
Mass Schedule & Intentions 
December 16th—25th, 2023 

 
12/16 SATURDAY 

Third Sunday of Advent 
4:30pm Mass: +Peter Scheuermann 

 

12/17 SUNDAY 
Third Sunday of Advent 

8:00am Mass: People of the parish  
& Intentions of Cathy Davis 
10:30am Mass: +Sheila Graff 

 
12/18 MONDAY 
11am Adoration 

12pm Mass: Intentions of Ken Rauseo 
 

12/19 TUESDAY 
7:30am Adoration 

8:30am Mass: +Carol Ann Smith 
 

12/20 WEDNESDAY—NO MASS @ BSC 
 

12/21 THURSDAY—NO MASS @ BSC 
 

12/22 FRIDAY 
7:30am Adoration 

8:30am Mass: Intentions of Linda Sands 
 

12/23 SATURDAY 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

4:30pm Mass: +Ferrari Family 
 

12/24 SUNDAY 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8:00am Mass: People of the parish  
10:30am Mass: +Anderson and O’Donnell families 

 
12/24 SUNDAY—CHRISTMAS VIGIL 

5pm Mass: +Dr. George Jennings 
 

12/25 MONDAY—CHRISTMAS 
12am Midnight: +Johnny Keefe 
10am Mass: +Natalina Toffolo 

 

 

MOST HOLY NAME OF JESUS MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday—No Mass 
Tuesday—4pm Adoration, 5pm Mass 
Wednesday—11am Adoration,12pm Mass 
Thursday— 8am Adoration, 9am Mass 
Friday—8am Adoration, 9am Mass 
Saturday—4pm 
Sunday—8am, 10:30am; Christmas Eve—4pm 
Christmas—Midnight, 10am 

Maple Fundraiser 2023! 
There’s still time to order the perfect Christmas or celebra-
tion gift—think ahead for graduations and other milestones! 
Proceeds to benefit the drafty window replacement pro-
ject. Just $150 per case of twelve 8 oz bottles will provide 
you unforgettable Christmas gifts or a sweet "Thank You" 
for your clients.  Orders can be placed online or forms are 
available in the back of the church. Send your photo, logo, or text to 
mary.skelton@gmail.com and she will create a sample to approve. Turna-
round is 24-48 hours. 
 

4th Sunday of Advent v. Christmas Obligations 
December 24 falls on a Sunday this year. Note there are two obligations – 
for the 4th Sunday of Advent and for the Solemnity of Christmas. The 
obligation for the 4th Sunday of Advent is fulfilled by a vigil Mass on 
Saturday, December 23 or Mass on the morning of December 24. 
The obligation for Christmas (a Holy Day of Obligation) is fulfilled by 
Mass in the late afternoon/evening of December 24 (after 4pm) or on De-
cember 25.  

 

BSC Masses for Christmas weekend 
4th Sunday of Advent Masses—regular Mass times: Sat, Dec 23, 4pm 
and Sun, Dec 24, 8am & 10am 
Christmas Masses: Sun, Dec 24, 5pm with Religious Ed students per-
forming a Christmas pageant at 4:30pm; Sun, Dec 25, 12am & 10am 

 

MHNJ Masses for Christmas weekend 

4th Sunday of Advent Masses—regular Mass times: Sat, Dec 23, 4pm 
and Sun, Dec 24,  8am & 10am 
Christmas Masses: Sun, Dec 24, 4pm and Sun, Dec 25, 12am & 10am 
 

 

Eileen George Prayer Group: It’s that time of year again, to ex-

perience God’s love.  Join us December 17, 2pm for a showing of Eileen 
George’s DVD A Christmas Miracle. In the Crosby Center at Most Holy 
Name of Jesus. All are invited. 

 

Note on Christmas Donations: If you want to make a specific do-

nation to Fr. Jon or Fr. Paul, please make your check out to them direct-
ly or put their name on the envelope.  

 

Christmas Pageant– Come support the 

children of our parish by attending our pageant 
before the 5pm Christmas Eve Mass. The pageant 
starts at 4:30. 

 

 

 
 

Head to: 
formed.org/
signup, enter 
05661 as the zip 
code, and set up 
your free account 
today 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
 Perhaps the most iconic hymn of the Advent season is, 
“Veni, Veni, Emmauel” or “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
– and for good reason!  While the words have their root in 
the Bible (mostly Old Testament), the lyrics trace back to 
monasteries from the 8th century.  They adapt what is 
known as the “O Antiphons” – seven special titles attribut-
ed to the Messiah that conclude the final week of Advent as 
a proximate preparation for Christmas that enrich the 
meaning of the mystery of the Incarnation.  Each antiphon 
begins as follows: 
 

O Sapentia (Wisdom) 
O Adonai (Hebrew word for God) 
O Radix Jesse (stem or root of Jesse) 
O Clavis David (key of David) 
O Oriens (dayspring) 
O Rex genitium (King of the Gentiles) 
O Emmanuel 
 

Interestingly, each of these names were chosen and or-
dered to reveal a hidden meaning of the ‘O Antiphons.’  
When the first letter of each of the titles in Latin is put to-
gether, it spells the acronym, “SARCORE.”  When read 
backwards, as one is leading up to Christmas, the letters 
form a two-word acrostic, “ERO CRAS,” which is Latin 
for, “I will be present tomorrow.” 

That haunting melody traces back to a 15th century 
French missal discovered in Lisbon, Portugal, and it was 
chanted during a funeral procession while carrying the 
body from the Church to the cemetery.  How fitting that a 
melody used to mark the end of one’s earthly life would 
now become the tone that begins the new liturgical year.  
Consider the powerful image which matches the order of 
nature around us – out of the darkness and the cold comes 
the Light of the world who brings forth the warmth of the 
Father’s love.  

The experience of both lyrics and melody together are 
meant to evoke a time in history when the people of Israel 
longed for the fulfillment of God’s promise to send the 
Messiah, and one experiences this deep desire awaken with-
in.  It is this desire that Christians embrace as we long for 
the celebration of a Father who keeps his promises and sent 
His only Son to save us.    

 
With Mary 

In Jesus, 
Fr. Jon 
 

All 7 verses in Latin – beautiful and chilling: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqWT9oE6EUk 
 
Cello and piano: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iO7ySn-Swwc 

 

Religious Education 
Upcoming sessions/snack families: 
~12/17—Caroling at West Branch– 
please meet there at 4pm (park in 
back) and bring cookies, treats to share with the 
residents 
 

Next week’s 2nd collection is for Fuel. 
 

Young Adult Advent Potluck  
and Vespers  

12/17 at Mary Theotokos with Fr. Curtis Miller 
from Barton. Evening starts with a potluck at 
5pm, followed by Vespers and Adoration. 572 
Lake Rd, West Burke, 05871. 

* Includes Giving Tuesday  
Lessons & Carols Services 

~12/17, 2pm: Our Lady of the Snows will host 
Lessons and Carols. This year again features sing-
ers from Thomas Aquinas College (Northfield, 
Massachusetts), and Ruth Tintle and her husband 
Leigh. An outdoor reception of warm drinks and 
dessert will follow. 
 

Sing We Now Noel— 
a celebration of Christmas and seasonal music 
with Dr. Tortolano. Sunday, December 17, 2pm at 
Chapel of St. Michael at St. Michael’s College, 
Colchester. Free will offering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Caroling at West Branch: Sun, Dec 17, 4-
5:30pm 

 NO SOULCORE: Fri, Dec 22 

 Christmas Masses (see note): Sun, Dec 24, 
5pm w/ Christmas pageant starting at 4:30pm; 
Mon, Dec 25: 12am and 10am 

 Office closed: Mon, Dec 25—Fri, Dec 29 

 NO SOULCORE: Fri, Dec 29 

 Soulcore: Fri, Jan5th, 9:15am 

 

Blessed Sacrament Venmo  

November Financials 
 2023 2022 

Offertory  $7,437 $6,355 

E-Giving $3,970 $3,635 

Donations* $23,814 $20,040 

Total  $35,221  $30,030 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Carrie Wilson, Head of School  
(802) 888-4758      www.bjams.org  

https://bscvt.com/maple-fundraiser
formed.org/signup
formed.org/signup
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqWT9oE6EUk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iO7ySn-Swwc



