
The Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                    August 16, 2020 

                                                     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, August 15 
5:30pm – Abe Madkour by John Bradbury 
 
Sunday, August 16 
8:00am – Barbara Brewster by Sylvia Jolivette            
10:00am  - John Casale by the Family 
  
Monday, August 17 
8:00am  – Lou Tomasso by Linda Berrettini McGinnis 
 
Tuesday, August 18 
8:00am  –  Healing for Pamula Mary Woods 
                  by Mark Templeton  
 
Wednesday, August 19 
 8:00am  -  Healing for Matt Young 
                   by Alberta Harrington 
 
Thursday, August 20 
8:00am – Dorothy Leubert by daughter, Carolyn Smith 
 
Friday, August 21 
8:00am – Well being for the Bielawski Family  
                by Ewa Bielawska 
 
Saturday, August 22 
5:30pm – Deceased Members of Galvin Family  
                by Harold and Kathleen Hogstrom 
 
Sunday, August 23 
8:00am – Pro Populo            
10:00am  - Monica Mazurkiecz by Tom Michaels 
                  
 

Let us remember in prayer: 
 

For the sick, the dying and those who care for them. 
 
 
 

 
Dear All,  
 
Latin is a wonderful language; it can express a universe 
of truth or sentiment in fewer words than any other 
language. Today’s lesson, then, focuses on a two-word 
expression: Vae victis! Woe to the vanquished!  
 
That was the expression that ran through my mind as I 
drove through a nearby town the other day and came 
upon our Civil War Memorial – a memorial that no one 
wants to take down! Why not? Because we won and with 
victory comes (here’s a German one-word summary of 
war’s outcome) Siegrecht! The winner is always right! 
That’s why war is never a good way to resolve an issue 
– any issue; no one wants to be a loser. Hence another 
clever expression: Winning the war and losing the peace! 
These little expressions are particularly telling in the case 
of the American Civil War.  
 
If it was a war to save the Union, the Secessionists lost – 
but Reconstruction was a new horror story.  
 
If it was a war to abolish slavery in the Union, individual 
slave owners and ‘slave’ states lost. But it would be hard 
to say that the slave population of the country won. Are 
we now seeing a shooting war? – or just a cultural war? 
– or a moral struggle? -- between Blacks and Whites, to 
see what former slaves can win?  
 
And what will victory look like in such a struggle?  
 
Will it look like Siegrecht? Maybe Khrushchev should 
have the last word here: those who survive will envy 
those who die!  
 
Will it look like equality? Economic equality? Equality 
of population distribution? Proportional participation at 
every level in every endeavor by every group? Consider 
the plight of countries with parliamentary governments! 
Who will preside over this equality and arbitrate its 
failures?  
 
Will it look like equality of opportunity? But what if no 
one of a particular group is interested in taking advantage 
of the opportunity at hand? Do we have to scrap the 
opportunity for lack of interest by part of the citizenry? 
Here’s another slogan for you: We held a war but no one 
showed up – would that!  
 
These are not a preacher’s forays into the world of 
politics or economics! But they are reflections on the real 
pain that happens when people are barred – for whatever  
 

 
 
reason or on whatever rationale – from finding a place to 
live with their neighbors and on the absolute 
hopelessness of a war – political, economic, social, 
moral, educational or any other kind – to secure the 
flourishing of all the contestants.  
 
“Community organizing” is a profession in bad repute in 
some quarters. But ‘community building’ runs through 
the whole of the New Testament as the fullest possible 
expression of acceptance of God’s sole Kingdom. This 
happens as individuals and groups come to surrender 
every distinction that might be read as superiority to 
someone else. As Saint Paul says: You are neither slave 
nor free, male of female, Jews or Gentiles; all are one in 
Christ Jesus.  
 
Clearly, non-Christians will not share this insight. For 
them the path to a single society lies in the discovery of 
a single shared humanity and branding as something less 
than human when they fail to recognize and live this 
humanity. Christians, however, have a head start on this. 
And that is my theological and pastoral point.  
 
Really and truly and pastorally yours,  
 
tm  
 

 

Preparation for the Christ Our Hope:  
Building a Vibrant Church 

 campaign is in the final stages. 
As you know, Christ Our Savior Parish will enjoy 
campaign benefits too by receiving 60% of the funds we 
raise. Parish leadership will use those funds to renovate 
the rectory and take care of the cemeteries needs. The 
other 40% of campaign funding will strengthen our faith 
formation programs (evangelization, education and 
youth ministry), as well as outreach through emergency 
assistance delivered by Vermont Catholic Charities. To 
watch the campaign video and learn more about the goals 
visit: www.christourhopevt.org 
We understand this is a difficult time for many who may 
not be able to financially contribute above their annual 
Bishop’s Appeal gift. We ask that you first consider an 
annual appeal gift and, if you are not able contribute to 
the campaign at this time, please pray for its success and 
support our volunteers and leadership. 
With Christ at the center of this campaign, we know 
whatever we raise will be used for His glory. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
Thank you for supporting the Bishop's Annual Appeal in 
the past and in this 2020 Campaign! Our pledge goal 
progress is $ 31,604. toward a total goal of $ 65,958, as 
of August 11th.  
If you have not yet made a gift to the appeal or would 
like to make an additional gift online, visit 
https://vermontcatholic.org/giveonline. 
or call, 802-658-6110 or  mail to : Bishop’s Appeal, 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Burlington, PO Box 1358, 
Williston, VT 05495-1358. 
 

 
 

Catholic Daughters, Court St. Rita 
Please support The Catholic Daughters raffle to raise 
funds to support the neediest among us. Raffle tickets are 
at the exit near the Parish Bulletins. Ticket stubs and 
monies marked CDA may be put in the collection basket 
or mailed to CDA Court St. Rita, PO Box 35, Manchester 
Center, VT 05255. Thank you for your always generous 
help. Drawing will be September 6th. 
Chances are $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00. Thank You! 

 
 

Two Volunteers Still Needed for 
COMMUNITY FOOD CUPBOARD 

As we go to press, 35 of the 37 slots in our August 
staffing schedule for the Community Food Cupboard 
have been filled by 12 people. Still needed: one person 
on two afternoons (1:45-4:15) Wed., Aug. 26 and Thurs., 
Aug. 27.  If you'd like to volunteer, please contact Sue 
Washburn, 325-3525 or  sswashburn@gmail.com. Many 
thanks to all our volunteers! 
 

Great News 
 Worldwide Marriage Encounter has gone "Virtual"! 

To support married couples during this time of social 
distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 
sponsoring a virtual marriage experience called Restore 
– Rekindle – Renew. This Enrichment Experience will 
meet via Zoom for seven sessions on Monday evenings 
September 14 to October 26 from 7-9:30 PM. 
Couples will explore their individual personality styles, 
improve listening and communication skills, understand 
God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to keep 
their relationship a priority. Registration is limited and a 
$100 application fee is required. For more information 
or to apply, call John & Diane Forcier at 802-657-3083 
or visit them at https://wwmevtw.org/. 
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