
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Times                                                                                                                                                                                                             January 31, 2021 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, January 30 
5:30pm –Lambert Zoller   
               by Knights of Columbus 
 
Sunday, January 31 
8:00am – Pro Populo               
10:00am – Larry Washburn by wife, Sue 
              
Monday, February 1 
8:00am  –  
 
Tuesday, February 2 
8:00am  –  Healing for Pamela Mary Woods 
                  by Mark Templeton  
 
Wednesday, February 3 
 8:00am  -  Bruce Honig by Nancy Black 
 
Thursday, February 4 
8:00am – Joao Busatto 
                by Ingrid Hennig Cabral  
 
Friday, February 5 
8:00am – NO MASS 
                 
Saturday, February 6 
5:30pm – Pro Populo     
           
Sunday, February 7 
8:00am – Barbara Brewster by Frank & Grace Sutton 
10:00am – Betsy Lavecchia by Barry & Carol 
Patterson 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer: 
the sick, the dying and those who care for them. 

 
 
 

Dear All,  
 

Amid all the kerfuffle of inaugurations, mitten 
commentary and vaccine politics, I forgot to mention 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. This is an 
exercise of daily prayer to be carried out in the week 
leading up to 25 January. Its purpose – the unity of 
Christians.    

 

The multiplicity of ‘christian’ denominations 
(40,000 they say in the US alone) may show just how 
deep is the conviction that no one should impose his 
own religious convictions upon another. Or maybe it 
just shows how unwilling people are to have another’s 
religious convictions imposed upon themselves. 
Certainly, this proliferation of ‘christianities’ makes 
one wonder who the political pundits are talking about 
when they pontificate about the ‘christian vote’. Just 
last weekend, the NYT had two long essays, one 
talking about the rise – with President Biden – of a 
certain brand of ‘liberal Catholicism’, and the other on 
the failure of ‘liberal Catholicism’ to enshrine those 
traits of Catholicism that are its true hallmarks and its 
most valuable contribution to society. That division of 
Catholicism into two, means that there are actually 
40,001 denominations in the American Christian mix. 
AUUUUGH!  

 

There is nothing about belief in a Triune God 
that suggests that diversity/plurality must imply 
division. Quite the contrary! But the very difficulty we 
experience in thinking about how three and one can go 
together suggests that some effort must be involved in 
holding maintaining unity. It is easy to split; it is hard 
to stay. The multiplicity of fractures in Christianity 
suggests that we have taken the easy way; “Out” rather 
than “ In”.  

 

I am reminded of the child’s game of Crack the 
Whip. A line of players runs faster and faster around a 
pivot point. Centrifugal force seeks to separate the last 
kid in line from the line itself. Only the refusal of the 
last two in line to let go of each other; of the last to ‘fly 
off’ or the second to last to ‘let him go’ keeps the line 
unbroken. Decades of ‘ecumenical dialog’ with a 
pretty stable group of Episcopalians, 
Congregationalists, Catholics, and Orthodox – with the 
occasional Lutheran, Methodist or Baptist – has 
convinced me that the desire for unity is unity’s most 
effective tool. It forces the dis-united to care so much 
about each other that their differences cease to be  

motives for separation. Those differences become the 
price of unity.  

 

  What about the truth, you ask?  
 

  The Truth is a communion of Persons that 
cannot exist apart from the identifying characteristics 
of each; nor can it exist apart from their mutual 
commitment to each other, a commitment that supports 
and encourages the identities, rather than swamping 
them.  

 

Right belief, right morality, right worship, right 
polity: all are banners around which various groups of 
Christians have rallied over time. But belief and 
morality and worship and polity are not gods; they are 
not even things. They are human ways of thinking, 
acting, praying, living together. As diverse as they may 
be one from another, they are authentically Christian 
only to the extent that they bring their practitioners into 
a closer oneness with each other. Otherwise, they are 
just proof of how far we are from letting our faith in 
the Triune God become effective in our ‘life together’ 
that is really just living apart.  

 

Really and truly catholically yours,  
tm  
                            
 

During the month of February, you will be offered the 
opportunity to take part in the larger mission of the 
Church beyond Manchester in ways: 
 The Collection for the Church in Central and 

Eastern Europe will take place on the weekend of 
14 February.  This collection supports the ongoing 
work of rebuilding the Church and re-evangelizing 
the society that were devastated by years of 
Communist regimes. 

 The Ash Wednesday Collection for Diocesan 
Charities supports the very local work of Vermont 
Catholic Charities.  It is hard to imagine how many 
of one’s neighbors turn to this resource on an 
annual basis. 

 The annual collection for Black and Indian causes 
seems more poignant this year, when we are 
becoming more aware of the unequal toll that Co-
Vid takes on these populations.  Watch for it on 
2/21.  
 
 

Bishop Coyne to live-stream 
 “March for Life” Holy Hour 

 

Where: Cathedral of St. Joseph  
 

When: Friday January 29th at 7:00 AM  
 

What: Simple Exposition ending with prayers for the 
protection of human life and to end abortion 
 

Since the March for Life in Washington DC has been 
canceled as an “in person” event, the USCCB has 
initiated a series of holy hours beginning on Thursday 
1/28 and ending on Friday morning 1/29 at 7:00 AM 
followed by the live-streaming of Mass from the crypt 
of the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception in DC at 8:00 AM. 
 

https://www.usccb.org/news/2021/dioceses-across-
usa-participating-nationwide-prayer-vigil-life-january-
28-29 
 

Region I, of which the Diocese of Burlington is a 
member, will host the final holy hour presided over by 
Cardinal O’Malley from the Cathedral of the Holy Cross 
in Boston at 7:00 AM. 
 

We will be live-streaming a holy hour from our cathedral 
in solidarity with our Metropolitan and our Region. 
 

I invite any parish that wishes to do so to host your holy 
hour from 7-8:00 Am next Friday and live-stream it as 
you can. 
 

Bishop Coyne 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
has gone "Virtual"! 

To support married couples during this time of social 
distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring 
virtual marriage experiences. Some are on weekends and 
some span multiple weeks on a given weekday.  Couples 
will explore their individual personality styles, improve 
listening and communication skills, understand God’s plan 
for their marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship 
a priority.  Registration is limited and a $100 application fee 
is required. For more information or to apply, call John & 
Diane Forcier at 802-657-3083 or visit them at 
https://wwmevtw.org/. 
 

“This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at 
hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” Bring your 
marriage to its fullest on the upcoming virtual Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter experience on Feb 12-14, 2021 in East 
Hartford, CT and Feb 22-Mar 15, 2021 in VIRTUAL 3RE, 
NY 

https://www.usccb.org/news/2021/dioceses-across-usa-participating-nationwide-prayer-vigil-life-january-28-29
https://www.usccb.org/news/2021/dioceses-across-usa-participating-nationwide-prayer-vigil-life-january-28-29
https://www.usccb.org/news/2021/dioceses-across-usa-participating-nationwide-prayer-vigil-life-january-28-29
https://wwmevtw.org/



