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Saturday, September 12 

5:30pm – Deacon Louis A. Meunier 

                by daughter Collette and Family 
 

Sunday, September 13 

8:00am – Pro Populo               

10:00am  - Wilma M. Adriance by Mary Pisaniello  
  

Monday, September 14 

8:00am  – NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, September 15 

8:00am  –  NO MASS 
 

Wednesday, September 16 

 8:00am  - NO MASS 
 

Thursday, September 17 

8:00am – NO MASS 
 

Friday, September 18 

8:00am – NO MASS 
 

Saturday, September 19 

5:30pm – Pro Populo               
 

Sunday, September 20 

8:00am – Julia Dyett by the Family               

10:00am - Dorothy Leubert by daughter, Carolyn Smith  

                  
 

 

 

Let us remember in prayer: 
 

For the sick, the dying and those who care for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear All,  
 

If I led you to think that I was done dealing with 

‘reductions’, I must apologize. There is one that is typically 

American and a really ‘hot potato’ in an election year, but 

it must be addressed: the reduction of every public issue to 

a political issue.  
 

The First Amendment to the Constitution forbids Congress 

to abridge the free practice of religion.   The strictest 

reading of the that text would seem to suggest that the 

legislators of the USofA are to maintain a public 

agnosticism in the face of the internal and inter-religious 

arguments that so delight bodies that base their activities in 

dogmatic propositions. But, with no lesser light than 

Thomas Jefferson to endorse it, a wider reading assumes 

that it forbids faith-based organizations from voicing 

judgments or urging action on matters contested in 

elections or pending before legislators. According to the 

‘Johnson Amendment’, such a body would lose its tax-

exempt status.  
 

In the hurly-burly of American political life, where there is 

really no such thing as an election-free year, this would 

effectively ban any moral teaching in churches, 

synagogues, ashrams, kivas, covens, Masonic temples, etc.. 

By extension, it would force voters to choose between using 

those values in the voting booth or the punishment of those 

who taught them.  
 

I got a powerful lesson in this brand of thought when I went, 

in full clerical garb, to a public meeting on physician 

assisted suicide.   The ‘pro’ speaker, not even a Vermonter, 

could not miss me – speaking of the elephant in the room. 

Coincidently, then (?) though(?), he began his comments 

with the assertion that “PAS is not a religious or moral 

issue; it is purely legal and political. Don’t let anyone tell 

you otherwise.” For once – and probably the last time in my 

life – I bit my tongue. There was no need to speak when 

everyone knew I was being attacked for my obvious 

religious beliefs. It is sad to see someone shoot himself in 

the foot.  
 

But do you see how political reductionism works? Do you 

see how it effectively disenfranchises religious 

organizations and figures?  Imagine trying such a rhetorical 

ploy against trade unions, film stars or ‘the media’, or some 

PAC or other! It would appear that, in this reading of the 

Constitution, everyone enjoys freedom from Congressional 

interference except religious groups and their leadership.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

So pervasive is this way of thinking that ‘faithful’ religious 

people will walk out of congregations when they think that  

religion is challenging their electoral preferences and 

‘religious Americans’ will scold their leadership when they  

are suspected of heresy over the secular dogma of 

‘separation of church and state’.  
 

This is neither an instruction of ‘conlaw’ nor a political rant. 

I mean it to show how easy it is to slip into reductionist 

ways of thought and how easily those ways of thought 

become ways of acting. This is necessary background for a 

presentation on the genius of Catholic thought on how to 

think – about anything.  
 

With any luck – and great relief -- I will be able to start that 

presentation next week.  
 

Really and truly and present-ly yours,  

tm 

 

 
 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
Thank you for supporting the Bishop's Annual Appeal in 

the past and in this 2020 Campaign!  As of August 18, 

you have contributed $ 39,223. toward a total goal of 

$ 65,958.  

If you have not yet made a gift to the appeal or would 

like to make an additional gift online, visit 

https://vermontcatholic.org/giveonline or call, 802-658-

6110 or  mail to : Bishop’s Appeal, Roman Catholic 

Diocese of Burlington, PO Box 1358, Williston, VT 

05495-1358. 
 

 

 

Great News - Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

has gone "Virtual"! 

To support married couples during this time of social 

distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 

sponsoring a virtual marriage experience called Restore 

– Rekindle – Renew. This Enrichment Experience will 

meet via Zoom for seven sessions on Monday evenings 

September 14 to October 26 from 7-9:30 PM. 

Couples will explore their individual personality styles, 

improve listening and communication skills, understand 

God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to keep their 

relationship a priority. Registration is limited and a $100 

application fee is required. For more information or to 

apply, call John & Diane Forcier at 802-657-3083 or visit 

them at https://wwmevtw.org/. 

 

 

 

 

 Christ Our Hope Campaign 
Building a Vibrant Church 

 

Philippians 4:19: "And my God will supply every need 

of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 

 

Now is the time for all of us to contemplate how we can 

offer support to the Christ Our Hope: Building a Vibrant 

Church campaign. Remember a successful campaign 

provides great benefits to Christ Our Savior Parish. Not 

only financially—60% of the funds we raise comes 

back to us for our use to address specific parish needs— 

but as a larger Catholic community, together we will 

renew, strengthen and secure a future for the Catholic 

Church in Vermont.   

 

The Diocese will direct the remaining dollars into two 

endowments, including one to support Catholic 

education. Our school system educates roughly 2,000 

students yearly. Some families need tuition assistance. 

Funding an endowment to support education allows us to 

continue to offer financial support to those who need it.  
 

To learn more about the campaign visit: 

www.christourhopevt.org 

 

 

CAMPAIGN PRAYER 
            Almighty and eternal God, 
            we place our hope in You  
            to guide the Catholic Church in Vermont  
            to renew our parishes,  
            and engage our youth;  
            to form lay leaders,  
            and serve the most vulnerable among us.  
 

            In the power of the Holy Spirit,  
            help us build a vibrant church  
            in this time and place  
            and for generations to come. 
 

            Seeking the intercession of our  
            first bishop, Louis deGoesbriand,  
            we pray this through Christ Our Lord,  
            Amen.  
 

            Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us 
 

https://vermontcatholic.org/giveonline.
https://wwmevtw.org/
http://www.christourhopevt.org/

