
HOLY CROSS PARISH 
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 

MARCH 6, 2018 

Attending:  Father William Beaudin, Council Chairperson John Devino, Nancy Burke, 
Ann Culver, Marcia Devino, Mary Kobera, Dick Martel, Patti Peters, Alan Sexton, Stan 
Willard. 

In advance of the meeting the following items had been distributed to the members of 
the Parish Council (the Council): 

 Meeting Agenda. 

 Draft Minutes from the February 6, 2018 meeting of the Council. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:31 pm. 

Opening Prayer   
Father Beaudin led those present in an opening prayer. 

Review and Approval of Minutes 
The Council reviewed the draft minutes from the February 6th meeting of the Council.  
Stan Willard’s name was added to those attending. The Council then voted to approve 
the minutes from that meeting. 

Commission Reports 
The Council reviewed the most recent reports from the various Parish Commissions.  
Highlights from those reports included the following items: 

 LITURGY 

 Chairperson John Devino distributed an e-mail sent by Liturgy Commission 
chairperson, Margaret Vigneau. In that e-mail, she indicated the following: 

 The bulk of the meeting was spent discussing and planning Holy Week activities. 

 The Holy Week schedule that had been followed for the past few years was 
reviewed with Father Beaudin, and he only had one change.  He asked that the 
Christian Seder meal be provided as a free will offering only. 

 All other plans from Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday were finalized. 

 There will be no Liturgy meeting in March. 

 FAITH FORMATION 

 No news.  After the meeting, Chairperson John Devino received an e-mail from 
the director of Faith Formation, Dorine Boucher indicating that: 

 There was little to report. 

 Monday, March 12th the second grade will be making their First Reconcilliation. 

 SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

 Nothing to report. 



 SOCIAL CONCERNS 
 It was noted that Father Beaudin is the only one that visits the homebound. 
 A question was asked if additional assistance was needed.  Father Beaudin 

stated that none was needed at this time. 
 The meal for ANEW is tonight.  It was noted that a few new parishioners had 

signed up to participate, possible in response to a general e-mail that was sent 
out.  

 FINANCE 
 Meetings are on schedule. 
 Holy Cross Senior housing received a separate bill for the Stormwater 

Abatement. 
 The lease with Holy Cross Senior Housing has been re-negotiated, and a new 

lease fee agreement has been established. 
 The membership of the Holy Cross Senior Housing Board has been updated. 

 YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE 
 No news. 
 It was mentioned that Andrew Ghigliotti speak with past member Jordan 

DeMatteis about other ideas for increasing participation. 

 WEBSITE (www.holycrossvt.org) 
 Continues to do well.  
 Alan Sexton requested that each Parish Council member visit the website and 

provide him with any suggested improvements. It is his goal to streamline the 
site. 

 The website is secure.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 The members of the parish who attended the AED presentation given at the 

Diocesan Offices will meet to view a DVD specific to the AED model that was 
purchased by Holy Cross Parish. It was suggested that in the event of a medical 
emergency, an announcement be made asking fellow parishioners to move out 
of the way. 

 Other churches in our area will be approached by Father Beaudin in an outreach 
effort.  Father Beaudin stated that we are all brothers and sisters in Christ and 
should strive for Christian unity. 

 In an effort to re-engage occasional Catholics, a suggestion was made that we 
have greeters present at each Mass.  Ann Culver will speak to her students to 
see if they would be willing to participate, and report back to John Devino. 

 Parish Council members are encouraged to ask other parishioners to participate 
in the “Getting to Know Your Fellow Parishioners” program. 

Note: On March 8, 2018 (following the conclusion of this meeting) Chairperson 
Devino forwarded to the other members of the Council an email he had received 

http://www.holycrossvt.org/


from Judy Cain (who had been unable to attend this meeting).  That email included 
the following message: 

“One thing I had thought to bring up was to suggest that each Parish Council 
member be challenged to reach out to a parishioner or two, to participate in 
either the coffee hour or the grocery card sale.  If there are some single folks 
attending mass, perhaps they would sign up with another single member, etc.  I 
hope I am not making unwanted demands of the PC members.  (Chris and I both 
feel that the coffee hour is an important event that should take place every week 
to keep all of the parishioners communicating with each other.” 

NEW BUSINESS 
 Parish council candidates 

 The following parishioners have been identified as possible Parish Council 
members: Ann Culver, Christine Legget, Andrew and Paula Trainer.  
Father Beaudin will speak to each of them individually.  We need two new 
members to take the places of Marcia Devino and Mary Kobera, who have 
reached their term limits. 

 Children’s Participation 
 It was suggested that Dorine Boucher be approached concerning the 

possibility of a bottle drive. 
 

ITEMS FROM FATHER BEAUDIN 
 Father Beaudin expressed his appreciation to Marcia and Mary for their years of 

dedicated service to the parish. 
 Father Beaudin expressed his pride in how well the Lenten Day of Reflection, 

held here at Holy Cross, was received. He stated that he heard many positive 
comments from fellow priests and Cardinal Tobin, from Newark, about our facility 
particularly the banners in the Sanctuary.  

NEXT MEETING DATE 
 The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 3rd at 6:30 pm.  

CLOSING PRAYER 
 The members of the council were led in a closing prayer by Father Beaudin. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

without objection at 7:45 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

       
Patricia Peters 


