
 

Third week in Ordinary 

time       

 

 

Saturday:  23 January 

5.30pm  Pro populo 

 

Sunday: 24 January 

8.00am  Ralph Varick by Frank & Grace Sutton 

10.00am  Bob Smith by Steve Riederer & Mary 

Pisaniello 

 

Monday:  25 January 

8.00am  Linda Malachux  by Frank & Grace 

Sutton 

 

Tuesday:  26 January 

8.00am  Healing for Pamela Mary Woods by 

Mark Templeton 

 

Wednesday:  27 January 

8.00am Betsy Lavecchia by Ray & Carolyn Smith 

 

Thursday:  28 January 

8.00am  Nely Busatto by Ingrid Hennig Cabral 

 

Friday:  29 January 

8.00am  John Kardas by Mom and Dad 

 

Saturday: 30 January 

5.30pm  Lambert Zoller by KofC 

 

Sunday:  31 January 

8.00 am Pro populo 

10.00am Larry Washburn  by Sue 

 

 

 

Dear All,  

When I mentioned the Constitution’s self-set 

priority of a more perfect union, it triggered a 

nagging idea that took several days to find words. 

Vatican II insisted that the Church exists as a sign 

and a cause of the unity that God wills between himself 

and men and between men with one another.    

Of course, the union of the Constitution is defined 

and structured by the human document that was 

agreed on at the Constitutional Convention. The 

unity that God wills is defined in the depths of his 

own being and goes by the name “communion”. 

In the Catholic world that means the oneness of 

Christians with the Lord who is ‘body, blood, soul 

and divinity’ present to us in the Eucharistic 

Liturgy.    

This co-incidence of ‘union/unity’ in the priorities 

of the Country and the Church does not mean that 

Church and State should become partners. The 

Constitution forbids this; and the sublimity of the 

unity that is the Church’s project call for action on 

an entirely other scale – the universe of human life. 

But this difference if scale does not mean a 

different goal or a different tactic. On the contrary, 

it suggests that ‘sublim-er’ goal, properly 

understood and applied, may have a tremendous 

and elevating effect on the lesser.    

In the Constitution, the rights of individuals are 

protected against aggressive governmental over-

reach by the Bill of Rights. In the plan of God for 

the unity of humans, there are two 

commandments that must be followed: Love of 

neighbor as oneself and Love of one another as Christ 

has loved us. Far from protecting us from any one 

or any thing, these two commandments create a 

positive obligation to rid ourselves of every 

possession that distinguishes us from the neighbor  

 

 

 

who has it not. The unity God wills is produced by 

the ‘self-emptying’ of his Son; no meritocracy, no 

oligarchy, no plutocracy in that plan!  

By and large, we are content to think that artists 

should share their talents, intellectuals should 

teach the ignorant, wise-folk should use their 

wisdom to improve everyone’s life. We really do 

balk, though, when it comes to a positive 

obligation to share one’s money or home or 

lifestyle with others; that would mean that we 

must be willing to share our money or homes or 

lifestyle – which will inevitably be poorer, meaner 

and humbler than what we now enjoy! Do you see 

the difference? Do you understand why some 

people reject Christianity as ‘just un-American’?    

The Constitution’s focus on a union grounded on 

mutual respect of rights that are enforced by equal 

protection under Law, was truly radical in the last 

quarter of the eighteenth century. But the 

crammed docket of the Supreme Court and the 

byzantine intricacy of congressional enactments 

and the anger that can sometimes grip huge 

segments of our population, suggests that the 

meaning         of union is in constant need of re-

study, re-commitment and re-implementation.    

The meaning of ‘communion’ is as clear and 

intelligible and as pragmatic as the actions of the 

Good Samaritan.    

We could be the very best citizens of this or any 

other country – precisely because we seek a higher 

unity than politics can even imagine.  

Really and truly and one-ly yours, 

tm 

 

 

 

 

24 January 2021 

 

 

Warming our hearts and our 

seats 

Is something that we talk to 

visitors about on the long 

Holiday weekends of the year – 

aka the fuel collections.  If the 

state opens up and visitors come 

rushing back, we will do so again.  

But for this year, with no regular 

envelope sets to remind you of the 

cost of keeping the Church 

heated, let this little note and 

the presence of ‘FUEL’ envelopes at 

the exit be a reminder that this is 

a big line item and demands extra 

generosity even from the locals. 

 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

has gone "Virtual"! 
To support married couples during this time of 

social distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

is sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. Some 

are on weekends and some span multiple weeks on 

a given weekday.  Couples will explore their 

individual personality styles, improve listening and 

communication skills, understand God’s plan for 

their marriage, and learn how to keep their 

relationship a priority.  Registration is limited and 

a $100 application fee is required. For more 

information or to apply, call John & Diane Forcier 

at 802-657-3083 or visit them at 

https://wwmevtw.org/. 

 

“This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of 

God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

Bring your marriage to its fullest on the upcoming 

virtual Worldwide Marriage Encounter experience 

on Feb 12-14, 2021 in East Hartford, CT and Feb 

22-Mar 15, 2021 in VIRTUAL 3RE, NY 
 

https://wwmevtw.org/

