
Fourth Sunday of Advent and the Feast of the Holy Family              December 19 and 27, 2020    

MASS INTENTIONS 

Saturday, December 19 

5:30pm – Pro Populo

Sunday, December 20 

8:00am – Dorothy Leubert by daughter, Carolyn 

Smith 

10:00am – Larry Washburn by wife, Sue 

Monday, December 21 

5:30pm – David Pazos and Lena Pazos by Ewa 

Bielawska 

Tuesday, December 22 

8:00am – Healing for Pamela Mary Woods by Mark 

Templeton 

Wednesday, December  23 

8:00am – Irmgard Renner by Ingrid Henning Cabral 

Thursday, December 24—Friday, December 25 

SEE THE BOX ON THE OPPOSITE PAGE 

Saturday, December 26 

5:30pm – Father Thomas Nadeau 

Sunday, December 27 

8:00am – Joseph A. Reilly by his parents, Jack and 

Barbara           Reilly 

Monday December 28 

8:00 – Wlodzimierz Mienko 

Tuesday, December 29 

8:00am - -Healing for Pamela Mary Woods by Mark 

Templeton 

Wednesday, 30 December 

8:00 – Mario Ribero by Ingrid Hennig Cabral 

Thursday, December 31 

No morning Mass 

5:30pm – First Mass of the New Year 

     Pro populo 

Friday, January 1, 2021  New Year’s Day 

10:00am – Vincent and Margaret Mattison 

Saturday, January 2 

5:30pm – Pro populo 

SundayJanuary 3 

8:00am – Barbara Dastook by Steve Riederer and 

Mary Pisaniello 

10:00am – Danuta Pietrowska by Ewa Bielawska 

Dear All, 

Almost all of my favorite religious music is either music 

for Passiontide or for Christmas. As I thought about this 

fact (I do sometimes think about myself) I realized that 

each season reveals a different face of the one love that 

God has for us; his love of the innocent in Passiontide and 

his love of the powerless at Christmas.  

This year when we all seem powerless in the face of 

Covid, when we are forcibly separated from friends and 

family, by masks and travel restrictions, we are very much 

like Mary and Joseph, forced to be away from home, on 

their own. For those who are facing a first Christmas with 

an empty seat at the table, this Covid stuff makes things 

only so much worse.  

Come, then, to my favorite title for the baby Jesus: 

Emmanuel/God with us.  

This is the title that calls us to faith: that God is so 

unimaginable with us that we no more notice him that we 

do our selves; that God’s closeness seems too little, too 

powerless, too unwanted by everyone else, to make much 

difference to us in our powerlessness.  

So, I want to join our Christmas experience to a saying that 

comes much later in the Gospel: Unless you turn and 

become like little children, you cannot enter the 

kingdom of God.  

It is easy to get all misty-eyed about the mother-love of 

Mary for her Son. It is harder to get all misty-eyed about 

the Son’s love for his mother, a young girl, far from home, 

forced to deliver her first child in a cattle barn, with none 

to help but her new-fledged spouse. But that is the 

meaning of Emmanuel. And Mary is the first to 

experience this mystery: When no one else is near, it is the 

too-little, too-poor, too-impotent, too-silent, too-needy 

God who comes close. As with Mary and her Son, it is 

only by bringing him close to our hearts, that we can feel 

the warmth of his heart; it is only by timing our breathing 

with his that we can experience the power of his Spirit to 

enliven what seemed so vulnerable; it is only by naming 

him Brother (as Mary named him Son) that we can know 

the love of his heavenly Father.  

Similarly, it is only when we are willing to let go of fears 

and pride and self-pity and insecurity to embrace those 

who most unsettle us – to be like Joseph was with Mary – 

that we can understand that it is in loving another that we 

discover God-with-us. And it is only in a willing 

undertaking of the hardships of life, that we can find our 

selves, like the shepherds, on a bleak dark hillside where 

the Glory of God shines all around.  

The Baby of Bethlehem grabs the snow globe of the world 

and turns it upside down.   Only when we allow him to do 

that are we able to enjoy the beauty of a life surrendered 

into the hand of our God.  

This Christmas, I wish you the joy of a recovered 

childhood, to know yourselves for what and who you are, 

and to know him for what and who he is.  

Really and truly and present-ly (Ho!Ho!) yours, 

tm 
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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
MASSES 

December 24 

4:00 pm – Holley G. Monforte by the 

Dingley Family 

5:30 pm – Father Thomas Nadeau 

8:00 pm – Pro populo 

December 25 

10:00 am – Abe Madkour by John     

Bradbury 
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There are still spaces for the 8pm and 

10am Masses for Christmas.  Call the 

Rectory and follow the prompts to make 

your reservation BEFORE the 23rd. 

}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{} 

Sacrament of Penance 

It has been customary that the Bennington 

Deanery celebrate a communal penitential 

service. That clearly did not happen this year. 

Another Covid victim bites the dust!  

So, just in case there is a sinner in the area of 

the Parish who wants to get to confession 

before Christmas, YT will be available in the 

Chapel on Monday at 2pm, on Tuesday at 

330pm and on Wednesday at 7pm.  

I will remain on site until all are taken care of 

or until I get a lull of 20 minutes or so. Then, 

I’ll go look for a priest for myself.  

Calendars 

 Are available for free at the Church’s exit. 

These are generously provided each year by 

Brewster’s Funeral Home. Remember them 

when you think your days are getting 

numbered!  This week’s bulletin serves for 
this week and Christmas week alike. If you 
are planning to attend Mass for New Year’s 
Day, don’t ditch the bulletin!  

Envelopes for donations for Christmas 
Flowers are available at the exits from the 
Church.  Please return them to the rectory 
box by the close of business on Tuesday.




