
Pope’s 2022 September prayer intention: For 

abolition of the death penalty 
 

A fascinating modern context: Book Review 

“After analyzing the prices of hundreds of commodities, goods, and services spanning two 

centuries, Marian Tupy and Gale Pooley found that resources became more abundant as 

the population grew. That was especially true when they looked at “time prices,” which 

represent the length of time that people must work to buy something. To their surprise, the 

authors also found that resource abundance increased faster than the population—a 

relationship that they call “superabundance.” On average, every additional human being 

created more value than he or she consumed. This relationship between population growth 

and abundance is deeply counterintuitive, yet it is true.” 

(barnesandnoble.com/w/superabundance-marian-l-tupy/1140325928) 

 

Pope John Paul II 

1993, Veritatis Splendor 

“Reason attests that there are objects of the human act which are by their nature "incapable 

of being ordered" to God, because they radically contradict the good of the person made in 

his image. These are the acts which, in the Church's moral tradition, have been termed 

"intrinsically evil" (intrinsece malum): they are such always and per se, in other words, on 

account of their very object, and quite apart from the ulterior intentions of the one acting 

and the circumstances.” #80 

{CCC #1753 “A good intention (for example, that of helping one's neighbor) does 

not make behavior that is intrinsically disordered, such as lying and calumny, good 

or just. The end does not justify the means.”} 

 

1995, Evangelium Vitae  

[John Paul II immediately applied the designation of "intrinsically evil" to the acts of 

abortion and euthanasia. In the Gospel of life he taught that no good intention justify 

these are means. In the same document, using different terms, the pope made a more 

nuanced analysis of the death penalty.] 

“In the same perspective there is evidence of a growing public opposition to the death 

penalty, even when such a penalty is seen as a kind of "legitimate defence" on the part of 

society. Modern society in fact has the means of effectively suppressing crime by rendering 

criminals harmless without definitively denying them the chance to reform.” #27 

 

 

 

 



Pope Francis  

In 2018, Pope Francis added content to the CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC 

CHURCH regarding the death penalty. While Pope John Paul II had already included 

statements from the Gospel of Life in the Catechism, Pope Francis made a revision, 

mainly through the following addition.  

Paragraph #2267 (revised) 

“Consequently, the Church teaches, in the light of the Gospel, that ‘the death penalty is 

inadmissible because it is an attack on the inviolability and dignity of the person’,[1] and 

she works with determination for its abolition worldwide.” [Francis, Address to 

Participants in the Meeting organized by the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the 

New Evangelization, 11 October 2017: L’Osservatore Romano, 13 October 2017, 5.] 

 

In 2020 Fratelli Tutti repeated similar sayings, also quoting Evangelium Vitae.  

“Let us keep in mind that “not even a murderer loses his personal dignity, and God himself 

pledges to guarantee this”.[EV#9] The firm rejection of the death penalty shows to what 

extent it is possible to recognize the inalienable dignity of every human being and to accept 

that he or she has a place in this universe. If I do not deny that dignity to the worst of 

criminals, I will not deny it to anyone.” #269 

 

Related teachings of the catechism for the context of terminology 

CCC2263 The legitimate defense of persons and societies is not an exception to the 

prohibition against the murder of the innocent that constitutes intentional killing. 

"The act of self-defense can have a double effect: the preservation of one's own life; 

and the killing of the aggressor. . . . The one is intended, the other is not."65 

CCC2264 Love toward oneself remains a fundamental principle of morality. 

Therefore it is legitimate to insist on respect for one's own right to life. Someone 

who defends his life is not guilty of murder even if he is forced to deal his aggressor 

a lethal blow 

These show that the moral theology for analyzing the death penalty is nuanced, and 

different from the moral prohibitions in Evangelium Vitae.  

 

Summary 

Pope Francis’s chosen term of “Inadmissible” is a challenge to an argument for the 

necessity for a “capital punishment” policy, justified under double effect, for societal self-

defense. The term is not a technical definition making an absolute prohibition against a 

single kind of action, nor is it a change to a doctrine of unqualified pacifism. It rather 

indicates the modern context, and the essential goal of the Gospel to strive relentlessly for 

the conversion of the sinner: “society can effectively repress crime without definitively 

depriving offenders of the possibility of redeeming themselves” (Pope Francis: Vatican 

New, Sept. 2022). 

 



Thursday September 29, 9:00am-10:00am at St. John Vianney Church, South 

Burlington, Fr. Timothy Naples will give a coffee hour presentation on the pro-life 

theme in Pope Francis’s September prayer intention, “for the abolition of the death 

penalty throughout the world.” Parishioners of area parishes are welcome.  

 

All the recent Pope’s have spoken out against the use of the death penalty as a 

penal policy in society. Catholic Bishops in America have repeatedly advocated for 

its abolishment, and Pope Francis has introduced a personally chosen term , calling 

it “inadmissible.” This development in the force of the Magisterium’s moral 

exhortations on the value of human life and the hope of redemption has a 

theological history behind it. Our presentation will read from the popes and the 

Catechism, helping us to know and to live the all commandments of the Lord 

through the focus on the value of human life.  
 

 

USCCB website/initiative on the death penalty 

 
 

 



Pope John Paul II, Evangelium Viatae #56. 

This is the context in which to place the problem of the death penalty. 

On this matter there is a growing tendency, both in the Church and in 

civil society, to demand that it be applied in a very limited way or 

even that it be abolished completely. The problem must be viewed in 

the context of a system of penal justice ever more in line with human 

dignity and thus, in the end, with God's plan for man and society. The 

primary purpose of the punishment which society inflicts is "to 

redress the disorder caused by the offence".46 Public authority must 

redress the violation of personal and social rights by imposing on the 

offender an adequate punishment for the crime, as a condition for the 

offender to regain the exercise of his or her freedom. In this way 

authority also fulfils the purpose of defending public order and 

ensuring people's safety, while at the same time offering the offender 

an incentive and help to change his or her behaviour and be 

rehabilitated. 47 

It is clear that, for these purposes to be achieved, the nature and extent 

of the punishment must be carefully evaluated and decided upon, and 

ought not go to the extreme of executing the offender except in cases 

of absolute necessity: in other words, when it would not be possible 

otherwise to defend society. Today however, as a result of steady 

improvements in the organization of the penal system, such cases are 

very rare, if not practically non-existent. 

In any event, the principle set forth in the new Catechism of the 

Catholic Church remains valid: "If bloodless means are sufficient to 

defend human lives against an aggressor and to protect public order 

and the safety of persons, public authority must limit itself to such 

means, because they better correspond to the concrete conditions of 

the common good and are more in conformity to the dignity of the 

human person" 
 

https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031995_evangelium-vitae.html#%241A
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031995_evangelium-vitae.html#%241B

