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ST. JOHN 
668 Clearfield Rd. 
Fenelton, Pa 16034 

ST. JOSEPH 
315 Stoney Hollow Rd. 

Cabot, Pa 16023 

ST. MARY 
821 Herman Rd. 
Butler, PA 16002 

CONTACT US 
ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 

315 Stoney Hollow Rd.,      
Cabot, PA 16023 

OFFICE HOURS:                                   
Monday - Thursday, 9 AM - 1 PM 

Phone: 724-352-2149  
www.saintfrancisparish.net 

PARISH STAFF 
 

Parish Liaison 
Barb Boltz  Ext. 204 
barb@saintfrancisparish.net 
 

Sacrament & Mass Intention 
Scheduler, Parishioner Data      
Linda Green  Ext. 220 
linda@saintfrancisparish.net    
 

Bulletin & Website Editor 
Jenn Stahoviak Ext. 216 
jenn@saintfrancisparish.net 
 

Parish Accountant 
Martha Birch 
724-445-3713    Ext. 5 
martha@saintfrancisparish.net 
 

Safe Environment  
Nicole Karenbauer Ext. 205 
se@saintfrancisparish.net 
 

Adult Faith Formation 
Angela Robb  Ext. 208 
angela@saintfrancisparish.net 
 

Director of Religious 
Education 
Debi Gross  Ext. 206 
debi@saintfrancisparish.net  
 

Faith Formation Program 
Manager 
Laura Eakman  Ext. 217 
laura@saintfrancisparish.net 
 

Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd Instructor 
Kathy Lawton 
Kathy@saintfrancisparish.net 
 

Parish & Faith Formation 
Administrative Assistant 
Allison Hawk  Ext. 212 
allison@saintfrancisparish.net 
 

Outreach  Ext. 214 
outreach@saintfrancisparish.net  

 
 
Director of Music 
Steve Dunn 
steve@saintclareparish.com 
Music Ministers 
Steven Yealy 
steven@saintfrancisparish.net 
Carol Michel 
carol@saintfrancisparish.net 
Holly Puett 
holly@saintfrancisparish.net 
 

St. Joseph Preschool 
Alicia Bubash & Lara Bracco 
stjosephpreschool@saintfrancis
parish.net   Ext.209 

 
Scan here to visit  
our website    

 

 
 
Scan here to visit 
our Facebook Page 

Saint Francis                         
of Assisi 

Pastor   
Father Matt McClain Ext. 203 

mmcclain@diopitt.org 
 

Senior Parochial Vicar 
Father Ward Stakem Ext. 201 
frward@saintfrancisparish.net                             
Emergencies: 724-777-9432 
 

Senior Parochial Vicar 
Father Alan Morris  Ext. 210 

amorris@diopitt.org 
 

Senior Parochial Vicar 
Father Jim Kurtz  Ext. 226 

frjim@saintfrancisparish.net         
Emergencies: 412-421-3962 
 

Deacon 
Bruce Beaver 
bbeaver@diopitt.org 

 

CONFESSION 
SCHEDULE 
 

Saturdays:  
11:00am-12:00 pm - St. Mary 
12:00pm-12:30pm - St. John 
12:00 pm-1:00 pm - St. Joseph  
    (Cabot) 

A safe and simple way to get up-
dates from the parish via email 
or text message. Select which 
groups or ministries you prefer 

to receive messages from. To get 
started,  TEXT JJM to 84576                     

Or  Go online to:                                   
saintfrancisparish.flocknote.com 

Online Giving through Vanco 
To set up online giving, visit the 
parish website and click the 
link or scan the QR Code to go 
directly to the             
St. Francis online    
giving page via Vanco. 

mailto:stjosephpreschool@saintfrancisparish.net
mailto:stjosephpreschool@saintfrancisparish.net


 

 

Saint Clare                       
of Assisi 

MATER DOLOROSA 
409 North Main St. 
Chicora, PA 16025 

ST. JOSEPH 
864 Chicora Rd. 

Chicora, PA 16025 

ST. WENDELIN 
210 St. Wendelin Rd. 

Butler, PA 16002 

CONTACT US 
ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 

864 Chicora Rd.,                        
Chicora, PA 16025 

OFFICE HOURS:                                   
Monday - Friday, 9 AM - 12 PM 

Phone: 724-445-3713  
www.saintclareparish.com 

Pastor   
Father Matt McClain Ext. 2 
mmcclain@diopitt.org 
 

Senior Parochial Vicar 
Father Ward Stakem  
frward@saintfrancisparish.net                             
Emergencies: 724-777-9432 
 

Senior Parochial Vicar 
Father Alan Morris  Ext. 8  

amorris@diopitt.org 
 

Senior Parochial Vicar 
Father Jim Kurtz   

frjim@saintfrancisparish.net         
Emergencies: 412-421-3962 
 

Deacon 
Bruce Beaver 
bbeaver@diopitt.org 

 

CONFESSION 
SCHEDULE 
 

Saturdays:  
11:00-11:30 am - Mater Dolorosa 
11:00-11:30 am - St. Wendelin 
11:45 am-12:15 pm- St. Joseph 
   (North Oakland) 

PARISH STAFF 
 

Parish Liaison 
Barb Boltz  Ext. 4 
barb@saintclareparish.com 
 

Parish Accountant 
Martha Birch  Ext. 5 
martha@saintclareparish.com 
 

Administrative Assistant,         
Safe Environment Coordinator 
Nicole Karenbauer Ext. 7 
Nicole@saintclareparish.com 
 

Evangelization, Youth &  
Young Adult Ministries 
Sue Fraley  Ext. 3 
sue@saintclareparish.com 
                                        

Director of Digital Media 
Adam Murray 
adam@saintclareparish.com 
 

Director of Music 
Steve Dunn 
steve@saintclareparish.com 
 
Music Minister 
Vince Houpt 
houpt@saintclareparish.com 
 

Bulletin & Website Editor 
Jenn Stahoviak Ext. 9 
communications@ 
saintclareparish.com 
 

Director of Religious 
Education 
Debi Gross  Ext. 3111 
dre@saintclareparish.com 
 

Parish Receptionists 
Linda Green  Ext. 3110 
linda@saintclareparish.com 
Kit Lanier  Ext. 3110 
kit@saintclareparish.com 
 
 
 

 
St. Wendelin School  
724-285-4986 
St. Wendelin School Principal 
JoLynn Clouse 
stwend@zoominternet.net 
 

Saint Clare Prayer List  
For Prayer List updates, call 
Fran Parker @ 724-445-7421  or 
the parish office.   
 

Scan here to visit  
our website 
 

 
Scan here 
to visit    
our Facebook Page 

Check out the online version of 
the Pittsburgh Catholic at 
www.diopitt.org  

ALL Cemetery Inquiries 
Contact North Regional Office,  
2636 Ellwood Road, New Castle, 
PA 16101, 724-323-0033, 
cpca@cpca-pgh.org 

A safe and simple way to get up-
dates from the parish via email 
or text message. Select which 
groups or ministries you prefer 

to receive messages from.                                
To get started,  TEXT SCPARISH 

to 84576  Or  Go online to:                                   
SaintClareofAssisiParish.flocknote.com  



 

 

ST. FRANCIS WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 
                               Date                     Time      Location          Intention                       Requested By 

Saturday, 
November 23 

4:00 PM 
Vigil St. Mary Clement Reott Lil & Family 

St. Clement I, Pope and Martyr; St. 
Columban, Abbot; Bl. Miguel Agustin 

Pro, Priest and Martyr  

5:30 PM 
Vigil St. Joseph   

 
Sunday, 

November 24 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe  

8:00 AM St. Joseph Vivien Drewencki Al & Joan Depew 

8:30 AM St. John Ralph & Mary DiGregorio Family 

10:00 AM St. Mary Neal Schiebel The Ortmanns 

11:00 AM St. Joseph Lucille Green Family 

Monday, November 25 
St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin 

and Martyr  
8:00 AM St. John Rene Cornibe Rege & Family 

Tuesday, November 26 8:00 AM St. John Joseph Rezzarday Jr. Carol & John O’Brien 

Wednesday,                
November 27 

9:00 AM St. Joseph Alex Giobbi Michael & Shelley Giobbi 

Thursday, November 28 
Thanksgiving Day  

9:00 AM St. Joseph Aggie Tomsey Mary Pierce 

Friday, November 29     

Saturday,     

November 30 4:00 PM 
Vigil 

St. Mary 
Special Intentions of the 

Green Family 
Family 

St. Andrew, Apostle  5:30 PM 
Vigil 

St. Joseph Michael Raypush Parents 

 
Sunday, 

December 1 
 

1st Sunday  
of Advent  

8:00 AM St. Joseph Richard Weleski Tim & Tammy Smith 

8:30 AM St. John Rita Geibel Musthaf Tom & Carol Michel 

10:00 AM St. Mary Joseph Tomsey Sr. 
Joe & Judy Mohan and 

Family 

11:00 AM St. Joseph Werner & Geibel Families Darlene & Ron Geibel 

For the Parishioners of Saint Francis of Assisi & 
Saint Clare of Assisi Parishes 

NO Mass 

NO Mass 



 

 

                          Date                    Time        Location            Intention                      Requested By 

Saturday,  
November 23  

4:00 PM 
Vigil 

St. Wendelin Ellie Williams Children 

St. Clement I, Pope and Martyr; St. 
Columban, Abbot; Bl. Miguel Agustin 

Pro, Priest and Martyr  

5:30 PM 
Vigil 

Mater  
Dolorosa 

Geraldine Morgan Dick & Carolyn Rodgers 

 

 
Sunday,  

November 24 
 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe  

7:00 AM St. Wendelin Karen Bohin Mr. & Mrs. Vince Kriley 

8:15 AM Mater  
Dolorosa 

Oscar & Mildred Calli-
han Fred & Martha Callihan 

9:30 AM St. Joseph Harold & Rita Korn Melissa & Keith Snyder 

10:30 AM St. Wendelin Rita Musthaf  

Monday, November 25 
St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin 

and Martyr  
12:00 PM 

Mater                 
Dolorosa Tom Dunn Judy & Family 

Tuesday, November 26 8:00 AM St. Wendelin Mary Miller Family 

Wednesday,  
10:00 AM St. Wendelin Ruthie Schiebel Kathy & Larry Baptiste 

November 27 6:00 PM Mater  
Dolorosa 

Big Tom Maverick & Taylor 

Thursday, November 28 
Thanksgiving Day  

9:00 AM St. Wendelin Dennis Foust Gary O’Donnell 

Friday, November 29     

Saturday,  
November 30 

4:00 PM 
Vigil 

St. Wendelin Tracy Weiland Karen Geibel 

 

St. Andrew, Apostle  
5:30 PM 

Vigil 
Mater  

Dolorosa 
Joseph Sita 

Brad, Miss, Dom and 
Trevor Callihan 

 

 
Sunday,  

December 1 
 

1st Sunday  
of Advent  

7:00 AM St. Wendelin Ellie Williams Floyd & Delores Neigh 

8:15 AM Mater  
Dolorosa 

  

9:30 AM St. Joseph Ralph G. Boltz Kim & Henry Williams 
and Family 

10:30 AM St. Wendelin Rita Musthaf Her Brother 

ST. CLARE WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

For the Parishioners of Saint Francis of Assisi & 
Saint Clare of Assisi Parishes 

NO Mass 



 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. Christ the King.  

I have told you before that growing up, I loved watching Monty Python. Their movie "Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail" was one of my favorites. There is a moment in the movie where King Arthur rides up to some peo-
ple working in the fields, or peasants groveling in filth as they would say, and introduces himself. "I am Ar-
thur, King of the Britons" to which they respond, "King of the who? Who are the Britons?" Arthur then says 
"we all are." One man responds, "Well, I didn't vote for you." Arthur says "You don't vote for king!" To which the 
worker responds, "Well, how do you become one then?" Arthur follows with a legendary story and the people 
are not impressed! 

It is a good question for today though. How does Jesus become King? He is King because of His complete self
-gift, His totally unselfish love that is shown on the Cross. By taking on our humanness and still remaining di-
vine, by taking on our sin and still remaining sinless. By suffering and dying on the Cross, Jesus saves our 
lives. In the Gospel for today, Pilate asks Jesus if He is a king. Jesus says He is a king but not like kings on the 
earth. He has come to testify to the Truth and the Truth is Love. Then He shows Pilate what love is by mount-
ing the throne of His glory, that is the Cross.  

What does it mean to say that Jesus is King? We heard that phrase shouted at a couple of political rallies in 
the past few weeks, but what does it mean? Thomas Merton called Jesus the person "whom I now serve as 
my God and my King, and who owns and rules my life." Wow. Does God own and rule your life? It would be 
easy here to go two different ways. One would be to say that yes of course Jesus owns and rules my life. It is 
just a fact, I have no say in it, just like the peasants who didn't vote for King Arthur. Another way would be to 
deny that Jesus owns your life and base your reasoning on 
the fact that you are free. I think however we do this at our 
peril because you and I are creatures and it is arrogance to 
deny our maker. However, there is a third way.  

Pope Benedict XVI said that this third way is long and has no 
shortcuts. "Every person must freely accept the truth of God's 
love. He is Love and Truth, and neither Love nor Truth are ev-
er imposed: they come knocking at the doors of the heart 
and the mind and where they can enter, they bring peace 
and joy. This is how God reigns."  

On this Feast of Christ the King, I think we need to ask our-
selves,  is Jesus really King?  I bet we can all agree to that. But 
perhaps an even more important question is this; is Jesus my 
King? We can say that this just is, but remember that Jesus 
will never impose this on us. You do have a say. He comes 
knocking at the door to your heart, offering love and truth, 
peace and joy, but He will not force His way in. If He did, it 
wouldn't be love. If you want Jesus to reign in you, you and I 
must open the doors of our hearts. We must choose to allow 
Him in. We must vote for Him! Unlike with King Arthur, we 
do get to choose. There is no disputing that Jesus is King, but 
is He your King? He stands and knocks at the door of your 
heart. Will you open it? That is up to you. 

Peace and Love, 
Fr. Matt 



 

 

Les Bauer 
Joe Beilstein 
Rod Meely 
Eliza O’Donnell 
Finley Skiff 
Shelly Double-Barnhart 
Tracy Anderson 
Robert Kriess 
Marie 
Gary Black 
Tom Green 
Ian McElroy 
Ann Annarella 
Robert Clouse  
Tony 
Abby Koenig 
Jerry Ruediger 
Dick Curry 
Killian Eakman 
George Kepple 
Regis Fallecker Jr. 
Shawn Nolan 
Sheri Payne 
Diane Krapf 
Danny Krapf 
Nancy 
Hayes Markle  
Thomas Wetzel Sr. 
CJ 
Bus & Joanie Neigh 
Lisa Cammisa 
Katie 
Robert Riemer 
Jane Schafer 
Marcus dosSantos  
Kathy Steighner  
Bobbi Adley 
Mindy Floro 
Angie O'Mahoney  
Jim Lorenz 
Donna Green 
Chrissie Wilcox   
Linda Heagy 
Ed Moore 
Joe Moser 
Jeannie White 
Helen Marie Hartle 
Shirley McCoy 
Donna M. 
Rose & Joe Stumpf 
Lucy Duffy 

Jessie Black 
Laura & Family 
Patricia Ryan  
Leonard Dombroski  
Bernadette Conerty 

  Mason Martin 
  Jim Bowser 
  Larry Karenbauer 
  Wayne Watson 
  Dave Maley 
  Jennifer Perkins 
  Paul Erkens 
  Rodger Davis 
  Erik Fry 
  Corrine Schnur  
  Lynn Toward 
  Michael Black 
  Peg Moser 
  Nicholas Kerr   
  Regis Convery 
  Emilia Schaffner 
  Betty Neff 
  Marilyn DiGiacomo  
  Marek Wabazewski 
  Mary Lou Beilstein 
  Aria Joy Olson 
  Pearl Kocher 
  Fr. Victor Kriley, OFM, Cap 
  Eric Werner 
  Robert Adams Jr. 
  Paul Flick 
  Shawn Phillips 
  Pud Craig 
  John Williams 
  Karol Halin 
  Stephanie Sellers 
  Cheryl Brown 
  Christine Cessna  
  Carol Hall 
  Wayne Pennington 
  Dick Preston 
  Sue Ellen Carr 
  Ada Skelly 
  Madeline McCloskey 
  Joseph McCloskey 
  Fr. Rick Thompson 
  Steven Shultz 
  Lena Jane Steiner 
  Sharon Golobish 
  Madalyn Rose Geibel 
  Jim Bergbigler 
  Virginia Briski 
  Carter T. Williams 

 

Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Ps 91:1, 1-2, 5 
(1a)/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37 

Monday: Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5/Ps 
24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 21:1-4 

Tuesday: Rv 14:14-19/Ps 96:10, 11
-12, 13/Lk 21:5-11 

Wednesday: Rv 15:1-4/Ps 98:1, 2
-3ab, 7-8, 9/Lk 21:12-19 

Thursday: Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 
9a/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Lk 21:20-
28 

Friday: Rv 20:1-4, 11—21:2/Ps 
84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a/Lk 21:29-33 

Saturday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 
9, 10, 11/Mt 4:18-22 

Next Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/Ps 
25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 (1b)/1 Thes 
3:12—4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

Daniel Sheehan  
Amanda Skidmore 
Landon Hines 
Jeremy (J.J.) Dawson 
Jacob Medley  
Matthew McCandless 
Russell Bauer                                          
Jimmy Adley   
Jon Clark 
Evan French 
Simon Geibel 
Brian Kusner 
Hayden Iman 
Jonah Bartholic 

Pray for Our Military, Especially . . . 

Pick up a copy of the Kids’ Bulletin  
for your children to enjoy! 

To add or remove intentions from the combined prayer 
list, or the Military list, please contact either parish office. 

Weekly  
Readings 

FOR THE WEEK OF  
NOVEMBER 24, 2024 



 

 

Wreaths Across America Day 
Saturday December 14th 
 

Following a short dedication cer-
emony, wreaths will be distribut-
ed on Saturday, December 14th 
at 11am at St. Wendelin Ceme-
tery. Thank you for your support! 

Calling all piano players! Do you play 
piano? We invite all pianists, young and 
old, novice and experienced,  to play a 
song or two to kick off the combined 
parish Christmas Concert on Sunday, 
December 15th. All skill levels welcome! 
Please contact Steve Dunn if you or your 
children are interested! 

Members of St Clare Christian Mothers and 
Women are invited to the Annu-
al Christmas Party on Sunday, De-
cember 8th at DePaul Hall,  
St Joseph N.O. Arrive anytime        
between 11:30am-12:30pm to visit 
and enjoy appetizers. Meal will be 
served at 12:30pm, including                   
chicken parmesan, braised steak, 
scalloped potatoes, creamed peas,     
orange-glazed carrots, seven-layer salad and des-
sert. Cost is $15. Please call or text Norma Miller to 
RSVP by Sunday, December 1st.  

St Clare Parish is looking for cantors 
for various Masses. If you are interested 
in leading worship in song, please con-
tact Steve Dunn.  The Giving Angel Tree is up at 

St. Wendelin Church. Anyone is 
welcome to select an angel tag 
from the tree and purchase items 
for a child who would benefit 
from a gift this Christmas. A sign 
out sheet is located near the tree, 
please note the tag number you have selected on 
this registry along with your name and phone 
number. Items need to be returned to the tree or 
to the St. Clare Parish Office no later than Monday, 
December 9th. This year we have added some kids 
and adults at the request of Catholic Charities, they 
prefer those gifts to be returned unwrapped. These 
tags will specify to return the gifts unwrapped, all 
others may be wrapped. Thank you in advance for 
your generosity as always! 

Early Bulletin Submission Dates  
Please submit any information for 

the bulletin by 5pm on the date 
listed. Thanks! 

 

Publication Date  Information Due By 
December 1st   November 20th 
December 8th  November 29th 
December 15th  December 6th 
December 22nd  December 11th 
December 29th  December 19th 
January 5th   December 26th 

St. Mary Church is having plaster re-
pair work done through November 
27th. The weekday Mass on Monday, 
November 25th will be held at St. 
John at 8 am.  

Thanksgiving Day Masses will be at 9 am at 
St. Wendelin and St. Joseph, Cabot. 

 

No Masses on Friday,              
November 29th. 

 

No 9 am Mass at St. Joseph, 
Cabot on November 30th. 

 

No Confessions at St. Francis or 
St. Clare on Saturday, November 30th. 

 

The parish offices will be closed on Thursday, 
November 28th & Friday, November 29th. 



 

 

First-time fundraiser to benefit the 
charitable deeds of the Saint Clare 

Christian Mothers!  
A Pie a Month for a Year! 12 pies total, 
delivered on the day of your choosing, 
any flavor and  number of pies can be ordered at any-
time and will be delivered! Chances are $1 each and 
available from any Christian Mother and will be avail-
able in the entrance of each St. Clare church and can 
be placed in the envelope provided or placed in the 
collection basket. The winner will be chosen at the 
social following the Combined Parish Christmas con-
cert at on Sunday, December 15th. Pies are freshly 
baked daily at The Korner Restaurant in Rimersburg. 
Pie Flavor Choices Include: Coconut meringue, Lemon 
meringue, Chocolate meringue, Peanut butter, Graham 
cracker, Apple, Cherry, Peach, and Blueberry. 

The Christian Mothers & Wom-
en of St. Francis Parish are 
hosting a cookie sale after all 
Masses at each church in St. 
Francis Parish on December 
7th & 8th. $8.00 for  a dozen 
assorted cookies. 
This fundraiser helps the Chris-
tian Mothers and Women provide a variety of ser-
vices for our parish and the community. Thank you 
for your support! May God bless you and yours in 
this Christmas season! 
Anyone wishing to donate COOKIES for this fund-
raiser  is greatly appreciated. Cookie donations may 
be dropped off at St. Joseph Hall in Cabot on Satur-
day, December 7th from 9-10 am. Contact Teresa 
Sintz {contact the office} with any questions! 

All St. Clare parishioners 80 years old and up 
should have received an invitation to our First 

Annual Spaghetti Dinner with Seniors. 
Sunday, December 8, 2024 

4-5:30PM at Mater Dolorosa Hall 
Please RSVP by December 1st 
Call or email Debi at  
dre@saintclareparish.com 
724-445-3713 X3111 

Collection totals for November 17, 2024 will 
be published in next weekend’s bulletin due 

to early submission dates. 

CHRISTMAS FOOD DRIVE -The St. Francis Marian 
Guild is collecting non-perishable food, hygiene and 
paper products for Christmas baskets to be given to 
families in need in our community. Drop off bins will 
be available in the back of each St. Francis church be-
ginning November 24th. There is no Amazon wish list 
this year however some especially appreciated items 
include canned yams, applesauce, boxes of cereal, 
peanut butter, and paper towels.  
Monetary donations are also  
welcomed. Checks may be made  
payable to the Marian Guild.  
Donations are requested  
by December 8th. Thanks in  
advance for your generosity! 

The Second Collection Today is for the  
Retirement Fund for Religious 

The Cabot Food Bank extends  
their thanks to St. Francis Parish  
for the recent generous cash  
donation and for the continued food  
donations. Thank you for your generosity! 



 

 

Tuesday, December 3, 2024  7:00 - 9:00 pm 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish - St. Joseph Church, Cabot 

Join us prior to the presentation for food & beverages in  

St. Joseph Hall, doors open at 6:15 pm 



 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis Parish 

November 24: CFF Elementary  
 Confirmation Class with Sponsors 

9:15AM (St. Joseph Church) 
 

St. Clare Parish 
November 24: Elementary  
 Confirmation Rite of Intent (10:30AM 

Mass St. Wendelin Church) 
 Middle School 
 Confirmation Class with Sponsors 

6PM (St. Joseph Hall N. O.) 

Everyone is invited to attend the Chil-
dren's Nativity Play on Sunday, De-
cember 8th, at 2pm at St. Joseph's 
Church, Cabot, refreshments will fol-
low! Any children interested in partici-
pating should contact Shannon Parks 
{contact parish office for contact info} 
or sign up via the flocknote link provid-
ed on the St. Francis website by No-
vember 30th. All children are wel-

come! Dress rehearsal will be Saturday, December 
7th after the 5:30pm Mass.  

St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi 
will be represented in the                          
Annual Saxonburg Parade! 

All parishioners are invited to join us in the parade! 
There will be limited seating on the trailer, most par-
ticipants will have to walk the route. 
Anyone interested please meet at the 
Saxonburg Carnival Fairground be-
tween 6 and 6:30 pm, look for our ban-
ner. The parade begins at 7PM. 
ALL CHILDREN ATTENDING MUST BE                                    

ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT! 

St. Francis & St. Clare will publish a combined list of 
names and addresses of our current and past clergy 
and religious for those who would like to send Christ-
mas greetings. The list will also include names of cur-
rently enlisted military members from parish families, 
as well as any homebound parishioners that would 
like to be included. If you or someone you know is 
homebound or in the military and would like to be 
included on this list, please email name and ad-
dress to Jenn (jenn@saintfrancisparish.net or com-
munications@saintclareparish.com) or call the office 
and leave the information with Allison at St. Francis 
office or Linda or Kit at    
St. Clare office, no later 
than December 1st. The 
list will be available in all 
churches the second 
week of December. 

St. Clare Parish would like to thank Melissa Snyder 
for stepping up to manage the 2025 Community 
Dinners at St. Paul in Butler that will be hosted by   
St. Clare volunteers from St. Joseph (NO). Volunteers 
will be needed for bake goods donations and 
the preparation and packing of take out meals on the 
following dates: 
Tuesday, January 07, 2025  
Tuesday, January 21, 2025 
Tuesday, November 11, 2025 
In order to help Melissa in this  
new role, if you are interested in supporting the 2025 
Community Dinner Ministry, please let her know by 
contacting the parish office. Please note that all 
volunteers over the age of 18, must have all re-
quired clearances to participate. For information 
on clearances, contact Nicole at the office. 

24th 



 

 

 
 

Hot Chocolate Has Catholic 
Roots-If hot chocolate is your 
drink of choice, you may be sur-
prised to learn that your favorite 
cozy drink wouldn’t be what it is today if it wasn’t 
for Catholics! In ancient Mayan and Aztec civiliza-
tions a bitter chocolate drink called xocoatl was a 
common beverage. Made from ground cacao 
beans, water, and spices like chili. Luckily for us, 
Catholics soon stumbled upon this drink and 
made a few sweet adjustments. This chocolate 
transformation began when the Spanish brought 
cacao back to Europe. As cacao spread through 
Spain, it underwent a Catholic refinement. Monks 
in Spanish monasteries were among the first to 
experiment with the cacao beans, adding sugar, 
cinnamon, and milk to tame its bitterness. They 
recognized that chocolate had potential not only 
as a satisfying treat but also as an aid to their rig-
orous fasting routines. Drinking chocolate was not 
considered breaking the fast, as liquids were per-
mitted even when food was not. This made it a 
perfect solution for priests and monks during 
Lent and other periods of religious fasting. From 
Spain, hot chocolate spread to Italy, where the 
Catholic hierarchy, particularly within the Vatican, 
embraced it with enthusiasm. What’s fascinating 
is how chocolate became entwined with Catholic 
hospitality. In monasteries and convents, visitors 
were often offered a cup of hot chocolate as a 
gesture of warmth and generosity. Even today, in 
some parts of Spain and Mexico, traditional hot 
chocolate is still prepared for special Catholic cele-
brations, like Christmas and feast days. 

St. Clare Christian Mothers & 
Women are selling Sarris Choco-
late for the Christmas Season. If in-
terested, please pick up a flyer in 
the entrance of any St. Clare church 

and return order with payment (place the order form in 
an envelope and drop in collection basket or return to 
the office) by Monday November 25th. 

 
 

It is time for the 2024 Giving Tree. Once 
again, St Clare Parish will have Christmas 
Trees in the entrance of Mater Dolorosa 
and St. Joseph, North Oakland Churches. 

Parishioners are welcome to take a tag and purchase 
gifts for a resident of Quality Life, Chicora. Please take a 
tag off the tree and fill in your name by the correspond-
ing number on the sheet. Return all wrapped gifts with 
the tag attached to the outside of the gift to the office 
by Friday December 20th at noon. Gifts may also be 
left in the vestibule of the churches. Thank you again for 
supporting the residents of Quality Life, Chicora. 

Volunteer(s) are needed to help water  
and maintain the poinsettias at  
St. Wendelin Church this Christmas season.  
If you could lend a hand, please call the  
St. Clare office! Thank you. 



 

 

 

This week’s St. Wendelin  

School Student of the Week is:   

William (Liam) Dickey! 
Liam is a second grade student at St. Wendelin. 
He has one sister, Charlotte (Charlie), who is in 
first grade at St. Wendelin. Liam loves learning 
about science and fun facts. Outside of school, 

Liam takes swimming lessons and plays baseball. 
In his free time, Liam enjoys playing Roblox, 

Legos, and practicing his baseball skills. When he 
grows up, Liam would like to be a scientist.  

Congratulations to this week's Saint Wendelin 
School Student of the Week,  

Liam Dickey! 

Catholic Identity Program Family Link 
This Week’s Virtue:   HOPE 

Hope is the virtue  
that enables us to trust  

in God’s promise to 
share his life with us for-
ever; it makes us confi-
dent in God’s love and  

care for us. 

Angel Trees are now available in 
each church at St. Francis Par-
ish. Parishioners are welcome to se-
lect tags from the tree and purchase 
gifts for someone this Christmas. 
Please fill in your name and phone 
number on the list provided near 

the tree. All wrapped gifts are due back to the 
churches or office by Sunday, December 8th. 
Please attach the original tag to the gifts (to iden-
tify the recipient of  your wrapped gifts). If you 
have any questions or have problems returning your 
gift by that day, please contact Allison in the office at 
extension 212. Thank you for your generosity! 

Thanks to all who donated 
to the Keep the Faith Care 
Packages that were re-
cently sent to our college 
students and military 
members. A total of 28 
packages were mailed out! 
Your thoughtfulness will 
surely brighten their day, knowing that our Parish 
family is thinking of them and supporting them! 

"He is The Bread sown in the virgin, leavened in 
the Flesh, molded in His 
Passion, baked in the         
furnace of the Sepulchre, 
placed in the Churches, and 
set upon the Altars, which 
daily supplies Heavenly 
Food to the faithful." 
         - St. Peter Chrysologus 



 

 

HOPE AND HEALING ARE POSSIBLE! For those 
struggling with addiction or substance abuse, for 
their families and for those who have lost loved 
ones to the disease of addiction and overdose. We 
come together in prayer! JOIN US FOR ROSARY & 
SPECIAL INTERCESSIONS– Tuesday, Nov. 26th  
from 7 - 8pm at ABBA’S HOUSE, 320 W. MAIN ST., 
SAXONBURG 

Ring Pittsburgh, your community Handbell En-
semble, presents “A Spirited Christmas” Concert 
to bring Joy to your Holidays. Perform-
ing Saturday, December 7 at 7:00 pm, St Kilian 
Church, Cranberry Township , PA. Visit our web-
site for more information: www.ringpittsburgh.org 

BINGO! on Nov 25th, at Holy Sepulcher Campus, 
1304 E. Cruickshank Rd. Doors open at 6 pm. Bingo 
starts at 7 pm. 10 regular games and 3 specials. 
Snacks/drinks available! 18 or older to play. Hosted 
by Knights of Columbus. 


