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Saturday, March 27 
5:30pm – Joseph A. Reilly 
                by Kevin O’Toole & Nancy Field 
           
Sunday, March 28 
8:00am –  Pro populo 
10:00am – Ann Charbonneau by Paul Capriola 
              
Monday, March 29 
8:00am  – The Health of Pamela Mary Woods  
 
Tuesday, March 30 
8:00am  –  Brendan O’Sullivan by Ingrid Hennig 
                 Cabral 
 
Wednesday, March 31 
8:00am  -  Stanislaw Pietrowski by Eva Bielawka 
 
Thursday, April 1 
No morning Mass 
7:00pm - Mass of the Lord’s Supper  
 Pro populo 
 
Friday, April 2 
5:30pm - Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion  
 
Saturday, April 3 
8:00pm - The Vigil of Easter  pro populo 
 
Easter Sunday, April 4 
8:00am –  Robert Eckdall Berg by Sylvia Jolivette 
10:00am – Larry Washburn by wife, Sue 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer: 
all the sick, the dying, and those who care for them. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Dear All,  
   
I have never made any secret of my position on gun control: 
the more the merrier!  Because this is a currently hot-button 
issue in the world of politics, I want to use it as a ‘tip of an 
iceberg’ topic with which to explore the oddity that is Catholic 
Christian morality.   Along the way, I will also have to talk 
about the oddity that is the American political system.  
 
Catholic moral teaching is aimed at equipping normal human 
beings to be extraordinary believers (saints).  That way, when 
the occasion arises and we are forced to choose between God 
and something or someone else – maybe our own lives – we 
will be ready to make the ‘God’ choice.  But, even if we 
cannot become greatly holy, the Church expects us to become 
greatly penitent.  That is why the Sacrament of Penance 
remains on the books as an indispensable tool in the repertoire 
of behaviors that are expected of Catholics.  
   
The American political system is aimed at getting ordinary 
human beings to believe that other ordinary human beings, if 
we vote for enough of them, will give us everything our little 
hearts could desire.  
   
Do you see the difference between these two 
operations?  Even if politicians could be imagined as 
committed to real statesmanship or the universal common 
good, it is not certain that they could get elected unless they 
promised the electorate the world to boot.  
   
Politics and morality are not friends to each other.  One tries 
to make us holy while the other promises that we can be 
happy.  But holiness and happiness do not grow in the same 
soil or in the same season.  Holiness is grounded in hope for 
eternal life; happiness, for the good life of the here and now.  
   
I can be morally committed to every single issue that the 
Church calls essential to Christian morality.  But, come 
election time, I will find myself torn, not between my values 
and my party of choice, but between my values and my 
values.  This happens because there is no one party that 
promises to deliver all a country that is truly moral, even if 
each party wraps itself in the banner of ‘catholic priorities’ in 
order to go after the ‘catholic vote’.  
   
This forces me, in the name of one moral issue or another, to 
make a political deal with devil!  
   
When some Catholics get all excited because the highest 
political offices in the land belong to Catholic politicians, I 
want to go hide.  The Catholic Church does not own these 
creatures.  The political system does.  We do not own the 
political system because there are lots of ‘catholic issues’ on 
the platform of party X; the rest of the ‘catholic issues’ are on 
the platform of party ‘Y’.  
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
But here’s the thing: Catholic morality still calls me to be one 
who is willing to give everything up for eternal life.  Since the 
politicians and the lobbyists and the wildly diverse American 
electorate all have differing views on moral issues, I cannot 
let my conscience be in bondage to the political machine.  And 
sometimes I must vote as if everyone wanted to be holy, even 
if that would leave them – me -- defenseless.  
   
Really and truly and all-fired-ly yours,  
tm 
   

Annual Holy Land Collection 
Since the sixties, the Catholic Church in the USA has 
responded generously each year to Saint John XXIII’s 
request that we undertake the support of the shrines and 
outreach of the Church in the Holy Land.  This collection 
is taken up each year on Good Friday.  Envelopes for that 
purpose are available on the table at the exits from the 
Church. 
 
 
 
 
  

Good Friday is a day of fast and abstinence for 
everyone from 12 to 60 

 
Update on Our Parish's 
April Staffing of CFC 

More than two-thirds of our April volunteer slots at the 
Community Food Cupboard are filled now.  Still needed: 
one person on Wednesday afternoons, April 14, 21 & 28 
(1:45-4:15 p.m.) and one person on all Thursday 
afternoons. Volunteers must be able to stand for two 
hours and carry as much as 20 lbs., and, of course, wear 
masks. To sign up (or get more information), contact Sue 
Washburn, sswashburn@gmail.com  or (802) 325-3525. 
 
In addition to the annual ‘hard cash’ collection True 
North Pregnancy Center is inaugurating, this year, a 
virtual drive to be implemented by creating a 
recurring debit on your credit card.  For more 
information on this project visit 
https://www.truenorthprc.com/donors/events 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                Notes from the management 
 

 

ince the onset of various covid protocols the Pope 
has decreed that the faithful who are truly sorry for 
their sins and have a firm purpose of amendment 

and intend to make a full confession of their sins at the 
soonest possible time may receive Holy Communion 
without prior reception of the Sacrament of Penance.  
This is a temporary expedient taken with a mind toward 
the health of Catholics. 
As vaccinations become more common and the governor 
promises a ‘return to normal’, it behooves us to begin to 
think and rethink the place of this wonderful sacrament 
in our lives. 
Accordingly, the Sacrament of Penance will be available 
in the Chapel of St. Paul Church during these times 

Holy Thursday from 2pm to 330 
Good Friday from 2pm to 330 

Holy Saturday from 330pm to 5 

ecause we are still being urged to avoid ‘meets 
and greets, the customary blessing of Easter 
Foods will not take place this year.  However, if 

you bring your baskets to Church on Easter, we will bless 
them informally after each Mass.  
 

gain, to avoid close quarters and the possibility 
of contagion, there will be no time for prayer at 
the repository after the Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper.  And the Good Friday observance of the Lord’s 
Passion will not include the customary Veneration of the 
Cross. 
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