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Saturday, December 12 
5:30pm – Dorothy Leubert by William and Mary Zullo               
 
Sunday, December 13 
8:00am – Pro Populo               
10:00am – Jadwiga Mysliwiec by Friends 
  
Monday, December  14 
8:00am – Joseph A. Riley by Ray and Carolyn Smith 
   
Tuesday, December 15 
8:00am – Healing for Pamela Mary Woods by Mark  
                Templeton                                                                                                              
 
Wednesday, December 16 
8;00am  - Fr. George Carroll, S.J. 
 
Thursday, December 17 
8:00am – Kurt Renner by Ingrid Hennig Cabral                                                        
 
Friday, December 18 
8:00am –  Dorothy Leubert by daughter, Carolyn Smith 
                 
Saturday, December 19 
5:30pm – Pro Populo               
 
Sunday, December 20 
8:00am – Dorothy Leubert by daughter, Carolyn Smith 
10:00am – Larry Washburn by wife, Sue 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer: 
the sick, the dying and those who care for them. 

 
Let us pray, too, for the repose of the soul of  

Betsy Lavecchia, 
Daughter of John and Emy Lavecchia 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Dear All,  
    The moral teaching of the Catholic Church in the 
realm of societal affairs is of one piece with the Church’s 
teaching in the realm of personal morality. In both areas 
the teaching is clear that that there is nothing about me 
as an individual or us as an identifiable group that cannot 
be improved. Thus, no matter how proudly we hail a 
personal or societal trait, we must assume that God has 
more in mind for us, more in mind from us. Canonization 
is reserved for the dead and even Saint Anthony is still 
finding my lost keys.  
    The present pontiff drives people crazy when he 
suggests that what has always been said or done – even 
by the Church -- must always be re-examined. And he 
refuses to allow even the possibility that past 
achievements – personal or communal – merit an 
attaboy, or a take the day off. This is a papal expression 
of a Jesuit spirituality that always looks for mas/more; a 
spirituality that has made the Jesuits appear to be the 
‘best and brightest’; a spirituality that scares the pants of 
those who seek only to be better than… . He also drives 
people crazy when he seems not to care that this that or 
another politician is out of step with Catholic values.   He 
knows that politicians are vote-getters rather than 
leaders; that their game is winning not inspiring and that 
they always have an eye on the polls rather than the 
Gospel. So he appeals to individual Catholics (and 
people of good will) to bring their own Christian values 
to bear on transforming their societies and cultures in the 
voting booth, in corporate board rooms and in role of 
public service. His interest is in virtue, not victory; in 
motivations, not entitlements; in God, not self.   
    When Jesus was asked about the most important thing 
for his followers to do, he directed his questioner’s 
attention outward – not to the self but to God and to the 
neighbor. To look outward toward God is to discover a 
richness, power and beauty that cause deep restlessness 
in the heart; to look outward to the neighbor is to 
discover an unknown friend, partner, brother. To look 
inwards after looking outward like this is to feel regret, a 
real sense of what a sin of omission looks like and a 
clarity about the meaning of ongoing conversion. The 
private Christian who casts his gaze outward and then 
inward discover the same shortcomings and the same 
missed opportunities in the groups to which he belongs. 
And from his place in the world, he will begin to change 
first himself and then the world itself.    
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 It is the singular work of this particular pope to hold up 
before the eyes of the world all the work, all the causes, 
all the sufferings that are yet to be cared about. That he 
does so without getting angry or tired or defensive is a 
pretty clear indication that he is not a politician. But if 
not a politician, then what? Maybe just a pope.  
 Really and truly and more and more yours,  
tm 
   
 

JESSE TREE IN A TIME OF COVID 
Please consider taking part in a non-tree Jesse 
Tree this year. 
You may adopt a whole family of children 
(shopping for clothing)  
Adopt just one child  
Volunteer to buy present for just one kid  
Volunteer to do gift wrapping  
To send a check: IFC, P.O. 2644 Manchester 
Ctr, VT 05255  
For information on any of the options call 

Linda Drunsic (802)362-1513 
 
 

Attendance for the Christmas 
Masses   

will be by reservation only. 
How do you get reservations? 

Getting a reservation is relatively simple and 
pain free.  Call the rectory and listen to the menu 
of choices.  Check into the reservation line and 
you will be told what to do. 
A word to the wise:  if you have been staying 
home as a Covid caution, I would ask you to 
consider that Christmas might not be the best day 
for changing your plans.  If you are looking for 
some way to mark this holy season, consider a 
weekday Mass or any one of the Sunday liturgies 
that prolong the observance of the Lord’s Birth 
right into the new year. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
If you are homebound and would like to receive 
Holy Communion in the Christmas season, give 
the pastor a call and make arrangements with 
him for a time and date that are mutually 
manageable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may be wondering why there is so much 
white space in today’s bulletin.  The fact is 
that there is just not much news worth 
printing. 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


