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Saturday, September 5 
5:30pm – Joanne Keough 
                by Sodality of Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
Sunday, September 6 
8:00am – Julie Michaels 
                by husband Tom and Family            
10:00am  - Dorothy Leubert by Margaret Hughes 
  
Monday, September 7 
8:00am  – Bob Landy by Linda Berrettini McGinnis 
 
Tuesday, September 8 
8:00am  –  Healing for Pamela Mary Woods 
                 by Mark Templeton  
 
Wednesday, September 9 
 8:00am  - Joseph Hara 
 
Thursday, September 10 
8:00am – Wilma Rich 
 
Friday, September 11 
8:00am – Dennis Porterfield 
                by Harold and Kathleen Hogstrom 
 
Saturday, September 12 
5:30pm – Deacon Louis A. Muinier 
                by daughter Collette and Family 
 
Sunday, September 13 
8:00am – Pro Populo               
10:00am  - Wilma M. Adriance by Mary Pisaniello  
                  
 
 

Let us remember in prayer: 
 

For the sick, the dying and those who care for them. 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear All,  
 
As if fiscal reductionism and biological reductionism 
were altogether too confining, there has arisen in recent 
years a new reduction of humanity to pure will. This form 
of reductionist anthropology roots the core of identity as 
a human in the possession of choice that is better attuned 
to a ‘true self’ than is one’s biology or financial status.  
 
In this scheme of things, you cannot tell anything about 
anyone based on what you see. Their true identity is 
hidden from view – even to themselves – and becomes 
known only when society – family, church, economy, 
employers – allow them to try different patterns of 
behavior until they find the one that ‘fits’.  
 
To this end, ‘binary’ vocabulary -- words like 
male/female, husband/wife, father/mother – are deemed 
too constricting of true self-identity and, thus, must 
disappear along with all their related pronouns.  
 
Where societies have accepted this reductionism as the 
coin of cultural realm all sorts of formerly gender-
specific activities, groups and facilities have become 
wide open to one and all.  
 
‘As long as no one gets hurt’ is the only limitation on this 
radical individualism.  
 
To be fair and honest, this ‘will’ reductionism has certain 
affinities with a certain kind of Christian spirituality that 
places no value whatever on the physical aspects of 
human life. Only the will/intention – and the 
intellect/knowledge, in Gnosticism – have any real 
significance. It is also true in such characters as Jim Jones 
and Adolf Hitler who have come to think that what they 
want is what everyone else should have.  
 
Do not drink this Kool-Aid!  
 
Along the way I might mention the pseudo-Freudian 
reduction of all development to Oedipal conflicts and the 
pseudo-Nietzchean reduction of all society to a longing 
for power and control and all the inverted ‘-isms’ that 
find a hated oppression in everything that does not accord 
absolute sovereignty to the formerly oppressed.  
 
I would be grievously remiss if I were to fail to mention 
the recent rebirth of a conflict between religious 
extremists and irreligious thinkers/managers. These are 
‘fundamentalist’ reductionisms, which propose for their 
adherents the view that there is no way for the 
sacred/religious and the secular/scientific to   
 

 
co-exist, Voltaire wanted to ‘crush the unspeakable 
[church] and there are certain strains of religious thought 
that look for the return of a past hegemony of the 
hierarchy in all things or an apocalyptic reversal of the 
trend toward ‘godlessness’ that characterizes their view 
of all around them. On the other hand, are those who 
would prefer that people with religious affiliations and 
sensibilities should check these at the ballot box.  
 

It should be pretty clear, by now, that it is reductionism, 
over-simplification, prejudice, intellectual laziness and 
anomie under the guise of personal freedom that lie at the 
root of much that troubles our world and threatens its 
future as a hospitable setting for humans.  
 

Have I a solution? Not I. But I do think that Catholicism 
offers a view of human nature and human life together 
that offers some hope …. More on that next week ...  
 
Really and truly and weekly yours,  
tm  
 
 

Catholic Daughters, Court St. Rita 
Please support The Catholic Daughters raffle to raise 
funds to support the neediest among us. Raffle tickets are 
at the exit near the Parish Bulletins. Ticket stubs and 
monies marked CDA may be put in the collection basket 
or mailed to CDA Court St. Rita, PO Box 35, Manchester 
Center, VT 05255. Thank you for your always generous 
help. Drawing will be Sunday, September 6th. 
Chances are $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00. Thank You! 

 
 

Great News - Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
has gone "Virtual"! 

To support married couples during this time of social 
distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 
sponsoring a virtual marriage experience called Restore 
– Rekindle – Renew. This Enrichment Experience will 
meet via Zoom for seven sessions on Monday evenings 
September 14 to October 26 from 7-9:30 PM. 
Couples will explore their individual personality styles, 
improve listening and communication skills, understand 
God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to keep their 
relationship a priority. Registration is limited and a $100 
application fee is required. For more information or to 
apply, call John & Diane Forcier at 802-657-3083 or visit 
them at https://wwmevtw.org/. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Christ Our Hope Campaign 
Building a Vibrant Church 

 

Deuteronomy 15:10  “You shall surely give to him, and 
your heart should not be grieved when you give to him, 
because for this thing the Lord your God will bless you 

in all your works and in all to which you put your 
hand.” 

 
Volunteers will soon begin to make outreach calls to 
discuss the campaign and answer questions. Once you 
identify your gift, please complete and return your pledge 
form. You may also give on line by visiting this website: 
christourhopevt.org. 
 
Don’t forget you can join Bishop Coyne Sept. 9 at 3 p.m. 
for a virtual coffee hour as he discusses the campaign. 
Just click the link to register: christourhopevt.org/events 

“We — our faith family at Christ Our Savior Parish will 
define campaign success. Let’s join as one — as brothers 
and sisters in Christ — to reach our goal.”      

To learn more about the campaign visit: 
www.christourhopevt.org 
 
 

CAMPAIGN PRAYER 
            Almighty and eternal God, 
            we place our hope in You  
            to guide the Catholic Church in Vermont  
            to renew our parishes,  
            and engage our youth;  
            to form lay leaders,  
            and serve the most vulnerable among us.  
 

            In the power of the Holy Spirit,  
            help us build a vibrant church  
            in this time and place  
            and for generations to come. 
 

            Seeking the intercession of our  
            first bishop, Louis deGoesbriand,  
            we pray this through Christ Our Lord,  
            Amen.  
 

            Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us 
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