
Preparation & Wedding Guidelines for the 
Sacrament of Matrimony at St. Edward 

Catholic Church 
Heavenly Father, in your great love, you established marriage as blessing and grace for 
your people. Bless and guide us as we prepare to celebrate our marriage. Give us patience 
during times of stress. Give us reassurance in times of doubt and give us increased peace 
and joy as our wedding day draws near. Strengthen our love for one another, for our 
families, and for You. May the prayerful intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen 
of Families and wedding guest at Cana, be ours all the days of our lives, together with the 
intercession of St. Edward the Confessor, our patron. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Preparation & Wedding Guidelines 

This document comprises two topics: (1) Preparation for marriage steps and (2) rules and 
guidelines for the use of St. Edward Church as a wedding venue. The marriage preparation 
parts of these guidelines are to ensure that you are ready to make a God-centered 
commitment to each other. The rules and guidelines are for your reference while planning 
your wedding ceremony. 

A. Marriage Preparation 

1. Preparation Conditions & Steps 

In order to support engaged couples in their preparation to enter marriage, the 
following conditions and steps are required: 

a. Couples must be free to marry in the Catholic Church. 

i. In order to be married at St. Edward, the couple must be either: 

1. Registered parishioners of St. Edward Church; or 

2. Catholics from other parishes who have special permission 
from both the pastor of St. Edward and the pastor of their own 
parish.  

ii. Baptismal certification with notations issued within six 
months of the first meeting with clergy for each person 
must be submitted from the parish of origin to the parish 
office. In order to request your Baptismal certificate, please contact 
the parish where you were baptized and ask for a newly-issued 
baptismal certificate with notations; they are accustomed to getting 
this request. If the baptismal certificate does not include a notation 



listing the sacrament of Confirmation, a confirmation certificate 
should be issued as well. All certificated must be submitted to: 

 

St. Edward Catholic Church 
Marriage Preparation 
188 Thompson Lane 
Nashville, TN 37211 
 

iii. If either party has a prior marriage, clergy will inform the couple 
what additional information and documentation is required. If one 
of the members of the couple has a Prior Bond, the couple is advised 
to contact their pastor at least one year in advance. The Diocese of 
Nashville does not permit a wedding date to be set if one of the 
parties to the marriage is seeking a Declaration of Nullity from the 
Diocesan Tribunal. 

iv. In light of special circumstances, such as pregnancy, one of the 
parties being underage, or for special reasons in the Church’s Code 
of Canon Law, and the Diocese’s Norms, the couple may be required 
to participate in further evaluation to help determine their readiness 
for marriage.  

v. If a member of the engaged couple has not been confirmed, this will 
need to be discussed with the priest preparing the couple. If a 
member of the engaged couple is a baptized Christian, they must 
submit a baptismal certificate or letter from the church or ecclesial 
community of their baptism, stating when and where the baptism 
occurred, and if not a liturgical church, whether the baptism was 
conducted “in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit (or Ghost”. The non-Catholic party will also need to submit a 
sworn affidavit, signed by a parent or close relative stating that they 
have never been married before.  

b. A program of marriage preparation should be started at least six months 
before the wedding date. Ordinarily marriage preparation is completed with 
the celebrant, but other arrangements maybe made with his permission.  

i. The process is necessary to conduct the pre-nuptial investigation, 
discuss the future marriage, and plan the wedding ceremony.  

ii. Natural Family Planning. As part of marriage preparation and 
counseling, couples should discuss with the priest their intention to 



use Natural Family Planning. Resources and more information are 
available on the Diocese of Nashville website. 

c. Marriage ceremony must take place inside the church. 

d. Couple must attend a wedding retreat. Three to Get Married retreat is 
preferred; the diocesan engagement retreat is permissible. 

e. A wedding rehearsal will be held the night before the wedding with the 
celebrant and the Wedding Coordinator. Confession will be offered at the 
end of the wedding rehearsal, and Catholics are strongly encouraged and 
recommended to participate. More information on scheduling the rehearsal 
below. 

B. Church Rules and Guidelines 

1. Marriage Ceremony 

The form of the Sacrament of Matrimony will be discussed between the celebrant 
and the couple. 

a. Weddings between Catholics & Non-Catholics 

If one of the couples is not a Catholic, it is customary to celebrate a Liturgy of the 
Word, alone. This is principally to begin the marriage on a note of unity, and not 
divide the couple during the sacrament by one party receiving communion and the 
other not. In couples where one of the parties is not a baptized Christian, the 
Liturgy of the Word must be said, as a Wedding Mass is not permitted. 

b. Liturgical Year Considerations 

There are certain days in the Church’s calendar when the prayers and readings for 
the Wedding Mass may not be used; in that case, the prayers and readings for the 
Mass of the day would be used, with the Rite of Matrimony inserted in the Mass at 
the proper place. Alternatively, it may be permitted to celebrate the Liturgy of the 
Word with the Rite of Matrimony instead of a mass. Some days of the liturgical 
calendar, including a Holy Day of Obligation and All Souls Day, are not available 
for weddings. Additionally, some decorations may not be appropriate during 
certain times of the liturgical year. The Church Office should be consulted before 
any planning is started. 

c. Timing of Weddings 

Wedding times are negotiable but cannot interfere with any of the weekly masses. 
Please consult with the Church Office to determine an appropriate time. Typical 
times on a Saturday are 1:00 pm or 7:00 pm.  



d. Rehearsals 

Rehearsals are held the evening before the wedding ceremony unless otherwise 
requested, and last for about an hour. Rehearsals should be scheduled at the same 
time as the ceremony. Rehearsals must include the celebrant. The celebrant and 
Wedding Coordinator will conduct the rehearsal, not an outside wedding or event 
coordinator. 

All members of the bridal party, ushers, and musicians (except those provided by 
St. Edward) should attend the rehearsal.  

e. Liturgical Norms 

i. Generally 

The liturgical norms of the Roman Catholic Church must be followed 
precisely as set down in the Roman Missal and the Order for 
Celebrating Matrimony. All readings must be selected from the 
Lectionary for Mass. A booklet of readings will be provided during 
marriage preparation, and a list of approved readings can be found 
at www.foryourmarriage.org. 

ii. Celebrant 

The celebrant of the wedding must be a Catholic deacon, priest or 
bishop in good standing. If he is not a cleric of the Diocese of 
Nashville, he must receive delegation from the pastor. The celebrant 
must seek this permission in writing at least four months prior to the 
wedding date. He should also submit (1) a Celebret (for bishop or 
priest) and (2) a Letter or Certificate of Suitability for Ministry from 
the diocese or religious institute in which he is incardinated to the 
Diocese of Nashville (address below) with copies sent to St. Edward. 

 

Diocese of Nashville Office of the Chancellor  
2800 McGavock Pk  
Nashville, TN 37214 
 

iii. Altar servers 

Altar services can be requested but are not generally available for 
weddings. Any altar servers not supplied by St. Edward must be 
approved by and coordinated with St. Edward Church staff avoid 
duplication of duties. Family members and guests may serve as altar 



servers if they have been approved by St. Edward clergy and trained 
to serve at St. Edward prior to the wedding rehearsal. 

iv. Lectors 

Lectors must be Catholics in good standing with prior experience, 
who understand that their obligation to read from approved 
scriptures as 4given in the lectionary for mass. Lectors must attend 
the wedding rehearsal to practice their part in the ceremony. 

v. Ushers 

Ushers should attend the Wedding Rehearsal and be given specific 
instructions as to what is expected of them.  

vi. Music 

Couples who wish to have music at their wedding must contact the 
Director of Sacred Music to arrange music. In order to maintain a 
sacred atmosphere, recorded music is not allowed. The Director is 
ultimately responsible for approval of music choices. 

vii. Misc. 

Unity candles, sand pouring, and similar secular customs are not 
permissible during the wedding ceremony.  

2. Fees 

a. Security Deposit 

A fully refundable security deposit of $250 is due upon scheduling for all weddings.  

b. Parishioners 

If the bride, groom, or one of their parents is a registered, active, participating 
parishioner in good standing, there is no fee for the use of the church. Donations 
are appreciated.  

c. Non-Parishioners 

If neither the bride, groom, or their parents are registered parishioners, including 
if they attend St. Edward but are not registered, active parishioners, a non-
refundable facility use fee of $500 is payable by six months prior to the wedding 
date. Failure to make payment will result in loss of reservation. 

d. Payment to Celebrant 



While there is no fee for the celebrant, it is customary to give a gift of one’s 
choosing.  

e. Musician Fees 

Music fees are $300 each for the keyboardist and cantor. The Music Director's fee 
is $125. In the event a group larger than keyboard + cantor is requested (ex. 
additional instrumentalists, SATB quartet), those fees will be communicated with 
the couple. Payment is due in full at the rehearsal, and may be handed to Music 
Director, keyboardist, or pastor. 

f. Cancellations & Refunds 

Reservations can be rescheduled at any point in time, but couples should give as 
much notice as possible of any changes. Refunds for cancellations will be given 
upon request.  

3. Decorations 

Decorations must adhere to the following guidelines: 

a. Flowers 

i. Flowers are permitted in several locations in the sanctuary, including 
on the pillars on either side of the tabernacle, in front of the ambo, 
and in front of the statutes of Sts. Mary and Joseph. Flowers are not 
permitted on or in front of the altar.  

1. Flowers in the sanctuary can either be removed following the 
ceremony, or donated to St. Edward for use in the following 
days after the wedding. 

ii. The couple may decorate the nave with flowers that do not obstruct 
the flow of the pews. Flowers are permitted on the end of pews, so 
long as they are affixed in a  manner that will not damage the pews. 
Any damage to pews, or any other part of the church will be 
subtracted from the security deposit.  

1. Flowers in the nave must be removed promptly after the 
ceremony. Failure to remove them will result in deductions 
from the security deposit for staff time to clean and dispose of 
the flowers.  

iii. Flowers may not be intentionally dropped by a flower girl or any 
member of the wedding party.  

iv. Silk or plastic flowers are not permitted in the sanctuary. 



v. All arrangements must be prepared by the florist before they are 
brought to the church. The florist must provide adequate protection 
for the floor, carpet, rugs, altar, ambo and furniture.  

vi. Flowers must be delivered, at minimum, two hours before the 
ceremony is to start. Arrangements for floral drop offs should be 
made with the Wedding Coordinator. 

b. Signage 

i. Signs should be kept to the front courtyard of the church. Any 
signage intended to be affixed to any part of the church must be pre-
approved by the Wedding Coordinator.  

ii. Signage must be removed promptly after the ceremony. Any signs 
left will be removed by Wedding Coordinator and a fee will be 
deducted from deposit for staff time.  

c. Other Décor 

i. Couples are responsible for setting up and taking down any 
additional decoration, which must be approved at least one month 
before the wedding by the Wedding Coordinator. 

ii. No decorations may be hung from the walls or columns of the church. 

iii. Loose glitter and confetti in and/or outside the church is prohibited. 

iv. Throwing rice or birdseed in and/or outside the church is prohibited. 

v. Additional candles to those already in the church are prohibited. 

vi. No church furniture or appointments are to be moved by any 
member of the wedding party, and will not be moved by wedding 
staff.  

vii. The use of an aisle runner is prohibited. 

viii. The use of animals or wildlife in the church or on parish grounds is 
prohibited.  

d. Timing of Decoration 

The Wedding Coordinator will typically be at the parish two hours before the start 
of the wedding. Additional time may or may not be available, depending on the 
availability of the church. If you require additional time, you will need to request 
that a minimum of a month in advance of the wedding with the Wedding 



Coordinator. The church is generally locked and you will not have access to the 
church without advance notice to the Wedding Coordinator.  

4. Dress & Attire 

a. Bridal Party Attire 

Couples should adhere to general Catholic standards of modesty and propriety. 
While modesty is not objective, brides should seek to cover shoulders, backs, and 
cleavage. If a bride has questions as to the propriety of a specific dress, she should 
check in with the Wedding Coordinator for advice. 

i. Dressing Facilities 

St. Edward does not have dressing facilities available.  

b. Guest Attire 

Attire for quests should be semi-formal to formal and should be indicated on the 
invitation.  

5. Photography & Videography 

a. Photography 

Photography is an important part of any wedding. In order to preserve the sacred 
atmosphere of the nuptial mass, St. Edward’s requires wedding photographers 
adhere to the following guidelines: 

i. Only one photographer is permitted to shoot during the ceremony. 

ii. The photographer should strive to be as discreet as possible during 
the ceremony.  

iii. No flashes or artificial lighting may be used during the ceremony, 
especially during the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  

iv. Photographs may not be taken inside the church prior to the 
ceremony. 

v. Photography is permitted after the ceremony for thirty minutes in 
the church.  

b. Videography 

Videography is permitted, although not preferred. Videographers must adhere to 
the following guidelines: 

i. Only one videographer is permitted. The videographer must have 
one self-contained camera. 



ii. Additional audio equipment is permitted on the ambo, provided that 
it is not visible to the congregants. No additional microphones or 
audio equipment will be permitted on the person of the celebrant.  

iii. Video may be recorded after the ceremony for thirty minutes after 
the ceremony.  

c. Livestreaming  

St. Edward’s does not currently have the capacity to livestream weddings.  

6. Conduct 

For both the rehearsal and the wedding, couples and their guests should remember 
that St. Edward is a church, a sacred place of worship where the Blessed Sacrament 
is reserved. It is not a museum or a rental hall. The conduct of the wedding party 
and guests should reflect the sacredness of the place. There should be no shouting, 
loud noise, or improper conduct inside the church. Eating, drinking and the use of 
tobacco/nicotine products are not allowed inside the church or on church property. 
It is absolutely forbidden to bring alcoholic beverages on the grounds of the church 
or inside the church itself, except for a licensed vendor contracted for a reception.  

Drunkenness and the consumption of alcohol will not be tolerated. If any member 
of the wedding party comes to the wedding or the rehearsal in any form of 
intoxication, the wedding may be postponed or cancelled. Inebriation of a member 
of the couple being married has serious consequences for the validity of the 
marriage.  

The bride and groom will ultimately be held responsible for the conduct and 
behavior of the wedding party and guests inside St. Edward Church and on parish 
grounds. This also includes leaving the church and property neat, clean and free of 
damage.  

  



 
Acknowledgement 

 
We, ______________ and ______________, do hereby acknowledge that we 
are aware of and will abide by all the policies and procedures set forth by St. 
Edward Church. We understand and consent that if any of the policies or 
procedures are not met, we forfeit our security deposit.  
 
_________________________________  
Signature  
 
_________________________________  
Signature  
 
______________  
Date 

 

 
 
 
 


