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Saturday, December 5 

5:30pm – Pro populo               

 

Sunday, December 6 

8:00am – Ed Sossi by The Family             

10:00am – Brian Gawlik by his Mother, Helen 
  
Monday, December 7 

8:00am  – Deacon Louis Meunier by his daughter  

Collette Galusha 
 

Tuesday, December 8 

8:00am  –  Pro Populo   
 

Wednesday, December 9 

 8:00am  - Paul Leubert by Ray and Carolyn Smith 
 

Thursday, December 10 

8:00am – The health of Pamela Mary Woods by Mark                                                       

Templeton 

 

Friday, December 11 

8:00am –  Tom and Mary Toohy by Mary Hyson 

                 

Saturday, December 12 

5:30pm – Dorothy Leubert by William and Mary Zullo               

 

Sunday, December 13 

8:00am – Pro Populo               

10:00am – Jadwiga Mysliwiec by Friends 
 

 

 

 

Let us remember in prayer: 
the sick, the dying and those who care for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear All,  

Our present Pope is a bright and shining example of just 

how foreign to Catholicism a ’trickle-down theory of anything is. 

When insisted from the beginning that the proper place of the 

Church is ‘the peripheries’ he meant that the Church can and must 

take its cue for thought and action from those areas of society that 

are so far ‘down’ that everything evaporates before it get to them.   

Clearly, he has not given up the ‘sovereignty’ of the 

Vatican City State or abandoned the practice of Vatican diplomacy 

or membership in the United Nations. But it does seem to be that he 

has little enough interest in dealing with those who ‘call the tune’ in 

Western societies. Rather, he seems intent on reaching out to those 

who are disenfranchised in any way to incorporate them into a 

community achievable, not by tinkering with the power machinery 

of the world as it is, but only by a truly total (radical/at the root) 

following of Jesus Christ whose chief characteristics are ‘self-

emptying’ and ‘obedience’.    

His refocus on the arcane doctrine of the ‘universal 

destination of all goods’, his recent condemnation of capital 

punishment and life-sentencing, his clear insistence that our 

common humanity is even more important than any difference – 

even religious difference: all of these bespeak an inclusiveness that 

– once embraced by everyone – would result in a world order from 

which every social advantage based on race, creed, color, sex, class, 

education, merit, religion would disappear.   

You can pretty well tell which of these advantages a person 

holds most dear by the way he or she characterizes this or that piece 

of Papal teaching. They call him a socialist (or worse), a relativist 

(or an anarchist), a universalist (or an atheist), a one-worlder (or a 

fascist).    

I said at the very outset of this pontificate that if you think 

it is cute to move from a palace to a hotel or to use monarchical 

powers to shove aside the trappings of monarchy you are not paying 

serious attention. If Pope Francis were to move into one of our 

communities with the power to change what he thought needed 

changing, we would all move out! Me too.   

What Pope Francis is about in the Western world is just 

what John Paul II was about in Communist Poland. Do not 

negotiate, do not accommodate, do not play the game of one-

upmanship. Use the Gospel to call the oppressed and the 

downtrodden to a new community, a new humanism of ‘solidarity’. 

People called him naïve and reckless. We all know how that ended.    

A ‘trickle down’ system is just as worthy of this approach 

as is a ‘scarf it all up’ system. But Francis understands that virtue, 

in this regard, lies not in the center but in another realm altogether: 

what we pray for when we ask that God’s Kingdom come.    

If Francis lives long, he will remake the social teaching of 

the Church. If the Church listens, she will remake the world. Hang 

on to your crowns, your hats, your implants and your mortar boards!   

Really and truly and frankly yours,   

tm  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

JESSE TREE IN A TIME OF COVID 
Please consider taking part in a non-tree Jesse Tree this 

year. 

You may adopt a whole family of children (shopping for 

clothing)  

Adopt just one child  

Volunteer to buy present for just one kid  

Volunteer to do gift wrapping  

To send a check: IFC, P.O. 2644 Manchester Ctr, VT 

05255  

For information on any of the options call 

Linda Drunsic (802)362-1513 

 

 

Attendance the Masses for 

Christmas 

will be by ticket only. 

How do you get tickets? 

If you are a registered parishioner and you have been 

assisting a Mass all along, you can pick up as many 

tickets as you think you can use at Mass this weekend.   

Even if you have not been attending Mass all along, you 

can call and ask for tickets any time during the coming 

week (‘til 12/12). 

After 12/12 application for tickets will be accepted from 

anyone and everyone on a first come-first served basis. 

Seating is limited, masking and social distancing are 

mandatory. 

A word to the wise:  if you have been staying home as a 

Covid caution, I would ask you to consider that 

Christmas might not be the best day for changing your 

plans.  If you are looking for some way to mark this holy 

season, consider a weekday Mass or any one of the 

Sunday liturgies that prolong the observance of the 

Lord’s Birth right into the new year. 
 

And, by the way, thank you for your patience and co-operation with all 

the extra steps and stops required by pandemic regulations.  These make 

the jobs of volunteers easier to da.  That means that we have volunteers.  

That means that the Churches of the Diocese can stay open. 

The Management 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERFAITH HOLIDAY AUCTION 
Benefiting 

INTERFAITH EMERGENCY NEEDS FUND 
November 30 – December 10 

 
Please visit 

https://www.32auctions.com/interfaith2020 to 
support our community with assistance at this difficult 
time in the Pandemic. We have already had requests 
for assistance with rent, electricity and heat, and we 
need your help! Holiday shop for great and unique 

items while supporting your community. It’s a win-win! 
Take a look at our Chandler 4 Corner pillows, 

restaurant gift cards, personalized hand-made teddy 
bears, a fly-fishing package and so much more! 

Thank you for your support. 
 

 

 

Bishop Coyne insists that you give 

 due attention to the following: 
Mask Mandate:  In response to new Covid-19 guidelines 
issued by the State of Vermont, Bishop Coyne directs all 
parishes to maintain an attendance log for all liturgical 
celebrations in the parishes of the Diocese of Burlington.  The 
log information shall be maintained by the parish for 30 days 
after the liturgical celebration in the event contact tracing 
needs to be followed because of an outbreak of Covid-19 tied 
to one of our churches 

 

 

 

 

 

 Christ Our Hope Campaign 
Our Goal = 259,547.00  

Received to date = 54, 355 
Have you been thinking about a gift or pledge to the Christ 
Our Hope campaign? There is still time to join thousands 
across the Diocese who already have made donations. 

Information is available at the exit from the Church. 
 You can return your completed pledge form or go online to 

christourhope/org/donate to make a gift. 

https://www.christourhopevt.org/donate

