
A Prayer for Making a Spiritual Communion  
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most holy Eucharist. I love you above all 

things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive 

you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were 

already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from 

you. Amen  

—————————— 
PRAYER FOR THE WEARING OF MASKS 

“Holy Spirit, whose very breath brought creation into existence, Grant me the grace to wear 
this mask, with all its discomforts and inconveniences, in wisdom and charity. Help me to bear 
this cross which I carry for the most vulnerable among us. Hold us all close in your care and 

bring this pandemic to a swift end.   Amen.”  
 

————————————- 
 

A Prayer for Protection in Time of Pandemic  
O Mary, you always brighten our path as a sign of  salvation and of hope. We entrust our-
selves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain while remaining 
steadfast in faith.  
 
O loving Mother, you know what we need, and we are confident you will provide for us as at 
Cana in Galilee. Intercede for us with your Son Jesus, the Divine Physician, for those who 
have fallen ill, for those who are vulnerable, and for those who have died. Intercede also for 
those charged with protecting the health and safety of others and for those who are tending 
to the sick and seeking a cure.  
 
Help us, O Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do as we are 
told by Jesus, who took upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows, so as to lead 
us, through the Cross, to the glory of the Resurrection. Amen.  
 
Under thy protection we seek refuge, O Holy Mother of God. In our needs, despise not our 
petitions, but deliver us always from all dangers, O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen.  

Adapted from the prayer of Pope Francis 
 

——————————————- 
 

PANDEMIC HOME BLESSING 

Almighty and eternal God, our refuge in every danger to whom we turn in our distress: In faith we pray 

make this home a sanctuary from illness and disease, and keep far from it all anxiety and fear. May 

Christ dwell here, among us and within us. Bless those who reside here. As we face restrictions and 

quarantines, help us seek your face. Grant us the courage to follow the heart of your Son, who often re-

treated to quiet spaces to seek solace and intercede on behalf of others. Look with compassion on the 

afflicted, grant eternal rest to the dead, comfort to mourners, healing to the sick, peace to the dying. Give 

strength to healthcare workers, wisdom to our leaders, and the courage to reach out to all in love, so that 

together we may give glory to your holy name. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who 

lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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WEEKDAY MASSES 

Tuesday & Thursday 
Mass 9:00 am 

 
 
 

 

WEEKEND MASSES 
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As Announced 
 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays  11:15-12:00 
 

 

FUNERALS, MARRIAGES, 

BAPTISMS 

By arrangement 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like to have a Mass 
intention said for a friend or 
loved one, please  contact the 
Parish office. There are many 
dates currently available. 

https://stfrancis.vermontcatholic.org/
mailto:2secretarystfrancis@comcast.net


MASS INTENTIONS  
Saturday  04/03  8:00pm—Easter Vigil 
  For all those for whom Easter Flower offerings have been made 
 
 Sunday  04/04  10:30am 
   For all those for whom Easter Flower offerings have been made 
 
Tuesday  04/06  9:00am 
   For Russell and Esther Danielson 
 
 Thursday   04/08  9:00am 
   For Father Rick’s siblings and their families 
 
 Saturday  04/10  6:00pm 
  For the Parishioners and Benefactors of St. Francis of Assisi 
 
 Sunday  04/11  10:30am 
   For the repose of the soul of Pete Barbour by Barbara Barbour 

MASS ATTENDANCE 
      

   March 7  73 
   March 14  74 
   March 21  82 
   March 28  85 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please remember in your prayers:  Peg Grimard, Dale West, Jan Lepisko, Lisa Moeller, Kathy 
Whited, Rhonda McFarland, Christiane Zue, Claire Harlow, Elinor    Garcia, Nancy LaBounty, 
Sandra Carney, Joan Schuyler, Renee Bowling, John Ayers, David Dillon, Joseph  Farley, John 
Scanlon, Ron Poulin, Archer David Ruzik and Doreen Aube. 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of:  William Tansey, Peter Kilfeather, Masie Ayers, 
Gerald Lepisko, Father Raphael Kakwavu Nyabenda, Paul Koch, Peter Toepfer, Phil Turgeon, 
Shirley Bates, Hugh Duling, Phil Salzano, Anne Juzwiak, Nancy Levesque, Joan Lemire, Freida 
Leneau, Nancy Marsden, Nancy Hall, Earl White Sr., Charles Rushia, Mark Curtis, Margaret 
Rising, Florence Parent, and Officer Kevin Valencia 

OFFERINGS 
Offerings Report for FY 2021 

Weekly Offertory for March 28, 2021:   $1,897.00 
Weekly Offertory Goal:                          $1,951.14 
 
Offertory Collected (Year to Date):       $62,172.00 
Offertory Year to Date Goal:                 $76,094.46 
 
Donations/Fees (fuel fund, stipends etc.) received in addition to Offertory: 
March 28, 2021:                                   $100.00 
 
Total Donations/Fees (Year to Date):                $ 8,026.00 
Donation/Fee Year to Date Goal ($935.12/wk): $42,737.32 
 

In addition to regular offertory and donations, we received $100.00 for Easter Flower offerings.  
We also received $10 for the Holy Land/Good Friday collection. 
 

Message from Fr. Rick, 
 

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus 

“He has been raised; He is not here.” 

Very early one Sunday morning, two women 
with heavy hearts went to the tomb of a 
friend to anoint his body, a final gesture of 
love for their friend who had been hastily 
buried only two days earlier. St. Mark,     
another friend, wrote a few years later about 
what happened next: 

To their utter bewilderment, the two Marys 
find in the tomb, not the body of their Master 
Jesus of Nazareth, but a young man clothed 
in white who says to them: “Do not be 
amazed! You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the 
crucified. He has been raised; He is not 
here. Behold the place where they laid 
Him...“  

St. Mark quite correctly emphasizes the  
utterly baffled, utterly astonished reaction of 
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 
James. Over the next several years other 
friends, Apostles of Jesus, would also     
record on paper the events of that Sunday 
morning that forever changed the history of 
the world. Although each Gospel account 
has its own unique features, all of them  
capture, with complete candor and honesty, 
the incredulous, stunned, and baffled      
reaction to the Resurrection. And who could 
blame them? Nothing quite like the        
Resurrection had ever happened before to 
anyone. To be sure, Jesus had raised   
Lazarus, His dear friend, only a week or so 
earlier from death, and there had been a 
couple of other cases where Jesus had 
raised someone from death (the daughter of 
Jairus, the son of the widow of Nain) but  

Lazarus, the daughter of Jairus, and the 
widow’s son were raised back to mortal 
life. All three of them eventually died. 

But this, this was different: over the next 
several days and weeks immediately after 
Easter, Jesus demonstrates over and over 
again that He has transcended death. This 
world of time and space can no longer 
contain Him. He appears and disappears. 
Sometime His disciples do not              
immediately recognize Him. The scars of 
His crucifixion are still visible, but He 
wears them like badges of honor. 

In other words Jesus’ Resurrection       
introduces a new power in the world:    
Jesus, the Resurrection and Life. Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI puts it like this: 
“...only if Jesus is risen has anything really 
new occurred that changes the world and 
the situation of mankind... For then God 
has truly revealed Himself.” (Jesus of Naz-
areth: Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, 2011)/ 
 
Alleluia, Christ is Risen!  Indeed, He is 
truly Risen, Alleluia!  
 

VERMONT CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 
The Spring issue of Vermont Catholic has    
arrived!  Pick up yours as you leave Mass. 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 
We have 5 students who will be receiving the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time on 
Saturday, April 17th at 11:00am.  This is a great 
opportunity for all of us to set example by com-
ing to receive the Sacrament as well.  All are 
welcome on that day or any Saturday from 
11:15am-12:00noon. 
 
These students will also be receiving the Sacra-
ment of Holy Eucharist for the first time on Sun-
day, May 16th at the 10:30am Mass.  Please 
keep them and their families in your prayers. 


