday: 1 Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9, 

10 [2]/Lk 7:36-50 

Friday: 1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 

17-18, 19-20/Lk 8:1-3 

Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 

4, 5 [2]/Lk 8:4-15 

Next Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-

4, 5, 6-8 [6b]/Jas 3:16—4:3/Mk 9:30-37 

Wednesdays

Saturdays

 

Golden Wedding Anniversary  
Each year the diocese recognizes the crowning achievement of 
those couples celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary with a 
Mass presided by Bishop Zubik at St. Paul Cathedral, followed by a 
cookie reception.  The Golden Anniversary Mass for all couples 
celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary in 2021 will be held on 
October 10, 2021 at 2:30 pm. To RSVP, submit the following infor-
mation to your parish office: 
Husband name, Wife name, Couple’s mailing address & phone 
The deadline to RSVP is September 20.  Participants will receive a 
personal invitation with instructions after the parish submits the 
names of those who will attend.  If COVID restrictions arise prior to 
the event, couples will be notified. 

Special Collection to aid Haiti - September 18 & 19  
Bishop Zubik, along with Archbishop Jose H. Gomez, President of 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, has asked every 
parish to take up a special collection to support the efforts of the 
Bishops Disaster Fund in aiding Haiti recover from recent natural 
disasters. Thank you for your consideration as we seek to assist 
our brothers and sisters in need. 

RCIA SESSIONS BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER    RCIA (Rite of Christian Ini-

tiation of Adults) Sessions will begin on Thursday, September 23, 

at 7:00 pm at the St. Wendelin Rectory.  The sessions are for 

anyone who wants to know more about the Catholic Faith.  All 

who are not baptized, baptized into another faith denomination, 

or baptized Catholic but have not received the Sacraments of 

Eucharist or Confirmation are invited to attend. If you are inter-

ested or know someone who may be interested, please invite 

them to attend!  Contact Cathy Rodgers toregister or any ques-

tions at Cathyrodgers77@gmail.com or call 724-388-5207.   

Divorced Catholics or anyone interested in learning about the annulment 
process are welcome to attend a free workshop with Jay Conzemius, JCL, 
Tribunal Director and Judge. Jay will speak about the theology of mar-
riage, ministry of the tribunal, marriage annulment types, and why, when 
and how to start the annulment process. Presentations are from 7 – 8 pm 
on the following dates and locations: 
 Tues., 9/14: St. Louise de Marillac Church, Upper St. Clair 
 Thurs., 9/16: Sacred Heart Church, Shadyside (Auditorium) 
 Tues., 9/21: Good Samaritan Parish, Ambridge (Jericho Hall) 
Participants can ask questions and/or start the process. If you do plan to 
attend please email AnnulmentsIntake@diopitt.org . 

Planning to Marry? A marriage preparation program is held twice 
a year in Butler. The next marriage preparation retreat will be held 
on two consecutive Saturdays, October 30 & November 6, 2021 at 
St. Michael hall in Butler. You must attend both Saturday ses-
sions.  The program will be held again in the Spring of 2022. The 
registration forms for both are available on our parish website. For 
more information or to register, contact Cheryl Weiland at 724-
991-2639 or cweiland@zoominternet.net. 

mailto:Cathyrodgers77@gmail.com
mailto:AnnulmentsIntake@diopitt.org
mailto:cweiland@zoominternet.net


Offertory at Mass ......................  .............. $6,432.00 

Offertory ONLINE .............................  ................. $1,171.00 

TOTAL Offertory ...........................  ................ $7,603.00 

Weekly Goal ................................  .............. $14,130.00 

Fiscal Year Goal ...........................  ............ $735,000.00 

Total Toward Fiscal Year Goal …………………..$69,347.00 
Maintenance Fund  ......................  ................... $412.00 

Maintenance Fund ONLINE ..........  ..................... $25.00 

School Support ............................  ................... $157.00 

School Support ONLINE ...............  ..................... $10.00 

Parish Share (PSP) .......................  ................ $1,245.00 

Parish Share ONLINE ....................  ..................... $35.00 

TOTAL Parish Share ....................  .............. $1,280.00 

2021 Parish Share Goal ................  .............. $80,599.00 

2021 Total PSP Received ..............  .............. $50,833.24 

Bishop’s Education Fund ..............  ..................... $60.00 
 

Thank you for your support  
of Parish Ministries! 

Saint Clare of Assisi Parish 
St. Joseph 

864 Chicora Rd., Chicora, PA 16025 
Mater Dolorosa 

409 North Main St., Chicora, PA 16025 
St. Wendelin 

                          210 St. Wendelin Rd., Butler, PA 16002 
 

Offices for ALL Clergy and Staff are located at :  

Saint Clare Parish Administrative Center  
864 Chicora Road, Chicora, PA 16025 

724-445-3713        Fax: 724-607-1183  

Office Hours: Monday-Friday- 9am-Noon 

PARISH WEBSITE: 

www.saintclareparish.com 

Scan the QR code on your  

device to go directly to the website! 

Saint Clare of Assisi Clergy and Staff 
 

Father Matt McClain, Pastor 
                                  mmcclain@diopitt.org 
Father Ward Stakem, Senior Parochial Vicar 
                                   frward@saintfrancisparish.net 
  

Father Lou Pascazi, Senior Parochial Vicar  
                                  frlou@saintclareparish.com 
 

Father Jim Kurtz, Senior Parochial Vicar  
                                   frjim@saintfrancisparish.net 
 

Barb Boltz, Parish Administrative Assistant & Facilities Scheduler 
                                  barb@saintclareparish.com 
 

Martha Birch, Parish Accountant 
                                  martha@saintclareparish.com 
 

Nicole Karenbauer, Parish Administrative Assistant,  School  
 Accountant, Safe Environment Coordinator 
                                  nicole@saintclareparish.com 
 

Sue Fraley, Director of Evangelization,  
                     Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
                                  sue@saintclareparish.com 
 

Vince Ritzert, Director of Music 
                                  musicdirector@saintclareparish.com 
 

Vince Houpt, Music Minister/SJP   
                                  houpt@saintclareparish.com 
 

Adam Murray, Director of Digital Media 
                                  adam@saintclareparish.com 
 

Jenn Stahoviak, Bulletin & Website Editor          
                                  communications@saintclareparish.com 
 

Audra Brown, Director of Religious Education 
                                  dre@saintclareparish.com 
 

JoLynn Clouse, St. Wendelin School Principal 
                                  stwend@zoominternet.net 
 

Linda Green & Kit Lanier, Parish Receptionists 
                                  linda@saintclareparish.com 
                                  kit@saintclareparish.com  

Bulletin & Website Information 

Bulletin submission deadline is Tuesdays at 10:00am. 

Contact Jenn at communications@saintclareparish.com 

All Sacrament & Facilities Scheduling 

Contact Barb at 724-445-3713 Ext 4 or  

email barb@saintclareparish.com 

St. Wendelin School 

211 St. Wendelin Rd., Butler, PA 16002 

724-285-4986  email: stwend@zoominternet.net 

Saint Clare Prayer List  

For ALL Prayer List updates, call Fran Parker @ 724-445-7421     

Cemetery Inquiries 

Contact North Regional Office, 2636 Ellwood Road,  

New Castle, PA 16101, 724-323-0033, cpca@cpca-pgh.org 



St. Clare of Assisi Parish presents a teaching and exposition of an extraordinary 

Vatican collection of Sacred Relics. The exposition is directed by the renowned 

expert on Saints and their relics, Father Carlos Martins of the Companions of the 

Cross. Over 150 relics will be present, some as old as 2,000 years.  Among the 

treasures will be relics of the Twelve Apostles, St. Joseph, St. Maria Goretti, St. 

Therese of Lisieux (the “Little Flower”), St. Francis of Assisi, St. Anthony of Padua, 

St. Thomas Aquinas, and St. Faustina Kowalska.  There will also be a portion of the 

Veil of Our Lady and one of the largest remaining pieces of the True Cross in the 

world.  Those in attendance will be able to examine and venerate each 

relic.  Throughout history, many healings have occurred in the presence of relics, 

and many have happened through this ministry.  You are encouraged to bring your 

articles of devotion (such as rosaries, holy cards, etc.) and pictures of ill friends/

family members, which you will be able to touch to the reliquaries as a means of 

intercession. Do not miss this rare opportunity.  All are invited. 

THIS Tuesday!! 

September 14th    

6:30 pm  

at St. Wendelin Church, 

210 St. Wendelin Rd,  

Butler Pa 
 

For more information visit:        

  www.TreasuresOfTheChurch.com  

http://www.treasuresofthechurch.com/


Catholic Identity Program 

Family Link 
This Week’s Virtue:   

UNDERSTANDING 
Understanding is a gift of the Holy 
Spirit that opens our hearts so we 
can be more compassionate and 

loving toward others. 

This week’s St. Wendelin 

School Student of the Week is:  

Raenelle Schoch!   

Raenelle is currently in the third 

grade class at St. Wendelin.  She 

has a great love of school and has 

received many different 

academic awards as well as 

Accelerated Reader 

Certificates!  During school, her 

favorite class is Art because she 

loves to make things and be 

creative.  She also enjoys 

participating in the Outdoor Club 

and Chorus.  Outside of school, 

she loves to play outside and 

spend time with her family! 

When she grows up, Raenelle 

aspires to become a civil 

engineer.  Congratulations to 

Saint Wendelin School Student of 

the Week,  

Raenelle Schoch!     

Calling all Crafters, Bakers and Small Business Vendors!!! The St. Wendelin Par-
ent Teacher Guild is holding a Craft, Baked Goods and Vendor Fair on Sunday, 
November 7, 2021, 11am-4pm at St. Wendelin Hall. There will be food available 
to purchase as well as a basket raffle and 50/50!  If you would like to sell your 
items at the event, please contact Candace at 724-712-9492. 

      St. Wendelin School Open Enrollment for K-8  

      Classes have started, but it’s not too late!         

       Visit us at: www.stwendelinschool.com   
      Call 724-285-4986, Email: stwend@zoominternet.net 

St. Wendelin School will benefit from the new  

St. John Paul II STAR Student Tuition Assistance 

Resource program. New scholarships are availa-

ble now to make Catholic education even more 

affordable for all families.  

 Contact the school to learn more!   

BINGO canceled - Due to latest CDC guidelines for the Covid-19 pandemic, and 

in accordance with the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Saint Wendelin PTG has come to 

the difficult decision to cancel Bingo for September 17th. 

This situation will be reevaluated monthly, and updates will be available as 

soon as possible. We are still hoping to have bingo October 15th and will get 

through this difficult time together. We apologize greatly for this inconven-

ience. Any questions or comments can be directed to Shea Wooldridge (928) 

322-6903. Thank you and God Bless, Saint Wendelin PTG. 

In alignment with the PA Dept. of Health mask mandate for schools, as well as 
with the masking mandate in effect in all Diocese of Pittsburgh schools, partici-
pants in our faith formation and youth ministry programs must wear masks 
for indoor classes and events. This applies to all children and adults, regard-
less of their vaccination status, unless medical or developmental conditions 
preclude their use.  This policy takes effect immediately and remains in effect 
until further notice.  It will be re-evaluated regularly, and is subject to change 
according to changes in transmission levels and directives from health agen-
cies. We appreciate your cooperation. 

     Faith Formation Families, due to very low registration for the 

      Monday evening Faith Formation program, the session has 

       been canceled. The K-5 Sunday session from 9 - 10:15 a.m. 

          will be held at the St. Wendelin School site. Please contact Mrs. 

Brown if you have questions or concerns. Be sure to register prior to our start 

date. We want to provide a safe, healthy environment and utilize the space 

appropriately for each grade. A letter will be sent on September 13th regard-

ing important program details. Classes begin on Sunday, September 19th. 

St. Wendelin School will be holding their annual Con Yeager fundraiser from 

September 7 - September 16.  You may order from your local St. Wendelin 

family, or you can find a digital version of the order form on our PTG website 

(https://sites.google.com/view/stwendelinptg). Checks and order forms can 

be turned in anytime before September 16 at the drop box located at the 

school building.  Thank you for supporting our students.  

http://www.stwendelinschool.com/


St. Clare Parish 2022 Lottery Calendars are now available! 
Calendars can be found in the back of each church. Please 
take as many as you would like to purchase or to sell to 
friends and family. The cost is $20 each and the money 
can be turned in with the completed stub from the calen-
dar when sold. Ticket stubs and payment can be mailed 
or dropped off at the Administrative Office, dropped in 
the collection basket or in the lock boxes located at each 
church. Contact the office with any questions! 

Come out and support our sister parish, St. Francis of 
Assisi, at their Fall Festival on September 12th from 

11am-6pm at St. Joseph in Cabot.  
Come enjoy food, games & raffles! 

Ham or BBQ Chicken Dinner Dine-in or Take-out  
$12/Children $5 

Instant Bingo, Refreshment Stand, Chuck-a-Luck, Bin-
go, Basket Raffle, $1750 Cash Raffle,  

Entertainment and Kid’s Games 

PA MARCH FOR LIFE in  HARRISBURG , MONDAY, SEP-
TEMBER 27th. Butler County bus departing  from St. An-
drew Church at 5:30 am or Holy Sepulcher Church at 6:00 
am (return approximately  7:30-8:00 pm). There is no 
cost for the bus. Rally at 11am and then a March around 
the State Capitol. To make a reservation, please call or 
email: Gretchen Cararie  724 898 2529 or 724 316 1185  
gcararie@zoominternet.net 

Our Lady’s Rosary Makers of Butler invite everyone to 

join their ministry. The next meeting is Tuesday, Septem-

ber 14, 2021 at 6:30pm in the St. Michael Hall, 432 Cen-

ter Ave., Butler. All materials are supplied by the Rosary 

Makers. For more information, contact Barb at 724-287-

2805 or Rosemary at 724-282-8834.   
HOPE AND HEALING ARE POSSIBLE!!! 

For those struggling with addiction or substance abuse, for 
their families and for those who have lost loved ones to the 

disease of addiction and overdose.  We come together in pray-
er! PLEASE JOIN US FOR ROSARY AND SPECIAL INTERCES-
SIONS.TUESDAYS: September 14th, 21st - 2:30 to 3:30pm    

*No gathering on Sept 28 th *   
  ABBA’S HOUSE, 320 W. MAIN ST., SAXONBURG 

****CDC recommends wearing a mask**** 
               Questions: patomaszewski@zoominternet.net 

THEY'RE BACK!  It's been way too long since the Knights 
of Columbus have sponsored a delicious breakfast, but 
it's happening on Sunday, September 19, 8am-noon in 
the St. Wendelin Hall. All are welcome for pancakes, 
sausage, eggs, breakfast beverages, and all the tasty 
sides. $5 for adults, $3 for kids.  

Do you have a loved one suffering with an addiction to 
alcohol or drugs? The Substance  Abuse/Addiction Min-
istry of St. Francis Parish can be there to help. This min-
istry is an ideal resource for those with a family member 
suffering from addiction. On September 30, 2021 at 
7:00pm in the hall at St. Joseph, Cabot, the SAAM is 
pleased to host “Understanding the disease of addiction 
“, by Dr. Janet Astle. Please join us for this information 
filled event. Light refreshments will be served. For addi-
tional information contact Michael Hensler 412-580-
9020 or mjh15241@verizon.net . 

Retrouvaille of Pittsburgh is here with our mission of 

hope offering couples in distress a welcoming and loving 

space where they can, with God’s help, heal and restore 

their marriages.  Our next weekend program will be held 

October 8-10, 2021. Reserve your spot today! For confi-

dential information call or email:  412-277-3434 or 

3041R@HelpOurMarriage.org. 

From September 22 – October 31, you’re invited to join other 

Christians for 40 Days for Life: 40 days of prayer and 
fasting for an end to abortion. You’re also invited to 
stand and peacefully pray during a 40-day vigil in the 
public right of-way outside Planned Parenthood (933 Lib-
erty Avenue, Pittsburgh) and to help spread the word 
about this important community outreach. 

BUNDLE UP BUTLER - Starting this weekend through   

Sunday, October 3, please donate gently used or new 

coats in all sizes in the boxes located in entrances of all 

churches.  What a great opportunity to help those in 

need in Butler County.  If you know of someone who is in 

need, please let them know the Bundle Up Butler event 

will be held on Friday, October 22nd at the Butler Memo-

rial Park.  Pre-registration is required by calling  724-431-

3748 by October 15th. 

The Blue Army will recite the Rosary in Commemoration 
of the 5th Apparition of Our Lady at Fatima. September 
13th,  6pm at the Fatima grotto in the Butler Catholic 
School parking lot. All are welcome!  

mailto:gcararie@zoominternet.net

